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FOREWORD

This textbook of Social Science aims @ embling studenis o develop critical
understnnding of society and (o loy a foundation for an analytical and creative mindset. Chanpe
in the textbook entails the change in the content and pedagogical practice of curriculum. Main
objective of this chanpe 15 0 enable the children o understond the society and the world
which we live as well 88 understand socio-economic developments and changes.

Leanting of History aims al the cultivation of a scientific and huministic approgch and
forward outlook towards life. History is aot aboul the story of greal mon and their conguest but
it showld contribute in the widening of the mental horizons of the students based on how men
bave bved and progressed throush aves:

Curnculum updating 2 a continoous process and hence The J&K Buoard of School
Education has brought out the revised cumioula for different clagses, Sovial Scicnce =2 of crucial
mportance becouse 1t helps leamers in undeestanding enviromment in iis brosder perspective

In b light of the NEP, the socinl and cullunil sspects of the history of J&K ind | adakh
have heen included n the book. The contents in this book have been adopted from the NCERT
N dathy sentbook of Thetory for clasy VEHT titled *Oor Pasos1H." The iexibook has been contexmalixed
and now the text has been presented i) inlegraled form o make coherence and linkage of
NCERT text with local content of Jammu, Kashmir and Ladakh

I am eeulefiil o Principal Sectetary o Governmenl, School| Educilion Department whao
has been the guiding force all nlong.

[ alsin wpprecinte the kard woddone by the Acwdemio Division, JTEBOSE aml  Textbook
Development Committee, FTEBOSE respansible foe the development of this book. | acknowledge and
place on record iy deep appreciation 1o the Directar, NCER'T and Hesd Cummiculum: Division,
NCERT for their support and cooperat ion

As an organization committed 1o systematic refirm and continuous improvement in the
guality of s 1exthooks. we welcome commenis and suegestions which will enable us o
undertake further revision and refinement | hope this textbook of History shall sensitize
learners about the historical perspective wian exphot mammer.

Prof. (Dr.) Parikshat Singh Manhas
Chairman, JKBOSE
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The vimion of Natonal Education Pohey 5 overll tomsformation of our -cducation
systerm: The focus has been lmd on-the very core frsues which have tll now prevenied s studont's
full Mowering. Providmg 4 relevanl camiculom and conlent i the backbone of every edocation
syslerm. An organiesd and unifoss content @ the Toim of o wxibodk is highly facilitting for a
Ftithul tenching-lehming mocss in the closroom. A texthook canndt he developed in Bolation;
mther- it s the product of micleetual dehbenitions, treles revisions and meticalows editing by
the jllumined mnd committed experts. Every effort has hoen made to offer the matructional
metieral for the budding scholurs m accordonee with the ongoing contemporary challenges o
enable them 1o guin the knowledue of History. But what hos Been milcnded gocs' beyond: this
alforl. The purpase is to frain the suonamois liésmers ond in this joomey textbook is mere a
leaming tool. Alhert Emstein s snid thal the content of most books is perishable but the lsols
af zetf-directedmess =orve one well over time
We grutefilly scknowledse the uwe of NCERT, ¥ Delhi textbook of Hastory for class VIIT i the

development of this textbocl. | express my gratitode to Ex-Chanrperson and Ex-1incetor Academics
for-thear vision: m the development of this lextbook

I am thankful o Chatrpérson, JEBOSE. Prof. Porikshol Singh Monhas s Seeretiey
IKBOSE Ms. Manesho Sann, JKAS for permesion b re-prant this edition of the book. My
gratitude o the Curneulum Develapment & Research wings JD & KD for their untiving cfforts
put in making thes texibook available for the students of class VIIL My sincere thanks to the
SCERT for collabomting with JBOSE o mmprovise and ennch BOSE Texthooks. | am-thankful
tix the following subject experts for their hardwork, dedication and contribution i doveloping the
local content of this texthook.
Cantent Development Commitice
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THE CONSTITUTION OF
INDIA

PREAMBLE

| WE, THE PEOPLE OF INDIA, having

solemnly resolved to constitute India into a
'[SOVEREIGN SOCIALIST SECULAR
DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC] and fo secure
to allits citizens :

JUSTICE, =social, economiec and
political;

LIBERTY of thought, expression, belief,
faith and worship;

EQUALITY of status and of opportunity;
and to promote among them all
FRATERNITY assuring the dignity of
the individual and the ‘|unity and
integrity of the Nation];

IN OUR CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY

this twenty-sixth day of November, 1949 do
HEREBY ADOPT, ENACT AND GIVE TO
OURSELVES THIS CONSTITUTION.

Sl by the Consttution [Forty-secen Armendment] Act. 1976, Sewe .
for "Svriin Demdemiil Repubille® wee 311977

Subs, ey the Cunmtitution (Forty-second Amendment] Act, 16978, Sec. @,
for Uiy oF e Madibn® wee L3 1T

E@,




How, When and Where

How Important are Dates?

There was 2 tme when historians were fascinated with
dates. There were heated debates about the dates on
which rilers were crowned or battles were fought.
In the common-sense notion, history was
synonvmous with dates. You may have heard
pEﬂplE say, "I find history boring because it

is all abnutmtmﬁuﬂmgdatfﬁ Is such a2
conceplion trie?

History is certainiy sbont changes that
occur over time. [t is about finding out
how things were in the past and how
things have chanded. As soon as we
compare the past with the present we
refer to time, we talk of "before”™ and
“after”,

Living in the world we do not always
asik historical guestions ahout what we
see arpund us. We take things for
granted, as if what ws see -has always
been in the world we inhabit. But most of :
us have our moments of wonder, when we B
are curigus, and we ask guestions that T
actually are historical. Watching someene sip
a cup of tea at a roadside tea stall VOu Tnay
wonder —when did people begin to drink tea or
coffee? Looking out of the window of a train you may Fig. 1 - Brax & Giferi e
ask yourself — when were railways built and how did g 00 1o Brivansin. frortispicce
people travel lﬂl].g distances befors the a2ge of IE].ITE\‘E}"-‘-? tathe firsr mdn produred by Jaes
Reading the mewspaper in the morning you may be Rennel 1752
curious to lmow how people Zot to hear sbout things — Hennel was asked by Robert Clive
before newspapers began to be printed.  to produce mapsof Hndustan An

: ] ; ; errimasiastie supponer of Hritsh

Al such historical questions refer us back 0 DOHONS  onouzst of tndis, Renne! zaw
of time. Butl tme doss not have to be abwvays predsely  preparation of maps =5 essemtal
dated i{n terms of 2 particular year or 2 manth., 2 the process of donidnasion. The

picoure heve-tries ) suggdest that

SR ndians wiilingly gave over their
Activity anctent texts ic Sritannis - the
Look carsfully st Fig.1 and write a paragraph explaining | Symbel of Brirsh power — 2= &

. e ; A a=sking her te bocome the protectar
how this image projects an imperisl psrception. oF insidtan cultare.

1N ;{}i STAR

Bs J Bimue® FA 1 gy




Semetimes it is actially incorrect to fix precise dates to processes that happen over a
period of time. People in India did not begin drinlking tez one fine day; they developed a
taste for it over time. Thers-can be no one clear date for a process such as this.
Similarly, we cannot fix one single date on which British rule was established, or the
national movement started, or chandes took piace within the economy and society. All
these things happened over a sitretch of time. We can oniy refer to 2 span of time, an
approximate period over which particular changes became visible.

Wiy, then. dowe continue to assodate history with 2 siring of dates? This associstion
has a reason. There was a time when history was an account of battles and hig
events. [t was about milers and their pelicies. Historians wrote about the vear = king
was crowned, the year he married, the vear he had z child, the vear he fought a
particular war, the yvear he died, and the vear the next ruler succesded to the throns,
For events such as these, specific dates can be determined, and in histories such as

“Fomous all over ie 1-=r|1l )

'L PTONS

icorees =] TEAS [Povsos

1
=
=i - ny, |
! Fifilh o W

v [ : - :.'- ——
!? > | ESiE i:] fp——
et T s foe ol

Fig. 2 - Adveticemiartis Kelp orente
tosE

21d: adveriisements helfp usz
understand how markets for new
products weTe creaied and new
ta=Es were populari=ed. This 1577
advertizement for Lipton 12
sizggests that rovalty all gver the
workd = associated with this =2
In the background you see the
guter wall of an Indian palace
while in the faregrpnmd seated on
horashack 13 The third son of
Quest: Victoriz of Britain, Prince
Arthur, who was given the dtle

Duaks of Cmna..:.:{m_
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these, debates about dates contimie to be important.

As you have seen in the history textbooks of the past
two years, histordans now wriie ‘ahout a host of other
issues, and other questions. They lock at how people:
earned their livelihood, what thev produced and ste; how
cities developed and markets came up, how kingdoms
were formed and new ldeas spread, znd how cultures
and scciety changed.

Which dates?

By what criteria do we choose a set of dates as importamt?
The dates we select, the dates around which we compose
gur story of the past. are oot important oo their ow
They become vital because we focus on a particular set
of events as important. If ocur focus of smdy changes, if
we begin to lock at new issues, a new set ‘of dates will
appear significant

Consider an example. In the histories written by
British historians in India, the rule of each Governor-
Genersl was important. These histories began with the
rule of the first Governor-General. Warren Hastings, and
ended with the last Vicerov. Lord Mountbatten. In
separate chapters we read about the deeds of others —
Hastings, Weilesley, Bentinck. Dalhousie, Canning,
Lawrence, Lytton. Ripon, Curzen, Harding, rwin. It was
a seemingly never-ending succession of Governor-
Generals and Viceroys. All the dates in these history boolks
were linked to these personalities — to their acdvities,
policies, achisvements. It was as if there was nothing
putside their lives that was important for us to koow.
The chronelogy of their lives marked the different chapters
of the history of British India.

Can we not write abont the history of this pedod ima
different way? How do we focus on the activities of



different groups and classes in Indian society within the
format of this history of Governor-Generals?

When we write histery, or & story, we divide it into
d:lﬂpr"S Why do we do this? It is to give each chapter
some coherence. It is to tell 2 story in a way that makes
some sense and ean be followed. In the process we focus
only on those events thst help us to give shape to the
'=t-_11r we are telliing, In the histories. that revahve around
the life of British Governor-Generals, the activities of
Indians simplv donot fit, they have no space. What. then.
dowe do? Cleariy, we need another format for our history.
This would mean that the gld dates will no longer have
the significance they earlier had. A new set of dates will
become more important for us to know.

How do we periodise?

In 1817, James Mill. 2 Scottish economist and political
philosopher, published a massive three-volume work, A
History of British India. In this he divided Indian history
intn three periods — Hindu. Muslim and British. This
periodisation came to be widely aecepted. Can vou think
of anv problem with this way of locking at Indian history?
Why do we try and divide history into different periods?
We do soinan El:tempt to capture ‘the characteristics of a
time, its centrsl festures as they appear to us. So the
termns through which we periodise — that is, demarcate
the difference between periods — become important. They
reflect our ideas sbout the past. They show how we see
the significance of the change from one period to the next.
Mill thought that all Asian societies were at a lower level
of cvilisation than Europe. According to his telling of history,
before the British came to India, Hindu and Muslim liE':-PD'E
ruled the country, Religious intolerance, caste taboos and
superstitious practices dominated sedal life. Botish nule,
Mill felt. could civilise India. To do this it was necessamy to
introducs Euwropean manmers, arts, institutons and laws
in India. Mill, in fact, suggested that the British should

Fig. 3 — Wimrenn Hasting=
become the first Gonermnor
Crerieral of Indine in I773

Whils hiztory books nasrated the
deeds of Governor-Generals,
biographtes gloriiled tham ==
poTzons, ard paintings projected
them as powerful Hurss:

ln{%ﬁ.ﬁgﬁ?yﬁur mothar
or another member of
yvour family to find out
about thelr lite. Now
divide their life into
different periods and
list out the significant
events in sach period.
Explain the basis of
your pariodisation.

conguer all the territores in India to ensure the enlichtenment and happiness of the
mdian people, For India was not capable of progress without British help.

In this idea of history, British nile represented all the forces of progress and civilisation:
The period before British rile was ons of darkness, Can such =z conception be acceptad

today?

In any case, can we teier to any pedod of history as "Hindy™ or "Muslim™ Did not
a varety of faiths exist simmitanecusly in these periods? Why should we characterise
an age only through the religion of the rulers of the time? To do so is to suggest that
the lives and practices of the others do not reslly matter. We should also remember
that even milers in ancient India did not all share the same fzith.

HOR,

WHEN AND WHEHE 3



Moving =way from British classification, historians have usually divided Indian history
intaandent’, ‘medieval and ‘modern’. This division too has its prnhlﬁlns 1t is 3 periodisation
that is borrowed from the West where the modern period was assoriated with the
growth of 2l the forces of modernity — science, reason, demoeracy, liberty and equality,
Medieval was a term used to describe a society where thess features of modern society
did not exist. Can we uncritically accept this characterization of the modern period to
describe the period of our study? As you will see in this boek. under British mile people
did not have eguality. freedom or liberty. Nor was the period cone of economic growth
and progress.

Many historians thereiore refer to this perod as ‘celonial’.

What is colonial?

In this boolk you will read about the way the British came to conguer the country and
establish their rule, subjugating local nawabs and rajas. You will see how they
established control over the -economy and seciety, collected revenue to meet all their
expenses. bought the goods they wanted at low prices, produced crops they needed
for export, and you will understand the changes that came about a5 a Tonsequence.
You will also come to know about the changes Britsh rule brought sbout in values
and tastes, customs and practices, When the subjugation of one country by anather
leads fo these kinds of political, economic, social and cultural changes, we refer to the
process as colonisaton.

You will, however, find that all classes and groups did not experience these changes
in the same way. That is why the book is called Owr Pasts in the plural

How do We Know?
What sources do historians use in writing about the last 250 years of Indian history?

Administration produces records
Omne important source is the official records of the British administration, The British
believed that the act of writing was impeortant. Every instruction, plan, policy decision,
agreement. investigation had to be clearly written up. Once this was done, things
could be properly studied and debated. This conviction produced an administrative-
culture of memos, notings and reports.

The British zlso felt that 31l important documents and letters needed to be carsfully
preserved. So they set up record rooms atisched to all administrative institutions.
The village tahsiidar's office, the colleciorate, the commissioner’s office, the provincis]
secretariats, the lawcourts — all had their record rooms. Specizlised institntions like
archives and musenms were also established to preserve important records.

Letters and memos that moved from one branch of the administration to ancther
in the early vears of the mineteenth century can still be read in the archives. You can
also study the notes and reporis that district officials prepared; or the instructions
and directives that were sent by efficials at the top to provincial administrators.

In the early vears of the mineteerth century these documents were carefully copied out
m&bemﬁ:ﬁ;ﬂrwnﬂm*hxcﬂﬁﬂgmpblsts that is, bv :hgsevr}m@emﬁedinﬂmaﬂnf
beautiful writing. By thﬂmiddleutﬁ:fmdfa:ﬂ:hmm with the spread of printing,
mﬂn;ﬂﬂcﬂplﬁnithtﬂzmwmmnﬁd asmeedingsnteathﬂmmdfpm

Students, we-have read about the establishment of archive and museums by the

4 OUR PASTS—HI



British government to preserve important records. Similardy,

m Jammu and Kashmir region. special attention was paid
by Dogra Maharajas towards publicstion and presenvation
of fmportant records of the state, Since 1872, the Dogra
rulers began t© publish the Annual Administrative
Reports hizshlighting the various aspects of
administration- the income and expenditure, new works
mkeEn un, works completed ste. These reports preserved
in the state archives repositories, both at Jammu and
Srinagar, =n be used as 3 valuahis smirce material th
know shout the admimistrative developments that took
place in the region from time to time. Additionally. the
conservation and documentaton of wide range of tangible
and intangible heritase of the region In the two museums
namely Sri Pratap Museam (SPS) at Srinagar and Dogra
Art Musenm {n Jammu r=gion can be used o develop 2
better understanding of the traditionsl religious and
cultursl heritage of Jammm and Kashmir

5ri Pratap Museim pooularty Encwn 22 SPE Missum Ye=s sstablizhed by Manz=zja
Pratzp Singh 2t ShRagar i theye3r 1888, The sstapizhment of e mussum wes
sugesnsed by Sir John Maeshal, tne Direcior Ganeral of Arhaeaingieal Survey of
Ingiz TreDogra Art Museum wes esablizhed in thayvear 1853 The musedm was
Initally iInanauseted a2 Dogra At Gallery by Or Rajendsa Prasad, the first Fresicanl
ol [ndia 31 Garchi Brawan. IUw3s upgrasad as = 1ull- Tiedosd mussum and shifted o
= peazant bullding m the Mubarak Mandl Compiex, Jamiml.

Fig. 4 — The National Archives of Indie came G0 o the 1920

Wh=n New Delhl was built, ths Notiopsl Musepm and the National
Arehives were both Ineated close io the Vicerega! Palare Tis locaron
reflscts the mportance these nsdtutfons had o Britsh fmagination

Surveys become important

The practice of surveying also became common under
the coloniz! administration. The British believed that a
country had to be properly known before it could be
effectively administerad.

By the early nineteenth century detailed simveys were
hemE carried out to map zthe entiré ‘country. [n the
Tn.[i_a_d_'es TEVENLE SITVEVS were conducted. The effort vas
to know the topography, the seil guality, the flora. the

Source 1

Reportstothe
| Home Department

In 1945 the colonial
governmens: in India
wal aymgto put downa
mutiny that broke out
on the ship: of the
Roval Indian Navy. Here
iz a sample of the kind
of teports the Home
Department got from
the different f.irh-ck'.arﬁ-.

Bembay: Arrangements
have been made for
the Army o fake over
ships and esmbishment
Roval Nevy zhips are
_ remaming cutide the
+ harboyr.
HKzrachi: 301 mutneess:
e ﬁnﬁ&.;wﬁt and
a few more strongly
:u:p&-:b‘.ﬂ are to
be arrested ... All
esezblizhmens . are
under military guard.

fiza.gapa‘mamt The
position 1= completely
under conrol and no
violence Haz occurred.
Military guardz have
been placed con ships
and estzblizhments,
No further trouble i=
expected except thas
z few men mav refuze
to WoTk:
| Dirssoe of lnzalligen= HQ
Tt Coormimand. Sinnoan
Hepare No, = FoeNe 22196
Home |Pobia=ll,
{ Cotermmentof iy

Tl L o i l—— N . S, ~

e — e s
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fauna, the local histories, and the cropping pattermn — all the
facts ==en as necessary to kmow about to administer the region.
From the end of the nineteenth century., Census operations
were held every ten vears. These prepared detailed records
of the ﬂumhﬂ'EfPEDPIF irz all the provinces of India. noting
information on castes, religions and occupation. There wers
many other surveys — botanical surveys, zoological
surveys, archaeological survevs, anthropological survevs,
forest surveys.
Land Surveys
Similarly, in Jammu and Kashmir region, extensive land
Fig. 5 - A settlement operations were carried out in Kashmir from 1B46-
i d':;p . 1947 under different land settlement commissioners {like Andrew
1770 Wingate and Sir Walter Lawrence] appointed by the British
Bosaitcal grrderes and matal Govermment, These revenue surveys provide valosbleiniommation
histery museums =st=blished  ghout the entire agrarian structure including nature of land,
:? e Eff:dﬂffm FEnt pepe of soil. sources of irrigation, revenue, etc. and hence-can
about their uses. Locsl =riets  DE Used as 3 primary source o understand the agrarian economy
rﬁfﬁt.hj-\i o draw potwes. of the region. Besides complling the assessment reports,
mmﬁis y st Lawrence has alzo written an interesting account of Ka<hmir in
the w=y such idformston was his famous book, “The "’.‘—.’Iﬂf}' of K==bmir", which 5 2 valushle
?ME :’ﬂr;ﬂ;‘:i‘?ﬁ the TOUNCE of information for writing history of this period.
i of cobmiatismn What official records do not tell
From this vast corpus of records we
can get to know 3 lot. but we must
remember that these are official
records. They tell us what the
officials thought. what they were
interested n. and what they wished
to preserve for posterity. These
records do not aiways help us
understand what other people in the
country felt, and what lay behind

their actons.

Fig. B8 —Manpping and-suruey operationsin progress in Bengal, For that we npeed to lopk
adrawing by James Prinsep, 1832 elsewhere. When we begin to search
Wote how =l the nsmments thar were wsed in sumveys are  {or these other sources we find them
iﬂﬂﬁi i the foreground o emphasise the seleniifie nane of in Plﬂﬂt}'r ﬂiﬂugh thE_'\-" are more

prefest difficult to get than official records.
We have diaries of people, accounts of pilsrims and travellers, autobiographies of impertant
personalities. and popular booklets that were sold in the local bazaars. As printing
spread, newspapers were published and issues were debated in public. Leaders and
reformets wrote to spread theirideas, poets and novelists wrote to express their feelings,

All these sourees, however, were produced by these who were literate. From these wes
will not be able to understand how history was experienced and lived by the tribals and
the peasants, the workers in the mines or the poor on the streets, Getting to kmow their
lives is a more difficult tasic

& OUR PASTS—HI



Fig. 7 — The rebelz of 1857

Imsges’ nesd 1o be corefully stndied for they project the viewpoint of
thoss wha create them This imags con be found i ssveral ustrasd
hooks produced by the Bridsh affer the 1557 whelliom The caption-at
the bBomom says: “Mutinens sepoys share the loge”. In Brinsh
@Wﬁerﬁbﬂ:maﬂw wictwis snd bransl Yo will
read abont the rebdlllon in Chapeer 5.

It is in this direction that a treasure of oral traditions
in the form of folklore, folk tales and folk theatre has been
preserved by the people of Jammu and Kashmir region.
Mary genres of folk taditions like Ladishah, Bhand Pather,
Daastaan-got, Bhagtain, Packhan. etc depict the condition
of the common masses, particularly the most marginalised
sections of the sodety. Often transmitted from generation
to generation. these oral traditions not only depict the
socio-cultural and religicus life but also reflect the collective
psyche of the people of the region.

Such sources act 55 an important medinm to give
vaice to the volceless and the uniettered natives of the
region. When you read this beel further, you will come to
know more about such sources.

OTHER IMPORTANT SOURCES OF HISTORY OF JEK
Traveller's Accounts : Many European travellers visied Jammu and Kashmir
during the sacond haif of ¢ the ninetesnth cenlury sither © emoy the nafural
beguly or @5 mis=anaries proviting medical faciibes and imparting westam
education to the people A number of fraveloques e Wilkam Moorecrafts
Travels in Hiraigyan Coyvinges of Hindustan and heSunjab, In Lapakh 2w
Kashmir, in Peshawar, Kabul, Kundlz and Bokhara Baron Charles Huge's

Travels n Kashmir and Pusijab, Godfrey Vigne's Travel in Kashmir Laciakh,
Iskardn (2 \ols ) and Gegrge Forster's & Joumey from Bangal fo Engiand (2
Viols ) and many =ich works. besides descnbing the mesmersmg beauty of
fire region, provide a fair sccount of edmnistrabon. trade and commerce
economy, and scoo-culiurd [ of Jammu and Kashmir regicn

Source 2

“Not fit for human
, consumption”

Newspapers provide

accountzof the movements

in different pares of the

country. Here is & report

of a police srikein 19456,
More than 2000
policemen in Delhi
refused w zke therr
food on Thursday
moIning 3= 3 protest
agamszt their low
salarier and the
bad guality of foed
supplied to them
from the Police Lmes
kirchen

As the news spread
to the other police
sfd(ions, the men
there also refused w0
ke foad . One of
thesmkerszaid: “The
food supplied to us
from II'I.E-PIIJH.'.ELEIE
kitchen 15 not i for
hyman consumption.
Even catcle would
not eat che chappaicis
| and .daf which we
havewoear” f
| Ei" March l‘.’.‘r‘lﬁ_

e — | M—— il Seesssseeemmaent. IR 'I*-_wh-‘q.. —

Look at Sources 1 and 2,
Do you find any
differences in the nature
of reporting? Explain
what you obgarva.

HEOW, WHEN AND WHERE T



Biographies _ - _ _
Anather important source for writng history of modem Jammu and Kashmr mciude biographies ke Giwan Kipa
Ram's. Guiabnams (about Mahargja Gulab Singh) Ganeshdas Badhera's Rajdarshani (Genzological histery of
Jamimu) and Dr Karan Singh's autobigraphical account 'Feir Apparent Addiionally, iographles in Petsian and
olier analages alse provids valuabls miormation about the Kistary and culfure of the region in & chrondlegical
manner

Newspapers

The caiming of pint m the siate gave way to the publication of a number of impartant daily and weeltly newspapers.
Besides two important newspaners of the time namely Vidya Vilss {1867) (a bilingual weekly) and Ranbir (1832),
some offier vernacular nesspapers of the region ke Khidma Hamdad Vizshs elc can be used 35 a valualie
soiirce 10 know about the important events f2king place m Jammu and Kashmir region dormg thess times

B

Let's imagine Let's vecall

= =

Imagine that you are 1. State whether true or false;

a historian wanting {a)} James Mill divided Indian history into three
to find out about periods — Hindu, Muslim, Christian.

how agriculture (b} Oficial documents help us understand what
changed in a remot= the peopie of the county thinlk.

trihal area after (e} The Brtish thought surveyvs wers important
independence. List for effective administraticn.

the different wavs in

which you would find i "\

Informaticn on this. Lab’ﬂm»

- 2. What is the problem with the periodisation of Indian

history that James Mil offers?

3. Why did the British preserve offldal documents?

4. How will the information historians get from aold
newspapers be diffevent from that found in police
reporis?

5. Discuss the significance of administrative reporis
and land sirveys, a5 a valuzshle source for writing
the history of modern period of Jamm and Kashmin,

Let's 0

Canyou think of examples of surveys in your world
teday? Think about how tov companies get
information about what voun ¢ people enjov playing
with or how the government finds out about the
number of voung people in school. What can a
historian derive from such surveys?

i
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Aurangzeb was the last of the powerful Mughal rulers.
He established control over a very large part of the
territory that is now known as India. After his death in
1707, many Mughal governors (subadars) and big
zamindars began asserting their authority and
establishing regmnal kingdoms. As powerful regional
kulgdﬁmsﬂuﬂgzdmﬁnﬂuj parts of india, Delhi could
no longer function as an effective centre.

By the second hslf of the sighte=enth century, however,
a mew power was emerging on the political horizon —
the British. Did vou know that the British originally
came as a small rading company and were reluctant to

acquire territories? How then did thev come to be m=asters

of 2 vast empire? In this chapter vou will see how this
came gbout.

Fig. 1 — Bahadur Shah Zofar
arid his sons being arresied By
Coninin Hedson

Afear Avrangreb. there Was 1o
I:-G“._rﬁ.l"'.lughulrmar butMughsl
fmpersrs eontnusd @ be
symboleally bnportant. In faet,
when a nia=sive rebellion agamnsr
Hritish rile broke gnt in 1857,
Eahadur Shah Zafar, the Mughal
mperor 2t the s w=s scon =3
the hatural leader. Ones the revsit
was put down by the company,
Bahadnir Shah Tafer was foreed
lezve the Hngdom, ‘and his zons
wezezhot in opld blsed.



East India Company
Comes East

In 1600, the Ezast India
Company acquired a charter
; : from the ruiler of England,

Y \ Queen Elizabeth |, granting it
| | the sole right to trade with the-
Vi East. This meant that no other
: trading group in England counld
compete with the East india
Company. With this charter
the Company could venture
across the oceans, locking

Mercantile — A business
enterprise that makes
profit primarily through
trade, buving goods
cheap and selling them
at higher prices

IO OUR PASTS—HI

for new lands from which it
could buy goods at a cheap price, and carry them
back to Eurocpe to sell at higher prices. The Company
did not have to fear competition from other English
trading companies. Mercantile trading companies
{n those davs made profit primsarily by excluding
competition, so that they could buy chieap and sell dear.

The roval charter, however, ‘could not prevent cther
Eurcpean powers fiom entering the Eastern markets,
By the time the first English ships sailed down the
west coast of Africa, round the Cape of Good Hepe, and
crossed the Indian Ocean. the Portuguese had already
established their presence in the western coast of
India, and had their base in Goa. In fact, it was Vasco
da Gama, = Portuguese explorer, who had discoversd
this sea route to India in 14958, By the early seventeenth
century. the Dutch too were E\rpiunm:: the possibilities
of trade in the Indian Ocean. Soon the French traders
arrived on the scene:

The problem was that all the companies were
interested in buving the same things, The fine quslities
of cotton and silk produced in India had a big mariet
in Europe. Pepper, cloves. cardamom and cinmamon tog
were in great demand. Competition amongst the
Eurcpean companies inevitably pushed up the prices
at which these goods could be purchased, and this
reduced the profits that could be earmed. The anly way
the trading companies could flourish was by fltmjuatm__
rivel eompetitors. The urgde to securs markets therefore
led to fierce battles between the trading companies.
Through the seventeenth and eighteenth centnries thev
regularly sank each other's ships, blockaded routes,
and prevented rival ships from moving with supplies of



goods. Trade was carried on with arms and trading
posts were protected through fortification.

This effort to fortify settlements and carry on profitsble
trade also led to intense conflict with local rulers. The
company therefore found it difficult to separate trade
fromi politics. Let us ses how this happened.

East India Company begins trade in Bengal

The first English factory was set up on the banks of

the river Hugli in 1651, This was the base-from which

the Compamny’'s raders. known at that time as “factors”.

operated. The factory had = warshouse where goods

for export were stored, and it had offices whers Company

officials sat. As trade expanded, the Company persnaded

merchants and traders to come and settle near the

factory. By 1696 it began building a fort around the

settlement. Two yvears later it bribed Mughal officials

into giving the Company zamindari rights over three

villages. One of these was Kalikata. which later grew

into the city of Calcutts or Kolkata as it is lnown today.

It also persuaded the Mughsal smperor Aurangeeb to

issue a_farman granting g the Company the right to trade Farman — A rova! edict,
duty free. a royal order

The Company tried continuously to press for more
concessions and manipulate existing privileges.
Aurangzeb’s farman, for instance, had granied only
the Company the rght to trade duty free. But officials
of the Company. who wers carrying on private trade on
the side, were sxpected to pay duty. This they refiised
to pay, causing an enormous loss of revenue for Bengal,
How could the Nawab of Bengzal, Murshid Quli Khan,
not protest?

Fig. 3 = Looal boars bring goods
Jrom ships n Maddros, pamied &)
Willlmm SimoseL I857
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Puppet — Literally, a toy
that you ean move with

strings. The term is used
disapprovingly to refer to
a person wiio is controlled

by somecne slse.

Did you know? |

Did you know how Piasssy
ot its name? Plassey s an
anglicised pronunciation
of Palashl and the placs
derived its rame from the
palosh tree known for its
Beautifil red flowers that
yvield gu/al, the powder
used in the festival of Hell.

12 OUR PASTS—HI

How trade led to battles

Through the early eighteenth century the conflict between
the Company and the nawabhs of Bengal intensified.
Atfter the death of Avwrangzeb, the Bengal nawabs asserted
their power and autonomy, as other regional powerswere
doing at that time. Murshid Quli Khan was followed by
Alivardi Khan and then Sirajuddaulsh as the Nawsb of
Bengal. Each one of them was a stromg ruler. They refused
to grant the Companv concessions. demanded large-
tributes for the Company's right to trade, denied it anv
rizht to mint coins, and stopped it from extending its
fortifications. Accusing the Company of deceit, th?*_r
claimed that the Company was depriving the Bengal
government of huge amounts of revenue and
undermining the authority of the nawab: It was refusing
to pay tsxes, writing disrespectful letters, and ftrving to
humiliste the nawab and his offidals.

The Company on its part declared that the unjust
demands of the local officials were riining the trade of
the Company, and trade could flourish only if the duties
were removed. It was also convinced that to expand
trade it had to enlarge its settlements. buy up villages,
and rebuild its forts.

The conflicts led to confrontations and finally
culminated in the famous Battle of Plassey.

The Battle of Plassey

When Alivardi Khan died in 1756, Sirajuddaunlzh became
the nawab of Bengal. The Company was worrded about
his power and keen on 2 puppet ruler who would
willingly give trade concessions and other privileges,
So it tried, though without success, to help one of
Sirajuddsaulah's rvals become the nawab. An infurated
Sirajuddaulah asked the Company to stop meddling in
the political affairs of his dominion. stop fortification,
and pay the revenues, After negotiations failed, the
Nawab marched with 30,000 soldiers to the English
factory at Kassimbazar, captured the Company officials,
locked the warehouse, disarmed all Englishmen, and
blockaded English ships. Then he marched to Caleutta
to establish control over the Compamny's fort there.

On hearing the news of the fall of Calcutta, Company
officials in Madras sent forces under the command of
Robert Clive, reinforced by naval Heets. Prolonged
negotistions with the Nawab followed. Finally, in 1757,
Robert Clive led the Company's army against
Sirasjuddaulah at Flassev. One of the main reasons for



Fig. 8- TheGeneral
Colrt Rodim, EaSE
Irrita House
ceaoerhall Sireet
The Court- 6f
Fropretors of the
Ezsr India Company
haet their mesrings
ir: the East Indla
Hot=e o' Tead=nhall
Strese in London:
This 1= a piotwre of
on= of their mestings
In yTogress

thie defeat of the Nawab was that the forces led by Mir Jafar, one of
Sirajuddaulsh’s commanders, never fought the battle. Clive had
managed o secure his support by promising to make him nawab
after crushing Sirajuddaulsh.

The Battle of Plassev became famous because it was the first
major victory the Company won in India.

Source 1§

Fig. 6 — Sirajuddauiah

'y

The promise of riches

The territorial ambitions of the mearcandle Fase India
Company were viewed with diftrust and doubr it England.
After the Battle of Plassey, Robery Clive wrote o William
Fire, one of the Principal Secretaries of State 1o the English
monarch, on 7 Januarv 1753 from Calcurea:

Bur=zo large 3 zover=ignoy may poznbly be an ebject
too axtensive for 3 mercandle Eﬂmpaﬂv - T-flagter
mivself . ‘that there will be hale or no dithaler in
obtaming ths abzoluie possezsion of these nch

TG

bingdoms:: . Now lle=ve vou to judge. whether an
mncome vearly of two million steviing with the
posseszion of three provinces . be an object deserving
the public artengon ...

oo T L, T, L Y e T, Tl O
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Source 2

_ After the defeat at Plassey, Sirajuddaunlah was

S Ao i/ assassinated and Mir Jafar made the nawab. The
The Nawab { Company was still unwilling te take over the
respm:s:bﬂlhf of administration. Its prime objective was
the expansion of trade. If this conld be done without
conquest, through the help of local rulers who were
willing to grant privileges, then territories need not be
talten over directly.

complains

In 1753 the Nawab of
Bengal said thizaboutthe
Eu‘-'{liah maders;

When ther first came
mto th:e \‘.:ﬂl,mﬂ"F ther
gqm-_m.mcn: in =
humble manner for
hberty 1o purchase a
sipot of gqround o
build a faceary hopze
upon, which waz no
sooner granted bur
they built a ztrong
fort, surrounded it
with a dutch which has
communication with
the rver and mouneed
= -great number of
guns upon-the walls.
Thev have enrticed
zsvaral ‘merchant=
znd others to go and
tzks protecuon undsr
diem and thev callext
a2 TEVEDUS which
ameuns o Bs 100 000
they reb and
plunder and earTy
great number of the
km5 subjectzof both
sexesintd slavers e
thelr own contey

&mﬂ"
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Soon the Company discovered that this was rather
difficult. For even the puppet nawabs were not alwavs
as helpfirl as the Company wanted them to be. After all,
they had to maint=in 3 basic appearance of dignity and
soversignty if they want=d respect from their subjects.

What could the Company do? When Mir Jafar
pmotesied, the Company deposed him and installed Mir
Qasim in his place, When Mir Qasim complained, he in
turn was defeated in a battle fought at Buxar (1764).
driven out of Bengal, and Mir Jafar was reinstalled. The
Nawzab had te pay Rs 300,000 every month but the
Company wanted more money to finance its wars, and
meet the demands of trade and its other expenses. It
wanted more territories and more revenue. By the time-
Mir Jatar died in 1765 the mood of the Company had
changed. Having falled to work with puppet nawabs, Clive
declared: "We must indeed become nawabs ocurselves.”

Finally, in 1765 the Mughal emperor appointed the
Cm:u}_:ia:l:n as the Diwan of the provinces of Bengal The
Diwani allowed the Company to use the vast revenue
respurces of Bengal This solved a major problem that
the Company had earlier faced. From the early sighteenth
century its trade with India had expanded. But it had
to bm' most af the goods in India with gold and sibver
imiported from Britain. This was because at this time
Britain had no goods to sell in India. The outflow of
gold from Britain slowed after the Battle of Plassey.

and entirely stopped after the assumption of Diwani.

Now revenues from India could finance Company
expenses. [hese revenues could be used to purchase
cotton and silk textiles in India, maintzin Company
troops. and meet the cost of building the Company fort
and offices at Calcutts, '

Company officials become “nabohs”

What did it mean to be nawabs? It meant of course that
the Company acquired more power and autherity, But
it also meant something slse. Each company servant
began to have visions of living like nawabs.



After the Battle of Plassey the actual nawsbs of

Bengal were forced to give land and vast sums af money
as personal gifis to Company officials. Robert Clive
him=elf amassed z fortune in [ndiz. He had come to
Madras [now Chennsi] from England in 1743 at the
age of 18, When in 1767 he left Indiz his [ndian fartune
was worth £461,102. lntereaﬁ__ugl}'. when he was
appointed Governor of Bengal in 1764, he was asked to
remnove corruption In Company administration but he
was himself cross-examined in 1772 by the British
Parliament which was suspicious of his vast w=alth.
Although he was acguitted, he eommitted suicide
in 1774

However. not all Company afficials succeeded in
majﬂn.r-: money lilke Clive. Many died an early death

in Indfa due to disease and war and it would not be
right to regard all of them as comupt and dishonest.
Many of them came from humble backgrounds and
their uppermost desire was to eam enough in India,
return to Britain and lead a comfortable life. Thoss
who managed to return with wealth led flashy lives
and ﬂﬂuﬂted their riches, They were called *nabohbs”
— &n a.nﬂims#:l version of the Indian word nawab.
They were often seen as upstarts and social climbers
in British society and were ridiculed or made fun of
in plays and cartoons.

Company Rule Expands

H we analyse the process of annexation of Indian states
by the East India Company from 1757 to 1857, certain
key aspects emerge. The Company rarely launched a
direct military attack on an unknown territory. [nstead
it used = variety of political, economic and diplomatic
methods to extend its influence before annexing an

After the Battle of Buxar (1764), the Company
appointed Residents in Indian states. They were political
or commercial agents and their job was to serve and
further the interests of the Company. Through the
Residents, the Company officials began interfering in
the internal affsirs of Indian states. Theyv tred to decide
who was to be the succes=or to the throne, and who
was to be appointed in administrative posts, Sometimes
the Company forced the states into a “subsidiary
allianes”. According to the terms of this slliance, Indian
rulers were not allowed tg have their independent armed
torces, They were to be protected by the Company, but

a Comminee in Parkament.

L

Source 3

.-'J'

How did Clive i
see himself?

At hizhearingin fron: of J

Clive declared thar he had
shoun admirable restraint
after the Baule of Flas=.
Thi=is what he sid:

Conzider the siruanon
mwhich the YICEOTY-AL
Plaszer had pinceﬂ
me! Agrestprince was
dependent on mv
pleasure; an opulent
aty lay at my meroy:
St vichest banker tad
against each other
for my amiles; I
walked chrough vauls
which were thrown
open o me alone,
pilad on-sither hand
with gold 2nd jewals!
Mz Charrman, at
thiz moment T stand
n-tunuheﬂ AL mv
modsratian.

B I T T T ——— . T TR ¥ S ——

L3
by
1

o Aetivity

Imagine that you ars &
young Company official
who has been in India
for & few months.
Write a letter home to
your mother tslling her
gbout your luxurious
lifs and contrasting it
with your earlier life in
Britein,
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Fig. 7 —Nasah Shigauddaideh
af Aicadh, unih hic sgris arud the
British Resident. painfed by Ty
Ketfie{oldl. 1772)

The reafes that followed the
Batzle of Buxar forced Rzwab
Shmijanddaniab th g ©p moch
of his suthorfiy. Heve, Rowever
he posss in tegal splendour,
wwenng grer the Restd=nr

Injunction — Instructon

Subservience —
Submissiveness

Fig. 8 — Tipu Sufian

I& OUR PASTS—HI

had to pay for the “subsidiaty forces™ that the Company
was supposed to maintain for the purpose of this
protection. If the Indian milers fziled to malke the payvment.
then part of their territory was taken away as penalty.
For exampie, when Richard Wellesley was Governor-
General (1798-1805), the Nawshbh of &Awazdh was forced
to give over half of his territory to the Company in 1801,
as he failed to pay for the “subsidiary forces™. Hyderabad
was also forced to cede territordes on similar grounds.

Source 4

What power did the Resident have?

residents appomnted by the Company.

We place a resident, who really s kg of the
countrv, wharsver injunctions of non-meerferencs
ke mav act undsr. Ax long asthe prince acts m
perfect subservience. and does what is sgresable
0 thEtE';i-deuG thatiz, to the Briseh Covernment,
chings go on qmﬁlr they are managed without
the remdentappearing much in the adminkoacen
of affairs but when anything of a different
narure hﬂppt_tm the momens the prince makesa
vourse which the Brosh Govermmentthink WIGHG,
then comes clashmgand diswmrbance.
damez Ml (1533

i
This it what James Mill, the famoys economiizt and
political philosopher from Scodand, wrote abour the

T VR DT, T O S .

Tipu Sultan — The “Tiger of Mysore"

The Company resorted to direct military confrontation
when it saw 2 threat to its political or economic interests.
This ean be illustrated with the case of the southemn
Indian state of Mysore.

Mysore had grown in strength under the lsadership
of TJUWEl‘fu_'[ rulers lilee Haidar Al frialed from 1761 to
1782) and his famous son Tipu Sultan {uled from 1782
to 1799). Mysore controlled the profitsble trade of the
Malabar coast where the Company purchased pepper
and cardamom. In 1785 Tipu Sultan stopped the export
of sandalwood, pepper and cardamom through the ports
of his kingdom, and disallowed local merchant=s from
trading with the Company. He also estahlished a close



Fig. B — Conuw«llis receming the
TEMS OF I DL ST a5 hastages
Degirged by Davitel Orme; 1733
The Compamy fofcss wers
d=feared by Haidar Alt and Tipu
Sultan in s=veral bamles, B in
1792, anacksd by the combined
forz== of the Mavarhos, the
Nizzm of Hyderahsd sndthe
Compary. Tipu w== forced ta
csign g weaty withi the Britsh
by which two of his sgn= weire
t=ken sway 3= hostages British
patrters siveavs Hked peinrting
sremes that showed the triumpl
o Britdsh power.

relationship with the French in India. and modernised
his army with their help.

The British were furious. They saw Haidar and Tipu
as ambitious, arrogant and dangerous — rulers who had
to be controlled and crushed. Four wars were fought
with Mysore (1767-69, 1780-84. 1720-82 and 1799). .
Omlv in the lzst — the Battle of Seringapatam — did the | 1he legend of Tipu
Company ultimately win a victory. Tipu Sultsn was
killed defending his capital Seringapatam, Mysore was Kings are often surrounded
placed under the former ruling dynasty of the Wodeyars by legend and thair powers

and a subsidiary alliance was imposed on the state. glnrif.ieri theoligh ﬁ?]qure'
, Here s alegend about Tipu

Sultan who became the
riler of Mysore in 17821t
is-gard that opce he-went
hunting in the forgst with a
French friend. Thers he
came face to face with 2
tiger, His gun did not work
and his dagger fell 1o the
ground. He battled with the
tiger unarmed untll he
managed to reach down
and plck up the dagger,

Fig. 10 — Tipu's tou fger Finzlly he was able to kill
Thiz e the pirowe of 2 big mockanieal thy that Tipu possezssd the tiger in the battie: After
You con see o nger maning a Furopean soldier. When frs handls this he.cameto be known
was tomned the 1oy tdger reared and the soldier shrisked This toy- ag the “Tiger of Mysore”. He

teer 1= now kept In the Victorta and Athert Myssom in London
The British teck it gway wiien Tipo Sultey died defending his I
capital Sertngapatom on 4 Maye 1729, on his fiag,

had the imagsa of the tlger
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B ﬂww. . War with the Marathas

From the lste eighteenth century the Company ziso
sought to curb and eventually destroy Maratha power.
With their defeat in the Third Battle of Panipatin 1761,

Imagine that you have
¢come across two oid
nawspapers reporting

on the Battle of the Marathas” dream of ruling from Delhi was shattered.
Seringapatam and the Tth.: wete divided into many states under different
dasth of Tipu Sultan. chiei= | sardars) belonging to dynasties such a= Sindhis,
One is & British paper Holkar, Gailtwad and Bhonsle, These chiefs were held
anit the othari&. from together in = confederacy upder & Peshwa (Princips!
Mysors. Write the ' Minister) who became its effective military and

administrative head based In Pune. Mahadji Sindhia
and Nana Phadnis were two famous Maratha soldiers
and statesmen of the late sighteenth century.

headline for each of
the two newspapers.

The Marasthss were subdued in 3 series of wars. In
the first war that ended in 1782 with the Treaty of
Salbai, there was no clear victor. The Second Anglo-
Maratha War (1803-05) was fought on different fronts.
resulting in the British Ealnlng Orissa and the
territories north of the Yamuns rver including Agra
and Delhi. Finally, the Third Anglo-Maratha War of
1817-13 crushed Maratha powsr. The Peshwa was
removed and sent away to Bithur near Hanpur with a
pen=ion. The Company now had complete confrol over
the territories south of the Vindhyas.

Confederacy — Alliance

The claim to paramounticy

It is clear from the -above that from the early nineteenth
century the Company pursued an aggressive policy of
territorial expansion. Under Lord Hastings (Governor-
General from 1813 to 1823) a mew policy of “paremountcy’
was initiated. Now the Company claimed that its authority
Was paramount or supreme, hence its power was greater
than that of I[ndian states. In order to protect its interests
it was justified in annexing or threatening to ann=x
any Indian kingdom. This view continued to Eu.uif laster
British policies as well

This process, however, did not go unchallenged. For
example, when the British tded to annex the small state
of Kitoor (in Kamataks todsy), Hani Channamma took
to =rms znd led an ant-British resistance movement.
She was arrested io 1824 and died in prison in 1829,
Fig. 12 - A Stemeofthe Queenof But Rayanna, a poor chowkidar of Sangoli in Kitoor,
Eiroar (Ramataia) carried on the resistance. With popular suppoert he
destroved many British camps and records. He was
caught and hanged by the British in 1830. You will
read maore shout severzl cases of resistance later in

the boolc
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In the late 1850s the East India
Company became worried about Russia.
It imagined that Russia might expand
across Asiz and enter Indla from the
north-west. Driven by this fear, the
British now wanied to secure their
control over the north-west: They fought
a prolenged war with Afghanistan
between 1838 and 1842 and esizsblizhed
indirect Company rule there. Sind was
taken over in 1843, Next in line was
Punjab. But the presence of Maharaja
Hanjit Singh held back the Company.
After his death in 1839, two prolonged
wars were fought with the Sikh
kincdom. Ultimately, in 1843, Punjab

was annexed.

The Dectrine of Lapse
The final wave of annexations ooourred
under Lord Dalhousie who was the
Governor-General from 1848 to 1856.
He devised a policy that came to be
known as the Doctrine of Lapse. The
doctrine declared that if an Indian ruler
died without 2 male heir his kingdom
would “lapse”, that is, become part of
Company territory. One kingdom after
anocther was annexed simply by
applving this doctrine: Satars (15848), Sambalpur (1850),
Udaipur {1852), Nagpur |(18533) and Jhansi (1854L
Finaily, in 1856, the Company also took over Awadh,
This time the British had an added argoment — they
said they were “chliged by duty” to take over Awadh in
order to free the people from the “misgovernment™ of
the Nawab! En‘rﬂqed by the humiliating way in which
the Nawah was depuseﬂ_ the peopie of Awadh joined
the great revoit that broke out io 1857,

lnmglm thnt you are a nawab’s nephew and have bean
brought up thinking that you will one day be king. Now
you find that this will not be allowad by the British
because of the new Doctrine of Lapse. What will ba
your feelings? What will you plan to do so that you ean
inherit the crown?

Fig. 18 -Mohargn Ramgit Singh
holding court

Fig. 14 —A portreet gf Vet
Surendra Sail
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Fig. 14 a— india 1797 Fig. 14 b - India. 1540

Fig. 11 a, b, c - Expans=ion of Britich
tErroriol poller Findio

Look =t these maps slong with & gresent-
day political map of Indflz In eark of these
maps; ty and tdentify the different parts of
Indie thar were not under British rule.

Fig. 1dc —Indin. 1857
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Setting up a New Administration

Warren Hastings (Governor-Genera! from 1773 to 1785]
was one of the manyv impertant figures who played a
signifieant role in the expansion of Company power. By
hi= time the Company had acquired power not oniy
in Bengal, but also in Bombay and Madras. British
territories were broadly divided into administrative units
called Presidencies. There were three Presidencies: Bengal
Madras and Bombay. Each was ruled by a Governor.
The supreme head of the administration was the
Governor-General. Wammen Hastings, the first Governor-

Qazi - A judge

Mufti - A jurist of the
Muslim community
responsible for
expounding the law
that the gazi would

administer

Impeachment — A trisl
by the House-of Lords
in England for charges

of misconduct broughit
again=st a person in the
House of Commens

General. introduced several administrative reforms,
notably in the sphere of justice.

From 1772 a new system of justice was established.
Each district was to have two courts — a criminza! court
| frujdart adalar) and a civil eourt (ditvart adalar). Manlvis
and Hindu pandits interpreted Indian laws for the Ewnopean district collectors who
presided over civil courts, The criminal courts were still under a gazi and a mufH but
under the supervision of the collectors.

A mzjor problem was that the Brahman pandits gave different interpretations
of local laws based on different schools of the dharmashastra. Tc bring sbout
uniformity, in 1775 eleven pandits were asked to compile a digest af Hindu laws. N.B.
Halhed translated this digest into English. By 1778 a code of Muslim laws was zalso
cormpiled for the benefit of Eurcpean judges: Under the Regulating Aet of 1773, a new
Supreme Court was sstablished, while 3 court of appeal — the Sadar Nizamat Adalat —
was also set up at Caicutia.

Fig. 15 — The tricl of Wizren Hosting=, painted by 86 Folleaord, 1759

Whsn Warren Hastings went back to Englarid in 1755, Edmund Burke afcused
him &f being perzonally respansible far the misgovernynent of Bongal This lad to
an impeachment procesding in the Britizh Parlisment that lested saven vears
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Bowrce 5

i}

"I impeach the f
‘commofl enemy and

oppressor of allL.” J

Here is a passage from
Edmund Burke's dloguenc
epening spesch dunng !
the impeachnient
Warren Hastings:
I EIII.?'EF_EB. him m the:
name of the people of
India, whose nightz he
has mrodden under
hiz foocand whose
copnery he bas turned
mieo x desert. Lastiv in
the game of human
nature uzelf, in the
name of borh the
sexes, in the name of
everv age, in the
name of every 12nk, I
impeach the common
Enemy: End oppressor

oiall

. TR | [T T e L T T

Dharmashastras —
prescribing social rules
and codes of behaviour.
composed from e 500 =ce
oIwards

Sawar — Men on horses

Musket — A heavy zun
used by infanttv soldiers
Matchlock — An =ariv
type of gun in which the
powdser was ignited by a
match
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The prncipal figure in zn Indian district was the
Collector. As the ttle suggesis, his main job was to
collect revenue and taxes and maintain law and crder
in his district with the help of judges. police officers
and darogas. His otfice — the Collectorate — became the
new centre of power and patronage that steadily
replaced previous holders of authority.

The Company army

Colonia!l rule in India brought in some new ideas of
administration and reform but its power rested on its
military strength, The Mughal army was msinly
composed of cewalrr (samars: trained saldiers on
horseback) and infantry, that is, paidal (foot] scldiers.
Thev were given aining in archery (teerandazi) and
the use of the sword. The cavalry dominated the armv
and the Mugha! state did niot feel themedmharealur@
professionally trained infantry. The rural areas had a
large number of armed peasants and the loca! zamindars
often supplied the Mughsils with paidal soldiers.

A change occurred in the eighteenth century when
Mughal successor states lilee Aswwvadh and Benaras started
recruiting peasants into their armies and training them
== professionsl soldiers, The East Indis Companyv adopted
the same method when it began recruitment for its own
army, which came to be known as the sepoy ammy (from
the Indian word sipahi meaning soldier).

As warfare technology changed from the 1820s, the
cavalry requirements of the Company's army declined.
This is because the British empire was fishting in Burma,
Afghanistan and Egypt where soldiers were armed with
muskets and matechlocks. The scldiers of the
Company’s army had to keep pace with changing military
reguirements and its infantrv regiments now became-
more mportamnt.

In the early nineteenth century the British began to
develop a uniform military culture. Seldiers were
increasingly subjected to Eurcpean-style training, drll
and discipline that regulsted their lite far more than
before. Citen this created problems since caste and
community feelings were ignored in building a force of
professional soldiers. Could individuals so easily giveuip
their caste and religious feelings? Could they seze
themselves only as soldiers and not as members of
communities?

What did the sepoys feel? How did they react to the
changes in their lives and their identity — that is, their



sense of who they were? The Revelt of 1857
gives us a giimpse into the world of the sepoys.
You will read about this revolt in Chapter b.

Reforming Administration in

Jammu & Kashmir

After takdng the reins of administration of
the state in his hands in 1846, Maharaja Gulab
Singh teok many steps to reform and recrganise
the adminlstatdon. Howerer, due to his pre- . =
ofcupation with the territorial expansion of the Fig. 16— A sawar of Bergal (n the service o
region, he could hardly find any time to e Company. panted by an unknown Indian
introduece: any major change in the e S
administrative set up. His successor Maharia ALET LHISBITICS WANE 1 MRta s ans the

: - - . Mysors rulers, the Company realissd the
Ranbir Singh made many reforms and chanzes  jpmporance of strengthening 113 eavalry fores.
in the administration of the state. He set up
three main deparments-the revenue, the civil
and the military-with clearly defined spheres of work. The Judicial system was
reorganicad and a penal code for the first time, called the Ranbir Penal Code, was
cﬁmimsed., which, with changes. was followed In Jammu and Ksshmir g1l 2019, It was
during the reign of Ranbir Singh that modem education institutions were set up in
the state (2bout which you will read in detail in the chapter 11). However it was during
Pratap Singh's rule that major changes were introduced in the administration. British,
as you have read, were graduslly annexing Indiz bit by bit but having an sllianee with
the Maharaja of the state, they tried to exsrciss control. indivectly. A Resident was
deputed i the siste who began reionning and reorganising the administration. New
departments of public works, police, accounts, forests and revenue were either created
or re-estaeblished on modem lines. British officers were placed in the state © look
after these departinents. Sir Walter [awrenee. about whom vou read in the previous
chapter, was appointed as the [and Sctlement Officer to introduce land revemue
reiorms o the state. Two Municipslities, one sach for Sonadar snd Jammm diies
also came into being

Conclusion

Thus the East India Company was transformed from a trading company to a territorial
colomial power. The arrival ‘of new steam technelogy in the eariy nineteenth century
also gided this process. Till then it wounld take anywhere between six and =ight months
to travel to Indiz by sea. Steamships reduced the journey time to three weeks enabling
more Britishers and their families to come to a far-off coumtry likke India.

By 1857 the Company came to exercise direct rule over about 83 per cent of the
territory and 78 per cent of the population of the Indian subrontinent. Combined with
its indirect influence on the remaining territory and population of the country, the
East India Company had virtually the whole of India under its contral.
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ELSEWHERE

Slave Trade in South Africa

The Dutch trading ships reached southern
Africa In the ssventeeath century. Soen a
slave trade began. People were caplures,
chalned and sold in slave markets. When
slavery ended in 1834 there were 36,774
privately owned slaves at the Cape —
located at the southem most tip of Afica.

A visiter fo the E:‘npa in 1824 has lefi
6 moving account of what he zow ot o
slove auchon:

Having learned that there was to be
sale of cattle, farm-stock, elc by auction, ... we halted our wagon for the purpose of
procuring fresh oxen, Among the stock ... was a female slave and her three children.
The farmers examined them, as if they h-m‘ beed 50 many head of cattle. They were
sold separately, and to different purchasers. The tzars, the anxiety, the anguisk of the
mather, while she ... cast heart-rending look upon her children, and the smpiidty and
touching sorrow of t&e poor young ores while they clung fo thelr distracted parent ...
contrasted with the marked insensitivity and jocular countenances of the. spectafors

Quoted-in Nigel Wordon-er ai, The Choins: thor 3ind us o History of Slavery o the Cape, 1994,

o imagine. MRS

You are living in 1. Maich the ollowing:
England in the late O . Tiou Siiltan
eightesnth or early ¥
nineteenth century. “Tiger of Mysor=" right to callect land revenus
How would vou have -
- foujdan adalar Sepoy
reacted to the stories: S
of British conguests? Rani Channsmma crimminal court

Remember that you
would hsve read
about the mmenss
fortines that many
of the officials were
making.

sipahi led an anti-British
movementin Kitngr

i

Fillin the blanks:

{a) The British conquest of Bengal bedan with the
Battle nf :
b) Haidar All and Tipu Sullan were the ruless of

€] Dalbousisimplementad the Doclrine of
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fia

{dl Maratha kingdoms were located mainly in the part of
Indi=.

State whether true or false:

(=) The Mughsl empire became sironger In the esighteenth century.

(b) The English East Indiz Company was the only Eurepean compamny
that traded with India.

{c) Maharaja Ranjit Singh was the niler of Punjab.

(d} The British did not ntroduce administrative changes in the
territories thev conguered.

Let's Biscass

LEER

What attracted European trading companies to India?

What were the areas of conflict between ths Bengsl nawabs and
the East Indis Company?

How did the assumption of Diwani benefit the East India Company?
Explain the system of “subsidiary slliance.

In what way was the administration of the Company different from
that of Indian ralers?

Describe the changes that occurred in the composition of the
Company sarmy.

Discuss the major changes that oecurred in the adminisiration of
Jammu and KEsshmir after 1846,

Let'sdo

13,

11.

- -

After the British congquest of Bengal. Calcutta grew from
a small village to a big city. Find cutabout the culture, architecture
and the life of Ewropeans and Indians of the elty during the ¢olonial
period,

Collect pictures, stodes, pooms and information about any of the
following — the Rani of Jhansi, Mahadii Sindhia, Haidar All, Maharaja
Hanjit Singh, Lord Dalhousie or any other contemporary ruler of
your region.
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Fig. 1 - Rokeri Clive
aroepiinggy ithe Dot
of Bemipal  Bifinr ard
Orissa from: che Mughal
rulerin 1780

The Company Becomes the Diwan

On 12 August 1765, the Mughsl emperor appointed the East India
Company as the Diwan of Bengal, The actiial event most probably
took place in Robert Clive's tent, with a few Englishmen and
Indians as witnesses. But in the painting sbove, the event is
shown as a majestic occasion, tsking place in 2 grand setting.
The painter was commissioned by Clive to record the memorahble
events in Clive's life. The grant of Diwani clearly was one such
event in British imagination.

As Diwan. the Company became the chief financial
administrator of the territory under its control. Now it had to
think of administering the land and organising its revenue
rescurces. This had to be done in a way that conld yvield enongh
revenue to meet the growing expenses of the company. A trading
eompany had also to ensure that it could buv the products it
needed and sell what it wanted.



Over the vears the Company also leamnt that it had to
move with some caution. Being an alien power, it needed
o pacify those who in the past had riled the epuntryside,
and enjoved authority and prestige. Those who had held
local power hLad to be conirolled but they counld not be
entirely eliminated.

How was this to be done? In this chapter we will see
bow the Company came to colonise the countryside, organise
revenue resources, redefine the rights of peeple, and preduce
the crops it wanted.

Revenue for the Company

The Company had become the Diwan, but it sdll saw ii=elf
primarily as z trader. It wanted a large revenue income but
was unwilling to set up any regular system of assessment
and collectiori. The effort was to increase the revenue as much
as it could and buy fine cotton and silk cloth as cheaply as
possible. Within five years the value of Zoods bought by the
Company in Bengal doubled. Before 1865, the Company had
purchased goods in India by importing goid and silver from
Britain. Now the revenue collected in Bengal could finanee
the purchase of goods for export.

Soon it was clear that the Bengal economyv was facing
a deep crisis, Artisans were ée:erﬂ.ﬂg 1.1]132&5 since LhEE'
were being forced to sell their goods to the Company at low
prices. Deasants were unable to pay the dues that were baing
demanded irom them. Artisana! production was in decline,
and agricultural cultivation showed signs of collapse. Then
in 1770 a terrible famine killed ten million people in Bengal.
About one-third of the population was wiped out.

Fig. 2 - A weekly mnarket
in Murshilobhai in Bengal
Pez=zants and ardsans
from rural sveas regulariy
c=me o these weskly
mariéts (heats] th 22l
thelr gnod=:and buuv what
they nesded These markets
were badly affecced during
times: of scomomie crizis

RUOLING THE COUNTRYSHIE a7



The need to improve agriculture

If the sconomy was in ruins, could the Company be
certain of its revenue income? Most Company afficials
began to feel that investment in land had to be:
encouraged and agriculture had to be improved.

How was this to be done? After two decades of debate
on the guestion. the Company finally introduced the
Permanent Settlement in 1793, By the terms of the
settiement. the rajas and talugdors were recognised
as zamindars. They were asked to collect rent from
the peasants and pay revenue to the Company. The-
amount to be paid was fixed permanently. that is. it
was not to be inaeased ever in future. It was felt that

Fig. 3 — Charles Comcdllis
Cormmwatlis was the Gorsrnor-
General of India when the

Permanent Settlement was this would snsure 3 regular flow of revenue into the

e Company's coffers and at the same time encourage

_ the zamindars to invest in improving the land. Since-

Source 1 the revenue demand of the state would not be
- . increased. the zamindar would benefit from focreased
Colebrook en

production from the land.
' Bengal ryots
The problem

The Permanent Settlement, however, created problems.
Company officials soon disepvered that the zamindars
were in fact not iovesting in the improvement of land.
The revenue that had been fixed was so high that the
zamindars found it difficult o pay. Anyone who fziled to
pay the revenue lost his zamindari. Numerous zamindars
were sold off at auctions organised by the Company.

By the first decade of the nineteenth century the:
situation changed. The prices in the marlket rose and
cultivation slowly expanded. This meant an increase in
the income of the zamindars but no gain for the

In '‘many willages of
Bengal, zome of the
powerful ryvors did not
culrivate. but instead
gave-our their lands to:
athers (the under<enants),
taking from them very
high rents In 1306, H T
Colebrook described the
. conditons of these under-
tenantsin Beagal:

ol o Ve ———— ~ W— e

Tke: ynder-tenanes,
depressed B =2n
excessive tent i kind,
and by inunows retums
for the ule, seed, and
subsistence, advarced
e them. €an mever
extricate themselves
from:debr. In o ahiect
@ state, they eznnot
labour n spire, whils
thet =arn a scanty
subs=stence without
hope of bettermg then
StuEncn,

6 o o tere—
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Company since it conld not increase 2 revenue demand
that had been fixed permanently

Even then the zamindars did not have an interest in
improving the land, Some had lost their lands in the
earlier yvears of the settlement: others now saw the-
possibility of eaming witheut the trouble and risk of
imvestment. As long as the zamindars could give out the
land to tenants and get rent, they were not interested in
improving the land.

_ Activity |
Why do you think Golebrook is concernad with the
conditions of the under-ryots in Bengal? Read the
preceding pages and suggest possible reasons.




On the other hand, in the villages, the cultivator found
the system extremely oppressive. The rent he paid to the
zamindsr was high and his right on the land was
insecure. To pay the rent he had to often tale a loan
from the monevlender. and when he failed to pav the
rent he was evicted bom the land he had cultivated
for generations.

A new system is devised

Bv the early nineteenth century many of the Company officials were convinced
that the system of revenue had to be changed again. How could revenues be fixed
permanently at a time when the Company needed more money to meet its expenses
of administration and trads?

In the North Western: Provinces of the Bengal Presidency (most of this ares is now
in Uttar Pradesh], an Englishman called Holt Mackenzie devised the new system
which came into effect in 1822, He felt that the village was an important seocial
institittion in north Indian society and needed to be preserved. Under his directions,
collectors went from village to village, inspecting the land, measuring the fields, and
recording the customs and rights of different groups. The estimated revenue of each
plot within a village was added up to calculate the revenue that each village (mahal)
had to pay. This demand was to be revised periodically, not permanently fixed. The
charge of collecting the revenue and paying it to the Company was given to the
village headman, rather than the zamindar. This system came to be known as the
mahaluart settlement.

Mahal = In Eritish
revenue records mahal is

a revenue essiate which
may be a village or a
Zroup of villages.

The Munro system
In the British territories in the south there was a similar move away from the idez of
Permanent Settlement. The new system that was devised came to be known as the
ryotwar (or ryotueari ). [t was tried on a small scale by Captain Alexander Read in some
of the areas that were taken over by the Companv after the wars with Tipu Sultan.
Subseguently developed by Thomas Munro, this system was graduslly extended all
over south India.

Read and Munro felt that in the south there were no traditional zamindars: The
settiement. they argued. had to be made divectly with the cultivators (ryots) who had
tilled the land for generations. Their fields had to be caremlly and separately surveved
hefore the revenue assessment was made, Munro thought that the British should act
as paternal father fisures protecting the ryots under their charge.

All was not well

Within a few years after the new systems were imposed it was clear that all was not
well with them. Driven by the desire to increas=e the income from land. revenue officials
fixed too high a revenue demand. Peasants were unsble to pawv, ryors fled the
countryside, and villages became deserted in many regions. Optimistic officials had
imagined that the new systems would transform the pessants into rich enterprising
farmers. But this did not happen.
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Land Revenue
Administration in
J&K

Land

sgurce of income to the state
almost up to the end ef the
nineteentls century and
continued to be pne of the
fmportant sources of ncome during the twentdeth cenitury.
As such much attenton was paid Enj: the successive rulers
towards the realization of the land revenue. More than half
of the produce was realized as the state shave. Though the
peasant had the choice © payv in cash or kind but the siate
preferred and sometimes insisted to pav in kind as the rice
was needed te feed the population of the city. Besides the
iand revenue, the peasants alsc had to pay other taxes like
rasum which included the exactions on fruits, ghes, honey,
catile-stc. The peasant was lefi with very little to feed his
family and aryrange for the new aop. In the event of natval
calamities likke heavy rains, floods and famines, as the stats
witnessed many such havoes, the peopls in generzl and
the cultivators in particular suffered much

__Agtivity

imagine that you are g
Compeny reprasentative
sanding -a report back
to England about the
conditions in rural sreas
under Company rule.
What would you writa?

revenue was the major

Crops for Europe

Fig.

4 - Thomaos Mumro

Gopermar, o Madras (1519-36]

The British alss realised that the countryside could not only yield revenue, it eould
also grow the crops that Europe reguired. By the late eighteenth century the Company

Fig. - A 3
fireniedt cenury Jrdis jiigraras i

Iy Ergior
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was trying its best to
expand the cultivation
of opium and indigo. In
the century and z half
that followed, the
British persuaded or
forced cultivators in
various parts of India to
produce other crops:
jute in Bengal, tea in
Assam. sugarcane in
the United Provinces
(now Uttar Pradesh),
wheat in Punjah, cotten
in Mahszsrashtra and
Punjzab, rice in Madras,

How was this done?



The British used a variety of methods to expand the cultivation of crops that they
needed. Let us take 3 closer look at the story of one such crop. one such method of
production.

Does colour have a history?

Figs. 5 and 6 are two images of cotton prints. The imade on the left (Fig. 3] shows a
kalamleari print created by weavers of Andhra Pradesh in India. On the right is a floral
cotton print desisned and produced by William Morris, a famous poet and artist of
nineteenth-century Britzin. “There is ane thing commmon in the two prints: both use a
rich blue colour — commonly called indige. Do you lmow how this colour was produced?

The blue that vou see in these prints was produced from a plant called indigo. It is
likkely that the biue dye used in the Mords prints in nineteenth-century Brtain was
manufactured from indigo plants cultivated in India. For Indis was the biggest supplier
of indigo in the world at that time.

Why the demand for Indian indigo?

The indige plant grows primarily in the tropics. By the thirteenth century Indian
indigo was being used by cloth manufacturers in Italy, France and Britain to dve
cloth.

However, only small ameunts of Indian indige reached the

Eurcpean market and its price was very high. Eurcpean cloth  Plantation — A
manufacturers therefors had to dﬂpﬂﬂd on another plant large farm operated
called woad to make violet and blue dyes. Being a plant of by & planter

the temperate zones, woad was more easily available in

employing various

forms of forced
labour: Plantafions
are associated with
the production of
coffes, sugarcane,
tobacco, tea and
cottom.

Eurppe. It was grown in northern Italy, southern France
and in parts of Germany and Britain. Worried by the
competition from indigo, woad producers in Eurcpe

pressurised their governments to ban the import of indigo.

Cloth dyers, however, preferred indigo as a dye. Indigo
produced a dch blue colour, whereas the dye from woad was
pale-and dull. By the seventeenth century., Eurepean cloth
producers persuaded their governments to relax the ban on
indigo import. The French began cultivating indigo in St
Domingue in the Caribbean islands, the Portuguese in Brazil, the English in Jamsica,
and the Spanish in Venezuela. Indigo plantations also came up in m=ny parts of
North America

By the end of the eighteenth century, the demand for Indian indigo grew further
Eritain began to industrialise, and its eotton production expanded dramatically. creating
an enocrmous new demansd for cloth dyves. While the demand for indige increased, its
existing supplies from the West Indies and America collapsed for a varety of reasons.
Between 1783 and 1788 the production of indige in the world fell by half. Cloth dy=rs
iz Britain now desperately looked for new sources of indigo supply.

From where could this indige be procured?

Britain turns to India

Faced with the risind demand for indigo in Europe, the Company in India locked for
ways to expand the ares under indigo cultivation.
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Fig. ¥ —The SloveRevdi
SiDomoigie, Augrist 7S]
painging By Jonueny Sorhadol <5

In the eghteenth century.,
French planters produced indigs
and =ngar in the Fremch eolony
of 5t Demingiie in the Caribhean
islands. The African siaves who
worlped on e planiatians rase
m rebellion tn 1721, burning the
planmtions snd Hiling thelr rich

planfers T 1752 France shalisked-

siaveTy frr the French rolondes
These events led o the eollapse
of the ndign plantation=on the
Caribhean islands

Slave — A person who is
owned by scmeone else —
the slave owner. A slave
has= no freedom and is
compelled to worlk for
the master.
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From the last decades
of the eighteenth century
indigo enltivation in Bengal
expanded rapidly and
Bengal indigo came o
dominate the werld
market. In 1788 only abeut
30 per cent of the indigo
imported inte Britzin was
from [ndia. By 1810, the
proportion had gone up to
95 per eent

As the indigo trade
grew, commercial agents
and officiais of the
Company began investing
in indigo production. Over
the vears many Company
officials left their jobs to
lopk after their indigo
business. Attracted by the prospect of high profits,
numerous Scotsmen and Englishmen came to Indis and
became planters. Tho=s who had no money to produce
indign could get loans from the Company and the banlks
that were coming up at the time.

How was indigo cultivated?

There were two main systems of indigo cultvation — nfj
and ryott. Within the svstem of ni cultivation, the
planter produced indigo in lands that he directly
controlled. He either bought the land or rented it from
other zamindars and produced indigo by directly
employing hired labourers.

The problem with ni{jcultivation

The planters found it difficult to expand the area under
nij cultivation. Indigo could be cultivated only on fertile
lands. and these were all already densely populated.
Oniy small plots scattered over the landscape could be
acgquired. Planters needed large areas in compact blocks
to cultivate indigo in plantations. Where could they get
such land from? They attempted to lease in the land
around the indigo factory, and evict the peasants from
the area. But this always led to conilicts and tension.

Nor was labour easy to mobilise. A large plantation
reguired a vast number of hands to operate. And Isbour
was needed precisely at a time when peasants were
usually busy with their rice cultivation.



Nij cultivation on = large scale also reguired many - AT
plonghs and bullacks: Ot bigha o indigo cultivation  Dgna—Auait fi_ .
required two ploughs, This meant that a planter with E:EE ';leﬂ =r_‘|3r
1,000 bighas would need 2,000 ploudghs, Investing on i GE TR aea 1 ~d
purchase and maintenance of ploughs was a2 big - : the Priti<h
problem. Nor could supplies be easily got from the 'Il B{e;ugalh A ..hﬂ
peasants since their ploughs and bullocks were busy SRAHOE : HEy
on their rice fields. again exactly at the time that the RIS e S
indigo planters needed them.

Till the late nineteenth eentury, planters were therefore
reluctant to expand the area under nff cultivation. Less
than 25 per cent of the land producing indigo was under
this system. The rest was under an alternative mode of
cultivation — the ryotl system.

Indigo on the land of ryots
Under the ryotl system, the planters =7
forced the ryots to sign a contract, —
an agreement (satta). At timss S '
they pressurised the wvillage
Beadmen to sign the contract
on behalf of the ryots. Those 2
who signed the contract got -#° %
cash advances [om the 1
planters at low rates of interest . B
to produce indigo. But the loan «
commitied the ryot to cultivating
indizo on at least 25 per cent of
the ares under his hoiding. The
planter provided the seed and the
drill, while the cultivators prepared the
=pil, sowed the seed and iooked zfter the crop. Fig. 8 - Workers harvesting
Tridizo in el ninstEenif- ceniuny
Pengaol From Coalestiorting Grant
Rurzl Life tn-Bengal - 1860

In India the treligo plantwas

LUt mosiy by men

Fig. 9 - The Iridige plant being
brought from the ficlds to (ke
Jactory
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How was indigo produced?

Fig. 10— 4an indigo factory locazed near mdige fieids; parding by
Wil Senpson. [863
The tndige villages were nsually sround indigo facmories owned
by planters, ﬁf:arhmst.tbztnﬁjmpﬂn;wa_takmfaﬂ-_e
vats in the indigs faciory. Thres or four vais wers needed 1o
manifacture the dve Each vat had 3 ssparate fAmcton The
lesves stripped off the ndtgs plamt were first sozked in warm
wal=rin dmnrﬂmnmnssﬂmﬁ_ﬂmmmmmstﬁper varl for ==veral
hours. When the plants fermsnisd. the lguid began to bedi and
bubble Now the rotten leaves wers taksn cut and the Uguid

In the sscond vat (Enown == the beater vat) the salution was

_ ; . comtinuousic siitred and beaten with paddies. When the Hquid
Fig. 11 - Women usually gradualiy aumed green and then blue lime warer was added o

carried the indico plom 1o the var Gradually the indigc separated out in flakes 3 muddy
thepars safimant sstried =t the'battom of the vat and 2 clear Hoquld ress

' to the surface The Hguid was dramed off and ths sediment —
Fig. 12 - The VarSeater the indige palp — ransfemed

o another vat dmowm a=-
the seniing v=r), and
. dried for =ale.

The thitgs worker
here s sramding with
the paddle thar was
ussd to s ihe
solotion inthe vat
rernain iry walst-gdesp
wazer foT over eight
hows oo beat the
mdign solntien Fig. 18 —Ths mdigo
is rendy for saie 1
Here von can ==o the last stage of the produciem —

v workers ssamping and cutting  the indigo pulp that
Yoz been preszad and moulded. In the hackground you
€an see a Worker eqrrving away the hlocks for drying

Vat — A fermenting
Or Storage vessel
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When the crop was dellvered to the planter after the
harvest. 2 new loan was given to the ryoet. and the cycle
started all over again. Peasants who were initially
tempted by the loans soon realised how harsh the system
was. The price they got for the indigo thev prnduced
Was Very IDWEEﬂLhEC}TdEGIlﬂH_‘BS never ended.

There were other problems too. The planters usuaily
insisted thsat indigo be cultvated on the best scils n
which peasants preferred to cultivate rice. Indigo,
moreover, had deep roots and it exhausted the soil
rapidly. After an indige harvest the land could not be
sown with Tice.

The “Blue Rebellion” and After

In March 1859 thousands of ryots in Bengsl refused to
grow indigo. As the rebellion spread, ryots refused to
pay rents to the planters, and attacked indigo factories
armed with swords and spears, bows and arTows.
Women turned op to fight with pots, pans and ktchen
implements. Those who workesd for the planters were
socially boveotted, and the gomasthas — agents of
planters — who came to epllect rent were:-beaten up.
Ryots swore they would no langer take advances to sow
indigo nor be bulled by the plantets’ lathiyals — the
lathi-wiclding strongmen maintained by the planters.

Why did the indigo peasants decide that they would
no ltmger fémain silent? What gave them the POWET
to rebel? Clearly, the indigo system was intensely
oppressive. But those who are oppressed do not always
rise up in rebellion. They do so only at times.

In 1859, the indigo ryots felt that they had the
support of the loeal zamindars and village headmen in
their rebellion against the planters. In many villages,
headmen who had been forced to sign indigo contracts,
mobilised the indigo peasants and fought pitched
battles with the lathiyals. In other places even the
zamindars went around villages urging the ryets to
resist the planters. These zamindars were unhappy with
the increasing power of the planters and angry at being
forced by the planters to give them land on long leases,

The indigo peasants also imagined that the British
government would support them in their struggle
against the planters. Affer the Revelt of 1857 the
British government was partienlarly waorried about the
pnsmbﬂ.ttv of anether popular rebeallion. When the news

. be heard in the villages §
* of lower Bengal Heve i

Bowrce 2

Asong ﬁ-om an

- indigo-producing l

In momenes of struggle
people often =ing songs
(0 ISpire cach other

|

and to build a sense of

colleetive unity. Su!:h
songs give us a glih*;pﬁ'e‘
of their feelings, During
the indigo rebellion
many such songs could

one such song:

The long Ilathis
wielded by the
planter of Mollzhan | i
now e ma duster
The babur of Kolkam
have =ailed down
to se¢ the great fight

This ame the mr_'-.-.:zs
zre all veady, ' they
will no longer be
beaten in ii‘:'ﬂ:l&

Thf:}' will no longer
give up their hife /
withour fighung the
dxchnalks.

e

R g

spread of 3 simmering revolt in the indigo districts, the ‘rm
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In'l-ﬂglnn you are a
witness giving evidence
befora the Indigo
Gﬁﬂmﬂﬁlﬂﬂ W.S. sﬂtﬂﬂ-
Karr asks you “On what
condition will ryots grow
indigo?” What will your
snewar ha?
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Lieutenant Governor toured the region in the winter of
1859. The ryots saw the tour as 3 sign of government
sympathy for their plight. When in Barasat. the
magistrate Ashiey Eden issued z notice stating that
ryots would not he compelled to accept indigo cmljrarts
word went amound that Queen Victoria had declared
that indigo need not be sown. Eden was trying to placate
the peasants and rontrol an explosive simiation, but
his action was read as support for the rebellion.

As the rebellion spread, intellectuals from Calcutta
rushed to the indigo districts. They wrote of the misery
of the ryots, the h‘:ﬂnm Efl‘]]ﬂplﬂﬂiﬂ'[’ﬁ Endtbfhﬂmm
of the indigo syst

Worried by thf'_- rebeliion. the government brought
in the military to protect the planters from assault,
and set up the Indicoc Commissicn to enguire inte the
system of indigo production. The Commission held the-
planters guilty, and criticised them for the coercive
methods they used with indigo cultivators, It declared
that indigo production was not profitable for ryots. The
Commission asked the ryets to fulfil their existing
contracts but alse told them that they could refuse to
produce indige in future.

Bource 3

“I would rather beg than sow indigo” i

Hadji Mulla, an indigo cultivator of Chandpore, Thana
Hardi, was mterviewed by the members of the Indigo
Commizsion on Tuesday, 5 June 1860. Thiz iz what he
said in answer (o some of the quesnons:

W.S. Seton Karr, President of the Indigo
Commission: Are you now willing to zow indigo:

-and ifnot on wharfresh cerms would you be willing
w do it?

Hadji Mulla: 12m not willing tosow, and Iden't
know that anv fresh rerms wonld sagsfv me:

Mr Sale: Would vou not be willing o sow ata
rupes 2 bundle?

Hadji Mulla: No 1 would not; rather than sow
mdigo I'wall go to another counoy; Twould rather
beg than sow indigo.

Indige Cammizsion Reporz, Vol JL Mingess of Evidence. p. 67



After the revolt, indigo preduction collapsed in Bengsl. But
the planters now shifted their operation to Bihar. With the
discovery of synthetic dyes in the late nineteenth century their
business was severely affected, but vet they managed to expand
production. When Mahatma Gandhi retumed from South
Africa, 3 peasant from Bihar persuaded him to visit Champaran
and see the plight of the indigo cultivators there, Mahatma
Gandhi's visit in 1917 marked the beginning of the Champaran
movement against the indige planters.

ELSEWHERE
Indigo making in the West Indies

In the early sighteenth century, a Erench missionary, Jean Bapiiste Labat,
travelled 10 the Caribbean islands, and wrote EII‘:‘HHPEI}" about the region.
Published in one of his
books, this image shows
all the stages of indiga
production in the French
slave plantations of
the region.

You can see the slave &
workers putting the-
indigo plant infe [he
seftler vat on the lefi.
Another worker s
chuming the lgquid with
a mechanical churner
in a vet (second from
right). Twe workers are
carrying the indigo pulp
hiung up In bags to be diied. In the foreground two others are mixing the fndigo
pulp to be put into moulds. The planter Is at the centre of the picture standing on
the high ground supenising the slave workers,

Fig. 14 - Moing mdioe nﬂmmm save plantation

Let's vecall

1, Mateh the following:

ryot village

mahal peasant

nij cultivation on Tyot's lands

ryott cultivation on planter’'s own land
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Let's thuigm
Imagine =
comersation hetween
a planier and a
peasant who is being
forced to grow indigo.
What reasons would
the planter give to

persuade the pessant? |

What problems would
the peasant point
out? Enact their
comversstiomn.
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B3

Fillin the blanks:

{a] Growesrs of woad in Europe saw assa
crop which would provide competition to their
earmings.

(b} The demand for indigo increased in late-
eighteenth-century Britain because of

{c) The international! demand for indigo was:
aftected by the discoverv of

{di The Champaran movement was against

{e} The lllegal taxcalied inchided sxactionson
fruirs, ghee, honey, cattle et

Let/s iscuas

W

S

Describe the main features of the Permanent
Settlement.

How was the mahalwart system different from the
Permanent Settlement?

Give two probiems which arese with the new Munro
system of fixing revenue.

Why were Tyots reluctant to grow indigo?

What were the circumstiances which led o the
eventusl collapss of indigo production in Bengal?

Let's %o

B.

L2 3

Finzd out more about the Champaran movement
and Mahatma Gandhi's ole in ii.

Look into the history of either tea or coffee
plantations in Indis. See how the life of work=rs in
these plantations was similar to or different from
that of workers in indigo plantations.



Tribals, Dikus and the
Vision of a Golden Age

In 1895, a2 man named Birss was seen rosming the forests
and villages of Chottanagpur in Jharkhand, People said he
had miraculous powers — he eould cure all diseases and
multiply grain. Birsa himself declared that God had
appuointed him to save his people from trouble, free them
from the slavery of dikus [outsiders). Soon thonsands began
following Birsa, believing that he was bhagwan (Ged) and
had come to solve-all their problems.

Birsa was bom in a family of Mundas — 2 ribal goup that
lived in Chottanagpur. But his followers included other
tribals of the region — Santhals and Oraons. All of them in
ditferent ways were unhappyv with the changes they
were experiencing and the problems they were facing under
British rule. Their familiar ways of life
seemed to be disappearing, their livelihonds
were under threat. and their religion appeared
to be in danger.

What problems did Birsa =zet out to
resolve? Wheo were the ocutsiders being
referred to as dikus, and how did they enslave
the people of the region® What was happening
to the tribal people under the British? How
did their lives change? These are some of the
guestions vou will read about in this chapter.

You have read about tribal societies last
vear. Most tribes had customs and rituals
that were very different from those laid
down by Brahmans. These societies zlso
did mot have the sharp social divisions that
were characteristic of caste societies. All
those who belonged to the same tribe thought
of themselves as sharing common ties
of kinship. However, this did not mean
that there were no social and economic
differences within tribes.

Fig. 1 —Wmen of the
Dengricg Randha triibe in
Oricen e throtgh
the riter on the ity 1o
ithe markes




Fallow — & field left
unculiivated for 2 while
so that the soil recovers
fertility

Sal — A tree

Mahua — A flower that
is egten or used to make
alcohol

Fig. 2 — Domorice Eomcha toomen
i Grissa take hore pandanis
leaues from the forest to moke
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How Did Tribal Groups Live?

By the nineteenth century, tribal people in different
parts of India were invelved in a variety of activities.

Some were jhum cultivators

Some of them practised jhwm cultvation, that is, shifting
cultivation. This was done on small patches of land,
mostly in forests. The cultivators cut the treetops to
allow sunlight to reach the ground. and bumt the
vegetation on the land to clear it for cultivation. They
—pmaﬂ the ash from the firing, which contained pr:n'.&.ah.
to fertilise the soil. They used the axe to cut trees and
tbe hoe to scratch the soil in order to prepare it for
cultivation. They broadeast the seeds, that is, scattered
the seeds on the field instead of ploughing the land
and sowing the seeds. Once the crop was ready and
harvested, they moved to another field. A field that had
been cultivated once was left fallow for several vears,
Shifting cultdvators were found in the hilly and
forested tracts of north-east and central India. The lives
of these tribal people depended on free movement within
forests and on being able to use the land and forests
for growing their crops, That is the only way they could
practise shifting cultivation.
Some were hunters and gatherers
In many regions tribal groups lived by hunting armimals
and gathering forest produce. They saw forests as
essential for survival. The Khonds were such a
commumity Hiving in the foresis of Ods=sa. They regulariy
weni out on cellective hunts and then divided the-
meat amongst themselves. They ate fruits and roots
collected from the forest
snd cooked food with the
eil they extracted from
the -seeds of the sal and
mahug. They used many
forest shrubs and herbs
for medicinal purposes,
and sold forest produce in
the local markets. The
local weavers and leather
workers turnmed to the
HKhonds when they needed
supplies of kusum and
palash flowers to caolour
their clothes and leather



From where did these forest
people get their supplies of rce =
and other grains? At tmes they
exchanged goods — getting what |
they needed in retinrn for their
valuahle forest produce, At other
times they bought goods with the
small amount of sarnings they e
had. Some of them did odd jobs S
in the villages, carrving loads or 3
bunilding roads, while others |~nd
laboured in the fields of peasants & Eoime
and farmers. When supplies of
forest produce shrank, tribal
people had to increasingly
wander around in search of worle
as labourers. But many of
them — like the Baigas of central
Indiz - were reluctant to do
work for others. The Baigas saw
themselves as peaple af the e
forest, who eould cnly live on the
produce of the forest: It was
below the dignity of 2 Baiga o i
become a labourer,

e
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Tribal groups often needed to
buy and sell in order to be ahle
to get the goods that were not preduced within the
locality. This led to their dependence on traders and
monevienders. Traders came around with things for
sale, and sold the-goods at high prices. Monevlenders
gave loans with which the tribals met their cash needs,
adding to what they eamed. But the interest charged
on the leans was usually very high. So for the tribals,
market and commerce often meant debt and poverty.
They therefore came to see the monevlender and trader
== =vil gutsiders and the cause of their HISeTy.

Some herded animals

Many tribal groups lived by herding and rearing animals.
They were pastoralists who moved with their herds of
cattie or shesp according to the seasons, When the grass
in one place was exhansted, they moved to another area.
The Van Gujjars of the Punjab hills and the Labadis of
Andhra Pradesh were cattle herders, the Gaddis of Kula
were shepherds, and the Bakarwzals of Kashmir reared
goats. You will read more about them in vour history
book next year.

Fig. 8 = Locarion of some oisal
groupsinindgia

TRIBALS, DIEDS-AND THE VISION OF A GOLDEN AGE
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Bource 1

Anmetohunt, anmeto sow. a tune to move to a new held

Have vou ever noaced that people living m different ovpes of =ocietes do not
share the same notion of work and ame? The fives of the shifting cultivatorz and
hunters in different regions were regulated by a calendar and division of tazks
formen-and women.

Verrier Elwin. a Brinsh anthropologist who Hved among the Baigas and
Ehonds of central Indiaformany yearsin the 1850zand 1940= gives usa picture
of what thi: calendar and division of tasks was like, He writes;

In Chairwomen went to cdearings o ... cut smlls that were alveady reaped;
men cut large trees and go for their mtualhune The hune began-ac full moon
from the east. Traps of bambeoc were uzed for hunung. The women gathered
fruis ke sago, tamarnind and mushroom. Baiga women can only gather roots
ar konda and mahprceeds. Of all the arimsicin Ceneral Indiz) the BEIEILE
were kneown az the besc hyuneers . In Barakh che finng of tha forest took
place, the women gathersd unburnt wood to bum_Men continued & hunt,
but nearer therrvillages In fesf sowing ook place snd hunang soll wenton.
From 4=dh o Bhadon the men worked m the felds In Suar !'_'hE'tln: fuisof
beans were ripened and in Asrril Apddibecame n:P-r__in Aghan everycrop was
readyand m Fus winnowmg took place.

s was also the ome for dznces and
marneges. In-Maghshifo were made oo
new bewarsand hunung+gathering was
tha mam subsizrence acnvioe.

Thecvele describad above took place
it the fmityear. In thesecond vear there
was more aunefor hunbng asonlva few
caops had robe sovm and har:e te=i, Bt
since there was enolgh food thJE men
Ini-& m the benrarz. |t vizs only in the
third year that the diet kad to be
supplemenced with the forese produces.

Azt frownt Vegrser Efilan: B;uzp ._,_—E KT T

Efivin zproybihed” Nom: an the K Temser
Eiwin Papers, NetuyWemoral Myzepm JndLu'-r:rr_"l_

) . Look carefully at the tasks that

. : i ) Baiga men and woman did. Do you
THlp A3 Sl goleery g fikPunod ses any pattarmn? What were the

HEhaor 19480
differancas in tha typses of work

Children o with thslr mothars ro the- ) ]
forest 1o gather forest producs. that thay were sxpected to perform?

B A TR R W] SRR NORTG, .- W - v, I L ¥
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Some took to settled culdvatdon

Even before the mineteenth century, many fom within
the tribal groups had begun settling down, and
i:uItn ating ‘their fields in one place vear after vear.

instead of moving from place to place. They began to
use the plough. and graduslly get rights over the land
they lived on. In many cases, like the Mundas of
ChEI'EL'Eﬂ'LEEPIJI the land h-a.}:mged to the clan as 3 whole.
All members of the clan were regarded as descendants
of the original-settlers. who had first cleared the land.
Therefore, 21l of thern had rights on the land. Very often
some people within the clan acquired more power
than others. saome became chiefs and pthers followers,
Powerful men offen rented out their land instead of
cultvating it themselves.

British officials saw settled tribal groups like the
Gonds and Santhals z2s more civilised than hunter-
gatherers or shifting cultivators. Those who lived in
the forests were considered to be wild and savage: they
needed to. bhe =settled and civilised,

How Did Colonial Rule Affect Tribal
Lives?

The lves of fribal groups changed during British rule,
Let us see what these changes were.

What happened to tribal chiefs?

Before the arrival of the British, in manyv areas the
tribal chiefs were important people. They enjoved a
certain amount of economic powet and had the right to
administer and control their terdtories. In some places
they had their own pelice and decided on the loeal rules
of land and forest manadgement. Under British ruls,
the functons and powers of the tribal chiefs changed
considerably. They were allowed to keep their land Hitles
over a cluster of ﬂllEEES and rent out lands, but they
lost much of their administrative power and were forced
o follow laws made by British officials in India. They
ELDHJ had to pay tribute to the British, and d.SciEluiE
the tribal groups on behalf of the Brtish. Theyv lost the
authority they had earlier enioyed amongst their people,
and were unahle to fulfil their traditional functions.

What happened to the shifting cultivators?
The British were uncomfortable with groups who moved
about and did not have a fixed bome. They wanted tribal

Bewar —A term used
in Madhya Pradesh for
shifting cultivation

Fig. 5- Aiog houise Hemg budlt in
anllage o ihie Ni=id ribes oF
Arpnachal Pradesi

The entire villege helps when log
Insts ave buifis
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Fig. 8- Bril women culfivatoug in
aforestin Guloras

Shifring  enitivaifon conrimtes
n many forest aress of Gijatat
Tou can see that trees have besn
cuit gyl land cleared o crsate
patches for culvaron

groups to settle down and becomes peasant cultivators,
Settied pessants were easier o control and administer
than people who were alwayvs an the move. The British
also wanted a regular revenue source for the state. So
they introduced land settlements — that is, thev
measured the land. defined the rights of each individual
to that land, and fixed the revenue demand for the state.
Some peasants were declared landowners. others
tenants. As you have seen (Chapter 2Z), the tenants
were to pay rent to the landowner who in tumn paid
revenue to the state.

The British effort to settle Jhum cultvators was not
very successful. Settled plough cultivation is not easy
in areas where water is scarce and the soil s dry. in
fact, jhum cultivators who took to plough culfivaton
eften suffered, since-their fields did not produce good
vields. So the Jhum cultivators in north-east India
imsisted on contitmiing with their traditional practice,
Facing widespread protests, the British had to
ultimately allow them the right to carry on shifting
cultivatden in some parts of the forest

Fig. ¥— Tribal workersin a rice ficld n Andhra PFradesh
Note the diffsrencs Betvrcen doe cultivadsn in the flat ploine and in
the foresis



Forest laws and their impact

The life of tribal groups, as you have seen. was directly
connected to the forest. So changes in forest laws had
a considerable effect on tribal lives. The British extended
their contrel over zll {orests and declared that forests
were state property. Some forests were classified as
Heserved Forests for they produced timber swwhich the
British wanted. In these forests people wers not allowed
to move freely, practise jhum cultivation, collect fruits,
or hunt animals. How were jhum cultivators to survive
in such a situation? Many were therefore forced to move
o other areas in search of work and Hvelibood.

But once the British stopped the tribal people from
Hving inside forests. they faced =3 problem. From where
would the Forest Department get its [sbour to cut trees
for railway sleepers and to transport logs?

Colonial officials ceme up with a solution. They
decided that they would give jhum cultivators small
patches of land in the forests and allow them to eultfivate
these on the condition that those who lived in the
villages would have to provide labour te the Forest
Department and logk after the forests. So in many
regions the Forest Department sstablished forest
villages to ensure a regular supply of cheap labour.

Bource 2

‘Sleeper - The horizontal

planks of wood on which

railway lines are laid

“In this land of the English how hard it is to live™

I

In the 1930s Verrier Elwin visited the land of the Baigas—a ribal group in
central India. He wanted ro know about ehem —their customs and praceices,
their art and folklere. He recorded many songs that lamented the hard

rime the Baigas were’ hmng undsr Britizh Tle.

In this land of the Englich how hard it iz to bive
How hard 1015 o live

In the village sit= the landlord

In the gate 5115 the Eotwar

In the gerden sis the- Fanwan

In the field sns the government

In thiz land of the Enghi=zh how hard it iz ro live
To pa¥ eattle tax we have to zell cow

Ta pay forest tax we have to =<l buffzls

To pav land @mx we have tozll bullock

How are we 1o get our food;

In chis land of the Englith

(Fuoned i |V errerZivin apa Shamme Mimles Song-oftheMaikal p 216
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Fin. B — Godarag Women Wemiing

Fig. 9 — A Hogiann
LIHNTICHT LOEnrinG & miEk
For-women, démsestic
work was not confined
w the home They
carried thelr hahies
fisld=s and ths
factories.
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Many tribal groups reacied against the
colonial forest laws. They disobeyed the
new riles. contimied with practices that
wete declared illegsl, and at times rose
in open rebellion. Such was the revolt of
Songram Sangma in 1806 in Assam, and
the forest satyagraha of the 1930s in the
Central Provinces.

The problem with trade

During the nineteenth century, tribal
groups found that traders and money-
lenders were coming into the forests
miore often., wanting to buyv forest
produce, offering cash loans, and sskind
them to work for wages. It took tribal
groups some time to understand the
consequences of what ‘was happening.
Let us consider the case of the =silk
growers. In the eighteenth century, Indian
silkk was in demand in European marksts,
The fine guality of Indian silk was highiy
valued and exports rom Indis Inoeased

rapidly. As the market expanded, East Indis Coempany
officials tred to encourage silk production to meet the

growing demand.
Hararibagh. in present-day Jharkhand. was an area
where the Santhals reared cocoons. The

traders dezling in sillk sent in their

agents who gave loans to the tribal

people and colliected the cocoons.

The growers were paid Rs 3 to Bs 4
for a thousand cocoons. These
were then exported to
Burdwan or Gaya where
they were sold at five
times the price. The
middlemen — so called
because they arranged
deals between the
exporters and silk
growers — made huge
profits. The sillt growers
earned very little,
Understandably, many
tribal groups saw the
market and the traders

as their main enenmes.



The search for work

The plight of the tribals who had to go far away from their
homes in search of work was even worse. From the late
nineteenth century, tea plantations started coming up and
miining became an important industry. Tribals were recruited
in large mumbers to worle the tea plantations of Assam and
the coal mines of Jharkhand, They were recruited through
contractors who paid them miserably low wages, and
prevented them from rehwming home.

A Closer Look

Through the nineteenith and twentieth centuries, tribal groups
in different parts of the counity rehelled against the chandes
in laws, the restrictions on their practices. the new taxes
they had ts pay, and the exploitation by traders and
monevienders. The Kols rebelled in 1831-32, Santhals rpse
in revolt in 1855, the Bastar Rebellion in central India broke
gut in 1910 and the Warll Revolt io Maharashivs in 1940,
The movement that Birsa led was one such movement.

TRIBALS, DIEDS-AND THE VISION OF A GOLDEN AGE =i

Fig. 10— Coal mmers of
Hifugr, 1825

In the 1920% shot SO par
sent of the minse=s In the
-fhiarig and Hanigan] coai
mine=s of Bfhar were
wikals, Work desp down in
the darle anad sisfinearing
mines was net onlv back-
breslking and dangerons,
was ofien Heerplly killing
Inthe 192Gz over 2,000
workers died svere vearin

the enal mines in Indis

Ac

Find out whather
the conditions of
work in the mines
have changed
now. Check how
many paople dis in
minas every year,
and what are the
raasons for their
daeath.




Source 3

T
“‘Blood mckl&s from:;

my shoulders’

The songs the Mundas
sang bemoaned their

Alas! under {the
drudgery of] forced
labour

Blood trickles from
myvzHouldsss
Day and might the
emiszary from: the
samimdars,
Annoys-and irritates
me, day and night I
Ris=n
Alas! Thiz i my
condimion
Tdanethave a hame:
where zhzll 1 get
happiness
Alag!
S Efn_gfr:'ﬂim Mundaand
His: Misverment . oo f %
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Valshnav — Worshippers
of Vishm
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Birsa Munda

Birsa was bom in the mid-1870s. The son of a poor
father, he grew up around the forests of Bohonda,
drazing sheep, plaving the flute, and dancing in the-
local aichara. Forced by poverty, his father had to move
trom place ta place :.cn}:ulg for work. A= an adolescent,
Birsa heard tales of the Munda uprisings of the past
and saw the sirdars {leaders) of the commumnity urging
the people to revolt Thev tallked of & golden age when the-
Mundas had been free of the oppression of dikus, and
=aid there would be a time when the ancestrzal right of
the commumnity would be restored. They saw themselves
as the descendants of the origingl settlers of the region,
fighting for their land [mulk K larai), reminding people-
of the need to win back their ldngdom.

Birsa went to the local missionary schoel. and
listened t© the sermons of missionaries. There too he
heard it said that it was possible for the Mundas to
attain the Kingdom of Heaven, and regasin their laost
rights, This would be possible if they became good
Christians and gave up their "bad practices™. Later Birsa
glso spent some time in the company of a prominent
Vaishnav preacher. He wore the sacred thread, and
began to value the importance of purity and pisty.

Birsa was deeply influenced by many of the ideas he
came in touch with in his growing-up vears. His
movement was aimed at ﬂ:ﬁ}rm:n,__ tribal society. He
urged the Mundas to give up drinking Hoguaor, clean their
village, and stop believing in witchoraft and sorcery. But
we must remember that Birsa also turned against
missinnaries and Hindu landlords, He saw them as
outside forces that wers nuining the Munds w=y of e

In 1895 Birszs urged his followers to recover their
glorious past. He tallced of a golden age in the past —a
satyug (the age of truth) — when Mundas lived a good
life, constructed embankments, tapped natural springs.
planted trees and crchards. practised cultivation to
eam their living. They did not kill their brethren and
relatives. They lived hﬂn-:sttv Birsa zlso wanted peopie
to once again work on their land, settle down and
cultivate their fields.

What worrded British officials most was the political
aim of the Birssa movement, for it wanted to drove out
missionaries. monevlenders, Hindu landlords, and the-
governmeTit and set up a Munda Raj with Birsa at
fts head. The movement identified all these forces as
the cause of the misery the Mundas were suffering.



The land policies of the British were destroying
their traditional land system. Hindu landlords and
monevlenders were taling over their land. and
missionaries were criticising their traditional culture,

As the movement spread the British officials decided
o act. They arrested Birsa in 1895, convicted him on
charges of rioting and jailed him for two vears.

‘When Birsa was released in 1897 he began touring
the villages to gather suppert. He used traditional
symbals and languade to rouse peopls; urging them to
destroy “Ravana” |dikus and the Europeans) and
establish a2 kingdom under his leadership. Birsa's
followers began targeting the symbols of diku and
European power. They attacked police stations and
ciiurches, and rmided the property of monevlenders and
zamindars, They raised the white flag as
Birsa Haj.

In 1960 Birss di=sd of cholera zand the movermnent
faded out. However, the movement was signifieant
in at least two ways. First — it forced the colonial
govermment to introduce laws so that the land of the
tribals could not be easily taken over by dikus.
Second - tshﬂwﬁmagammaiﬂze tribal people
had the capaeity to protest against injustice and
express their anger against celonial rule. They did this
in their own spedfic way, inventing their own rituals
and symbols of struggie.

Let's rosdf

1. Fill in the blanlks:

{z) The British described the tribal people as

(k] The method of sowing seeds In fhum cultivation
iz kmown as

{c} The tribal chiefs got titles in central
India under the Britich land settlements,

(d] Tribals went to workin the
and the in Bihar.

ofAssam

= symbel of

ELSEWHERE

Why do we
need cash!

Ihere are many reasens:-wh)
fribal and ether sacial grouns
often do not wish fo prodice
ferthe marizt. Thiz ffhal mong
from Papus New Gidnea ghves
ur a glnmpre of how the hibalz
thers viewed the markel

W sey cagh,

It uneadifaciory frath

It won't keep off min

And it.gives me pain

S50 why should I work my guts
Fom cocopur hees

For-these government miutts

Cash cropping Iz all very well
¥ you've go? mmethlng to sl
Biit el me 3ir Why,

I ihere’s nothing -#o Bue
Should I bother!

Adozted from & Jezg qaeted dn
C'ﬂTu, Elarke gxd Heonell ez The
Espnoray ef Subsefenoe Agﬁc_ﬂltu‘r&_
F1770.
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B0

— o 2. State whether tue or false:
Let's imﬂ:gm (2] Jhum cultivators plough the land and sow
seeds.
Imagine you are a
Jhum cultivator living (b) Cocoons were bought from the Santhalk and
in a forest village sold by the traders at five times the purchase
in the nineteenth price.
century. You have _
just been told that {c) Birsa urged his followers to purify themselves,
the land you were give up drinking liquer and stop belisving in
borm on no lenger witcheraft and sorcery,
; in
;iﬁ-.ﬂiguﬂﬂﬁih [ [d) The-British wanted to preserve the tribzl way
officials you oy o of life.
axplain the kinds of
problems you face.
What would vou s=v7 ?a
T Let’s duscuss
3. What problems did shiffing cultivatars face
under British rule?
4, How did the powers of tribal chizfs change under
calonial rale?
5. What accounts for the anger of the tribals against
the dikuis?
6. What was Birsa's vision of 2 golden age? Why do

Let's o

7 i
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vou thinlk such a vision appealed to the people of
the region?

Find sut from your parents, friends or teachers,
the names of some heroes of other trbal revolts in
the twentieth century. Write their story in your
ownl words.

Choose any tribal group living in India today. Find
ocut about their customs and way of life, and how
their lives have changed in the last 50 years.



When People Rebel
1857 and After

TP P

Policies and the People

In the previous chapters you looked at the policies of
the Easst India Companyv and the sffect they had on
different people. Kings, queens, peasants, landlords.
tribals, soldiers were all affected in different wavs. You
have alsp seen how people resist policies and actions
that harm their interests or go against their sentiments,

Nawabs lose their power

Since the mid-sighteenth centinry, nawabs and rajas
had seen their power erode. They had gradually lost
their authority and honour. Residents had been
stationied in manyv courts, the freedom of the rilers
reduced, their armed forces disbanded, and their
revenues and territories taken away by stages.

Many ruling families tried to negotiate with the
Company to protect thelr interests. For example, Rand
Lakshmibai of Jhansi wanted the Company to recognise
her adopted son as the heir to the kingdom after the
death of her husband. Nana Saheb, the adopted son of

Fig. | —Sepoys and peosani=
guihsy forces for thereosll thaot
spredsd ceross the plaing of north
Indi in-1857



lmﬂgine 'fuil are & sepoy
in the Company army,
advising your nephaw
not to teke employment
in the srmy. What ressons
would you give?

32

OUR-BASTS —III

Peshrwa Baji Rao I, pleaded that he be given his father's
pension when the latter died. However, the Company,
confident of its superiority and military powers, turned
down these pleas.

Awadh was one of the last territories to be annexed.
In 1801, a subsidiary alliance was impesed on Awadh
and in 1856 it was taken over. Govermor-General
Dalhousie declared that the territory was being
misgoverned and British mle was needed to ensure
proper administration.

The Company even began to plan how to bring the
Mugha! dynasty to an end. The name of the Mughal
king was remeved from the coins minted by the
Company. In 1849, Governor-General Dzlhousie
ammounced that after the death of Bahadur Shah Zatar,
the family of the king would be shifted out of the Red
Fort and given another place in Delhi to reside in. In
1856, Governor-General Canning decided that Bahadur
Shah Zafar would be the last Mughal king and after
his death none of his descendants would be recognised
as kings — they would just be called princes,

The peasants and the sepoys

In the countryside peasants and zamindars resented
the high taxes and the rigid methods of revenue
collection. Many failed to pay back their loans © the
menevlenders and gradually lost the lands they had
tilled for generations.

The Indian sepoys in the employ of the Company
alsa had reasons for discontent. They were unhappy
about their pay, allowaneces and conditions of serviee.
Some of the new rules, moreover. violated their relicious
sensibiliies and beliefs. Did yvou know that in those
days many people in the country believed that if they
crossed the sea they would lose their religion and caste?
So whert in 1824 the sepovs were told togo to Burma by
the sea route to fight for the Company, they refused to
follow the order. though thev agreed to go b‘r the land
route, They were seversly pmli_hﬂd and since the issue
did not die down, in 1856 the Company passed z new
law which-stated that every new person who took up
employment in the Company’s army had to agree to
serve overseas if reguired.

Sepovs also reacted to what was happening in the
countryside: Many of them were peasants and had
families living in the villages. Se the anger af the
peasants guickly spread among the sepoys.



Responsecs to reforms

The British belisved that Indian scciety had to
be reformed. Laws were passed to stop the
practice of sati and to encourage the remairiage
of widows. English-langusge edueation was
actively promeoted. After 1830, the Company
allowed Christian missionaries to function
freely in its domain and even own land and
property. In 1850. a new law was passed to
make conversion to Christanity easier. This
law zllowed an Indian who had comverted to
Christianity to inherit the property of his
ancestors. Many Indians began to feel that the
British were dE.ELTDTlEIE Lht-]I religion, their
socizl customs and their traditional way of life.

There were of course: other Indians who
wanted o chandge existing social practices. You
wiil read about these reformers and reform
movements in Chapter 7

Through the Eyes of the People

: r e Fig. 2 — Sepous evchumgs netss
Te get a glimpse of what people were thinking  gna rumatirs in the Broaars of

those davs sbout British mule. stidy Sources 1 and 2. norih India

Bource 1

The list of eighty-four rules %

)

Given here are excerpts from the book Mapha Pravazs written by Vishnubhare
Godze, a Brahman from a village in Maharashrra He and hisuncle had set out
to atterid a ia/ha being organited in Mathura Vishnubhatt writes that they niet
some s€poys-on the way who told them that they should not proceed en the
journey because a masdive upheaval was going ro break out in three days
The wepovs =aid:

thie Englizh were deermnad to 'ﬂ"l.EJE! oyt the relivions of the Hindysz and the
Muyzhms .. thev had made 2 lisr of sighov-four rules and annoymced theze
in a gathering of all big Emgs and Pm::el in Caleyttzs. Thev said that the
kings refused o accept these rules and warned the Eugl:..h of dire
‘CONSEQUEncss and meEse upﬁeﬂr.l if thess are implemented ., that the
kmngs all returned to ther capials m great anger ... .all che big pecple
began makmng plans, A date was fixed for the war nfrehgm:n and the secret
plan had been arculated from the canonmentin- Meerut by lenes Sent o

different cantonmeniz:
Frhnpblrme o 'd.l_jl::.“—.lua.l oS5 2
oL ST e P, TSR U, Y e e
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Source: 2

“There was soon excitement in every regiment”

Anotheraccount we have from thossdavs are the memoirs of Subedar Sitaram
Pande. Sitaram Pande was recryited in 1812az2 sepoy in the Bengal Natnive
Army. He served the English for 48 vears and retired in 1360, He helped the
Briash w suppres: the rebellion though hiz own son wasa rebel and was
kilied by the Bridsh in front of his £ves. On retirement he was persuaded by
hi: Commanding Officer, Norgate, o write his memoirs. ‘He completed the
writing i 1561 in Awadhi and Norgate granslated 1t into English and had it
published under the dde From Sepoy o Subedar

Here i3-an excerpe from what Sitaram Pande wrote!

It 32 mv humble opinion that this s2iring of Opdh filled the mind= of the
Sapovs with distryseand lad them to pln: agzinztthe Governmene. Agene
of the Nzwab of Oudh and ako of the King of Delhi were sent all over
India to discover the temper of the army. Thet worked upon thefeeling=
of sepove, ELH]D.E'ihEm how n—nsﬂ:lﬂ'-u'uﬁ‘r tlu: EJI’EIE‘IEHI had behavad
towards their king. They invented ten thouzand lies and promises to
persuade the soldiens o muony and wim agemst their masters, the Engluh.
with the ohject of rﬂ&uring the Emperor of Pelhi o the throne. They
mamamed thae thrs was whelly within the sTmv's powsrs if the soldiers
would onlw 3ct'mgnrhfr snd-doas they were-adysed.

P;g. 2= Rebése_pq;_; atHEErLrﬂt-tﬁﬁcqﬁ'&:ers enter their homies orid <=t e tﬂ'!:lmsdmg_.

..,..1‘ *‘1 Bource Z contd. @
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Bource 2 conmtd.

It chanced that shout this time the Sarkar zenc h
parties of men from each regiment to different i
garrizons for instruchons m the uze of the new nifle.
These men performed the new drill for some tme
until a report ger abour by some mezns or the other,
that the carridges used for these new nifles were

greased with the facof cows and pigs. The men from
our regiment wroes to others in the regimenttelling
thiem sbapt the - and thete was saon sxcirement in
EVErY fegman: Some men pointed out that in forty
years zervies nothmg had ever been done by the
Sarkar to insult cheir religion, but a3 Thave already
mendansd r.he*sepnv' mind: had bean mﬂamsﬂw
the seizure of Oudh. Interested parties were quick
to pointout that the great-aim of the Englizh was o
rurn-us-all nto Chrisaans. and they had therefore
miroduced the camndgein order o brong this aboue,
since bath Mahommedsn: and Hindys wepld be
defiled by paing 1

The Colonel sahib was of the opinion that the
excitement, which even bie could necfail to 26, would
passoff, azithad done before and herecommended
me to go to my home.

Sz Prpde- Frem Sepoy to-Sphedar, po 166

e e . = =t

A Mutiny Becomes a Popular Rebellion
Though struggles between rulers and the ruled are not

unusual. sometimes such struggles beeome quite
widespread as a popular resistance so that the power of
the stste breaks down. A very lsrge number of people
begin to believe that they have a common enemy and
rise up agzsinst the enemy at the same time, For such
a situation to develop people have to organise,
communieate, talce initiative and display the confidence
to tum the simation around.

Such: a sitnation developed in: the morthern parts of
Indiz in 1857. After a hundred years of conquest and
administration, the English Easf Indis Company faced
a massive rebellion that started in May 1837 and
threatened the Company's very presence in India.
Sepovs mutinied in several places beginning from
Meerut and a large number of people from different
sections of society rose up in rebellion. Some regard it
as the biggest armed resistance to colonialism in the
nineteenth century anyvwhere-in the world.

2.Whst role did they

1. What were the

important concerns
in the minds of the
people according to
Sitaram and according
to Vishnubhatt?

think the rulers wars
playing? What role did
the sepoys seem to
play?

Mutiny - When soldiers
as a group disobey their
oificers in the armw
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Fig. 4 — The batile in the
fIE-‘ﬁB'T_.; lmes

'!h.t ﬁlﬁ]]g of 3 u:"-_'i.h
1557, over 3,000 rebels pame
fram Barellly, crosssd ths
mver-Jamunas: eniered Delhi
end ztizcksd the Brizish
cvaly poats. The battle
cominited all Thrdnih
the night.

T ¥ o ¥ T Tt e Tl o

Fig. 5 - P-:-:'zu stampe Eeed o
commizmeration of 'n&mgj Panger

Firangis — Foreigners
attitude of contempt.
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From Meerut to Delhi

On 29 March 1857, a young soldier, Mangal Pandey. was
hanged to death for attscking his officers in Barrackpare.
Some days later. some sepoys of the regiment at Mserut
refused to do the army drill using the new cartridges, which
were suspected of being coated with the fat of cows and
pigs. Eighty-five sepoys were dismissed from service and
senteniced to ten vears in jail for discbeving their officers.
This happensd on 9May 1857.

The response of the other Indian seldiers in Mestut was
qmizmdraﬂrdmm On 10 May, the soldiers marched to the
jail in Meemit and released the imprisoned sepoys. Lhey
attacked and killed British officers. They Eﬂpturedgtmaand
ammmunition and set fire to the buildings and properties of the
British and declared war on the firangis. The scldiers were
determined to bring an end t© their rule in the country. But
who would mile the land instead? The soldiers had an answer
to this question — the Mughal emperor Bahadur Shah Zafar

The sepovs of Meerut rode all night of 10 May to reach
Delli in the early hours next mormning, As news of their
arrival spread. the regiments stationed in Delhi also rose
up in rebellion. Again british officers were killed. arms
and ammunition seized, buildings set on fire, Triumphant
soldiers gathered sround the walls of the Red Fort where
the Badshah lived, demanding to meet him. The emperor
was not quite willing to challenge the mighty British power
but the soldiers persisted. They forced their way into the
nalace and proclaimed Bahadur Shah Zafar as their leader.



The ageing emperor had to accept this demand. He wrote
letters to all the chiefs and rulers of the country to come
forward and organise a confederacy of [ndian states to
fight the British. This single step tsken by Bahadur Shah
had great implications. '

The Mughal dynasty had ruled over a very large part of
the country, Most smaller milers and chieftsins controlled
different territories oo behalf of the Mughal ruler.
Threatened by the expansion of British rule, many of them
felt that if the Mughal emperor could rule again. they too
would be able to nitle their own territoriesonece more, under
Mughal authority.

The British had not expected this to happen. They
thought the ‘disturbance caused by the issue of the
cariridges would die down. But Bahadur Shah Zafsr's
decision to bless the rebellion chanced the entive situation
dramaticallv. Often when people see an alternative
possibility they feel inspired and enthused. It gives them
the courage, hope and confidence to act

The rebellion spreads
After the British were routed from Deihi, there was oo
uprising for almost & weel It took that much time for
news to travel. Then, a spurt of mutinies began.
Regiment after regiment mutinied and took off to join
other troops at nodal poinis like Delhi, Kanpur and
Lucknow. After them, the people-of the towns and villages
also rose up in rebellion and rallied around local leaders.
zamindars and chiefs who were prepared to establish their
authority and fight the British. Nana Saheb, the adopted son
of the late Peshwa Baji Rao wha lived near Kanpur, gathered
armed forces and sxpelled the British gamrison from the city.
He proclaimed himself Peshwa. He declared that he was a

= i

Fip. 8'— Bahadur Shak Zafar

Fig. T—fani Laxmibai

Fig. 8 - Asthe mufir:
spread. Sritich officers were
Kiedn the santornends

governor under Emperor
Bahaduor Shsh ZFafzr. Im
Lucknow, Birjis Qadr, the
son of the deposed Nawab
Wajid Ali Shah. was

proclaimed the new
Nawab. He ioo

of Behadur Shah Zafar. His
mother Begum Hazrat
Mzhzl toock an active part
in organising the uprising
against the British. In
Jhansi, Rani Lakshmibai
joined the rebel sepovs and




1. Wh'f did the Mughal
amperor sgree to
support the rebals?

2. Writa a paragraph on
the asssssment he
may have made befors
acoapting the offer of|
the sepoys.

Fig. 10—

Fig. 11 — British forees mfaek
the rebels wrho hod accunisd the
Red Fortfon the right) and
Salimyparh Fartin Deind for the
el
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fought the British along with Tantia Tope, the general of
Nana Saheb. In the Mandla region of Madhya Pradesh, Rani
Avantibai Lodhi of Ramgarh raised and led an army of four
thousand against the British who had tzlken over the
administration of her state,

The British were greatly outmuimbered by the rebet forces.
They were defeated in = number of battles. This convinced
the people that the mile of the British had collapsed for good
and gave them the confidence to take the plunde and join

the rebellion, A situation of widespread popular rebellion

developed in the region of Awadh in particular On 6 August
1857, we find = telegram sent by Licutenant Colene! Tytler
to his Commander-in-Chief expressing the fear felt by the
British: "Our men are cowed by the numbers opposed  to
them and the endiless fighting. E‘E’E‘I“E" 1‘1].!_3gc is held against
, the zamindars have risen to oppose as,

Man‘g' new leaders came up. For example, Ahmadullzh

Shsh, 3 maulvi from Faizabad, prophesied that thetule of

the British would come tc an end soon. He canght the

imagination of the people and raised a huge force of
supporters. He came te Lucknow to fight the British. In Delhi,
a large number of ghazis or religious warriors came together
to wipe out the white people. ‘Bakht Khan, a soldier from
Bareilly, took charge of a large foree of fighters who came to
Delhi, He became a key uﬂht:a_rr leader of the rebellion. In
BEibar, an oid zan:u_m:lar Kurwar S.mﬂh{ joined the rebel
sepovs and battledwith the British for many months. Leaders
and fighters from across the land joined the fight.

The Company Fights Back
Unnerved by the scale of the upheaval, the Company decided

to repress the revoli with all its might. It brought

!




reinforcements from England, passed new laws =o
that the rebels could be convicted with ease, and then
moved into the storm centres of the revelt, Delhi was
recaptured from the rebel forces in September 1857, The
last Mughzal emperor, Bahadur Shah Zafar was tried in
court and sentenced to life imprisonment. He and his
wife Begum Zinat Maha! were sent to prison in Rangoon
in October 1858. Bahadur Shah Zafar died in the Randoon
jail in November 1862.

The recapture of Delthi, howsver. did not mean that the
rebellion died down after that People continued to resist
and battle the British. The British had to fight for two
vears o suppress the massive forces of popular rebelliom,

Lucknow was taken in March 1858, Rani Lakshmibai
was defeated and killed in June 1858. A similar fate
awaited Rani Avantibal. who after initial victory in
Kheri, chose to embrace death when surrounded by the
Eritish on all sides. Tanta Tope escaped to the jungles
of centrzl India and continued to fight a guerrilla war
with the support of many tribal and peasant leaders.
He was captured, tred and killed in April 1859,

Just as victories against the British had esarlier
encouraged rebellion. the defeat of rebel forces
encouraged desertions. The British also tried their best
to win back the lovalty of the people. They announced
rewards for loyal landholders would be allowed to
continue to enjoy traditional rights gver their lands.
Those who had rebelled were told that if they submitted
to the British, and if they had not Idlled any white people,

Tz Britich foreos-initially fodtred it
difficulr o break dwotch the
ey faridfiomion tnDedhil Ong
Sentsmber 1857 relrforosmmieni=
oTived — & 7- mils-iong stege train
compricing corilonsic gifcarant
arid armumunmon pulled by
Elephants

Fig, 18 — Pozal gowmp Ecued

commemeranen of Iamin Inpe

LB f
Mske a list of placas
whare the uprising took
place in May. June and
July 1857.
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Fig. 14 - British troops blow up they would remain safe and their rights and claims io
Hayunsabalc(s sttt land would not be denied. Nevertheless, hundreds of
sepovs. rebels, newabs and rajas were tried and hanged.

The British had regained control
of the conntry by the end of 1859,
but they could not carry on ruling
the land with the same policies
any Imore.
_ Given below are the important
changes that were introduced by
the British.
i. The British Parliament passed
a new Act in 1858 and gansferred
the powers of the Eas=t Indis Company
to the Botish Crown in  order to
ensure a more responsible
management of Indian affairs. A
Fig. 15 — Britich forces capiure member of the British Cabinet was appointed Seerstary of

the rebrels near Kanpur Siste for India  and made responisible for all matiers relsted
3fUﬁﬂE£ﬁEE'E}‘ﬂEETﬂ:3rESEE—W3 mthfg;tﬁﬂmncéqfluﬂia.ﬂewasgmlamnﬂiimadvise
the Sriush soldiers valianty Him. called the india Coundl The GovernorGensr=l of India

advancing on the rebal fores A P Z
- Pl R was given the title of Viceroy, that is, a personal

represemtative of the Crown. Through these measures the
British govermment dcoepted direct responsibility for

g Tk
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2. All ruling chiefs of the country were assured
tmiﬂywﬂﬂmbemdmﬁmjmmﬂywaﬂmmm
mm&e&ﬁqgﬂmmthmhﬁﬁ&mduﬁmgm soms.

btmmaﬂd_ﬁmalanﬂmlﬂaiﬂmthmﬂc{rmmﬁagmﬁm
from Awadh, Bihar, central India and south India. more seldiers
would be recruited from among the Gurichas, Sikhs and Pathans,
4. The land and property of Muslims was confiscated on a large
mmmMmmmmm The British
5. mmdﬂéﬂmmﬁﬂmrﬁi@mm
sodial practices of the people in India.
6. Policies were made to protect landlords and zamindars
-and give them security of righis over their lands.
Tfnman&wphaﬁﬂufhﬁmybemaﬁwlw




o

The Ehurda Upnising — A Case Study

Much before the eventof 1857, there had taken place another aventof a similar narure at
a place called Khurdz i 1817 Here, it would be msnetse for us to study that event and
reflect on how resenonent agamst the colonial policies of the Brinsh kad bBeen buildinig up
since the-beginning of the 19= centurvin différent pare of the counoy.

Khurda, = small kingdom built up in the laee-16% cenrury m the scuth-eattern part of
Odizka wasapopulous and well-culovated wrrtory consisting of 105 garis, 60 large and
1109'small villages at the begnmmq ofthe 187 century. Its kmq Rz Birakishore Dev had
to &arher grre up the pessassion of four pargans, the: _-.upezm tendernce of the Jagamirh
Temple and the adminiztraton offourteen gasrjoss (Prncels States) to the Marathas under
compulsion. His son and successor, Mukunda Dev IT was greatly disturbed with chis loss of
formune. Therefore, sensingan opportumnity ini the Angio-Maratha conflict, he had entered
mto negotiations with the British to gee back his lost verritories and the right over dthe
Jagannath Temple But after the occupation of Odisha in 1803, the British shewed no
melnarion o oblige him on either score. Consequenty, in a.llin:ice with other fm&zmw
chiefs G{Ddishmand zecret support of the Marathas_ he oied o aszert his righes by foree.
This l=d to his deposition and znnexaten of his territories bv the Brinsh. Az 2 mater of
conselanon, he was only given the nights ¢f management of the Jagarinath Temple witha
IEETLAMOURLNE to 2 mete one-tenth of the revenus of his former estate and his residence
was fived at Pun This unfair setlement commericed an era of oppressive foreign rule in
Odizka. which pm‘&d theswavfors seriops armed upmmg in 1817,

Soon after taking over Khurda, the Bricsh follows a policy nfresmmq SETVICE (Enlfes.
It birterly affected r}u: lives of the ex-milifia of the state, the Puks The SEveTIty of the
MEZZ|IFE WaE cﬂm?mmdad on aconymt of an unreazanshle noreaze in the demand of revenye
znd ale the oppressive wats of 15 collecnon. Conseguently, there was large scale desertion
e-{‘peupk from Khiurda between 1805 and 1817, Yet, the Eritish went for 2 series of short-
term settlemenes, each fme increasing the demands, not recognising either the productive
czpacy of theland or the paving capaary of the rross. No leniency wasshown even it case
of narural eslamimes | which Odizha was ﬁ"équenﬂt prone to. Rather, lands of defaulters
wers sold off 1o scheming revenue officals or speculasors from Bengall

The herediers Milise=> Commandsr of the depesed kmg, J.'tgabandhu Bidradhar
Mahaparra Bhramarabar Rai or Buxi Jagabandhu a5 he was popularls known. was one
among the dispossessed land-helders. He had in effectbecome a beggar, and for nearly two
YEaTs surtived on voluntary conmbutions from the people of Khurda before deu&msr ta
ﬁ:;hr for ther grievances a3 well a2 his owri. Over the vears, whar had added o these
grievances were (a) the mroduction of sicen rupes silver currency) in the region,'(b) the
metitence on pavment of revenue in the new currency, (€) an unpretedented rize m the
prices of food-1uff and sale which Had become far-ferchad following the introducton of
salt monspoly because of which the tradiconal sale maksrs of Odizha were deprived of
making zalt, and {d) the auction of local estates in Calcuna, which brepght in absentee
landlords from Bengal to Odisha. Besides, the insensitive and corrupt police system alio
mada the siteanon worse for the symed yprsmyg to take 2 siniter shape.

The uprismyg was zet off on 20 March 1817 a5 the Puksatacied the policeseton and
other government esmblithments 2t Banpur killing more than & huridred men #nd ook
awaya large amount of govertiment money. Soon its Tipples spread in different directions
with Khurda becoming its epicenter. The zamindarsand o slike J-Gmed the Aziks vwath
enthusiasm. Those who did not, were taken to sk, A ‘no-rent campaign was also started.
The Brtizh mied o dislodge the Paiks from ther enoenched posidon but failed On 14
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April 1317, Buxi Jagsbandhu, leading five to t=n thousand  Pasks and men of the Kandh
tribe-zeited Puri znd declared the hezitanr king. Miutkunda Dev II 2= their ruler. The
priezes of the Jaqanna&i Temple ako extended the Pubrdierfull suppore.

Seemnyg the sityation gomng out of kand  theBnoh clamped Marnal Taw. The Ringwas
quickly capryred and zentto prizonin Cutack with hisson. The Busxi with hiz closeassocinte:
Kruzhna Chandra Bhrzmarabar Bar thed ro cit off all communicacion: berween Cutrack
and Khurda a: the yprismg spread to the zopthern and the northewestern parts of Odizha.
Ceonzaquently, the Bricsh zent Major-Generzl Marundell to clear off the area from the
clueches of the Parks while st the same ume anncuncng rewards for the arrest of Buxi

agzbandhy and his 2szoaares. Inithe ensuing operation hyndrads of Parke were billed.
many fled te dEEnJunglﬂ_-. and Eame retprnsd heme gndera zchems of amnesrv. Thy=z by
May 1817 the uprising wa= mostlvcontamed.

Howsver, outside Khurda it was sysesmed by Bioa [agabandhy with the help of supporeers
like the Ray of Kujung and the unflinching loyalty of the Pyrksunal hizzurrender m May
15825, On r_herfpm't :he Brinzh henesforth .;dﬂpix—d a pohcy of lemency; mdulwenc# and:
forboarance’ towards the people of Khurda The price of sale was reduced and naceszary
reforms wers made mothe pn]!t'e and the | jusace svstems. Revenyue officai: found o be
corTuptwsre dismized from zervice and former land-holders were restorad to ther land:.
The son of the-king of Khurda Rem Chandra Dev III was allowed to mova o Pyurt and
take charge of the affairs of the Jagannath Temple with aigrant of rupees vwenn-four
thoysand. _ _

In sum. 1t was the first sych popular ano-Britsh armed yprising in Odizha. which had
£ar rezching effecs on the futire of Brinch administrarion in thaepart of the country. Te
merslv call it a Paik Rebellion” will thus be an undsrstatement

b i e T VTR TR TR, O T T,

ELSEWHERE

For a Heavenly Kingdom of Great Peace

While the revolt was spreading in India
in 1857, a massive popular uprising
was raging in the southern parts of
Ching. Tt had started in 1830 and could
be suppressed only by the mid-1880s.
Thousands of lobouring, peer peaple
were led by Hong Xiuguan to fight for
the establishment of the Heavenly
Kngdom of Great Peace. This was known
as the Taiping Rebellion.

Hong Xiuguan was a cenvert o
Christianity dnd was dgalnst the
traditional religions praciized in Chine such as {':ar:ruﬂq':;srn and Buddhizm. The rebels of
Taliping wanted to establish o Mngdom where a form of Christianity was pracfised, where no
one held anv private property, where there was no difference between sodal classes and befwesn
men and women, where consumplion of opium, tobacco, aloohol, and activities ike gambling,
prostitution, slavery, were prohibited.

The British end French ecrmed forces operciing in China helped the emperor of the Qing
davnasty to put down the lTaiping Bebellion.

Fig 11 —Toiping crme) mesting ther [eader
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Let’s m«juw
imargine you are a
British officer in
Awadh during the
rebellion. What would
yvou do to keep yvour
plans of fighting the
rebels a top sec=t

Fig. 17— Ruin< gf the Residena)
n LackTioen

In June 1857, the rebsl foreas
hegan the sizge of the Residency
A Isrge mumber of Dritish women,
m=n and chifdren had aken
shelter in the bufldings there
The rebels sitrrmmded the
compousd and boribarded the
bufiding with shells: Hichy =
shell, Heroy Lavrencs, ihe Chlef
Commissicner of Awadh, dlad in
ons of the roomes that von see In
the pictire. Notee how arldings
carry the marks of past eVEnis
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Let's vecall

1. Whatwasthedemend of Rani Lakshmibai of Thansi
that was refirsed by the British?

2. What did the British do to protect the-interests of
tho== who converted to Christianity?

L3

Whzt objections did the sepoyvs have to the new
cartridges that they were asked to uss?

4. How did the last Mughzl emperor live the last years
of his life?

Let/s discmss

5. What could be the ressons for the
confidence of the Britizh rulers about
their position in Indiza before May
18577

6. What impact did Bahadur Shah
Zafar's support to the rebellion have
on the people and the ruling families?

7. How did the British succeed in
securing the submission of the rebel
landowners of Awadh?

8. In what ways did the British ¢ de
: their policies as z result of the
rebellion of 18577

Let'sdo

9. Find out stories and songs remembered by people
in vour area or vour family about San Satisvan ki
Ladasi, What memories do people cherish ghout
the great uprising?

10. Find out more abeut Rani Lakshmibai of Jhansi:
In what wavs would she have been an unusnal
woman for her times?



Civilising the Native , %ﬁg
Educating the Nation 'ﬁiﬁ

In the carlier chapters you have seen how British rule affected
rajas and nawabs, peasants and tribals. In this chapter we
will try and understand what implication it had for the
lives of students. For, the British in India wanted not only
territorial conguest and control over revenues. They also felt
that they had a cullural mission: they had to “civilise the
natives”, change their customs and values.

What changes were lo be introduced? How were Indians Linguist — Someone
lo be educated, “civilised™. and made into what the Britlsh ko knows and
believed were “good subjects™ The British could find gy dies several
no simple answers (o Lhese questions. They continued (o languages
he debated for many decades, e

How the British saw Education

Let us look at what the British thought and = P —
did. and how some of the ideas of education f
thal we now take for granted evolved in the
lasi two hundred years, In the process ol this
enguiry we will also see how Indlans reactid
lo Brilish ideas, and how Lhey developed
thelr own views aboul how Indians were to
be educated,

The tradition of Orientalism

In 1783, a person named Willlam Jones
arrived In Caleuita. He had an appolntment
as a jundor judge ar the Supreme Court that
the Company had sel up. In addition o being
dn expert In law, Jones was a lingaist, He
had studied Greek and Latin al Oxlord, knew
French and English. had picked up Arabic
from a friend, and had also learnt Persian.
Al Caleuua. he began spending many hours
4 day with pandits who taught him the :
subtlelies of Sanskril language, grammar and  Fig. 1 — Willinny Jones learung Perslan
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poetry. Socn be was studying ancient Indian texis on
law, philosephy, religion. politics;, morality, arithmetic,
megicine and the other sciences.

Jones discovered that his interests were shared by many
British officials living in Calcutta at the time. Enghshmal
Hike Henry Thomas Colebrocke and Nathaniel Halhed were
alsc busy discovering the ancient Indian heritage,
mastering Indian l::nE‘uEEEE and translating Sanskrit and
Persian works into English. Together with them, Jones set
up the Asiatic Societv of Bengal, and started a journal called
Asiarick Researches,

Jones and Colebrookes came to represent a partieular
attitude towards India. They shared 3 deep respect for
ancient cultures, both of India and the West. Indian
civilisation. they felt, had attsined its glory in the ancient
past, but had subseguently declined. Im order to
understand India it was necessarv to discover the saered
and legal texts that were produced in the ancient period.
Colebrooks For only those texts could revesl the real ideas and laws of

. the Hindus and Muslims, and only a pew study of these
He w23 a scholay of Sanskrit
and ancient sacred writngs of  texis could form the basis of huture development in India.

Hindulzm SoJones and Colebrookewent sbout discovering ancient
texts, understanding thelr mesning. transiating them, and maiking their findings known
to pthers. This project. they believed. would net only help the British leamn from Indian
culture, but it would zlso help Indians rediscover their own heritage. and understand
the lost glories of their past In this process the British would become the guardians of
Indian cultire 25 well as its masters,

Fig. 2 - Henry Thomos

Fig. 3 = Monument to Warren Hasztings. by Richard
Westmacort, (&30 now ot Victoria Memorim in Ealcirta

This imagde represents how Orlentalists thought of British
power in Indis You will motlce that the majestie Soure of
Hastings. gn enthusiastc stipporter of the Orisntalizts 1=
plared bhatwesn the staniding fAfore of 2 pandir on one sids
and’'a seat=d mmnshl o the sther side Hogtings and arhey
Crisntalists needed Inmdian scholars to teach them ths
“vemacnlar” langueges, t=ll them ahont local customs and
laws, and kelp them wanslars and interpre: encient @=xEs:
Hastings ook the nitlative to 285t up the Caliinis Madrass,
and-beleved thsat the anfsnt rustoms of ‘the coumdTy and
Oriental l=srring aught o be the haszof British miz in borils

Influenced by such ideas. many Company officials argued
that the British ought te promote Indian rather than Western
S % + learming. They felt that institutions should be set up to
learning; e kype:of encourage the study of ancient Indian texts and teach
RebRelor Goliegs Sanslrit and Persian literature and poetry. The officials slso

Madrasa — An Arsbic
word for a piace of
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thought that Hindus and Muslims o t to be taught ; - . .

whauﬁhey were already familiar wztltllqgj] and what they ?E{ﬁi?%mﬂ

valued and treasured. not subiects that were alien to th; e e

them. Only then. they believed. could the British hope o ¢

Wmapla.ceiu the hearts of the "natives™; oniy then could

the alien rulers expect fo be respected by their subjects. Munshi — A persori who
With this object in view a2 madrasa was set up in' cap read. write and teach

Calcutta in 1781 to promote the study of Arabic, Persian  Persian

and Islamic law; and the Hindu College was established

in Benaras in 1791 to encourage the study of ancient Verpmacular — A term

Sanskrit texts that would be useful for the adminisoation  generally used to refer to

of the country, a local language or dialect
Not all officials shared these views. Many were very  as distinct from what is
strong in their criticism of the Orientalists, seen as the standard
£ : - z . langnage. In colonisl
Orientalist Project in Kashmir et itk India, P

Similarly, the Orientalist projeet was also started in  British used the term to
Kashmir under George Bhuler who was a notad 'mark the  difference
Sansicitist and Prof. of Odentsl language at Flphinstone between  the  leeal
College, Bombay. Bhuler's extensive exploration and Janguages of everyday
eollection of Sanskrit manuseripts geared up the Colonfal WSS 3-3':_“1- En._g_lis:!:} — the
literary profect in Kashmir znd paved way for slew of (Gnguage of the imperial
Indologists lilte NILA Stein and Gesrge Grierson to conduct masters.
ressarch on Sanskrit folklore and languages. The project focussed on unearthing
Hashmirs Sanskrit text in gen=ral and Rgjftarangini in particulsr. Sanskoit gadition
of Rashmir was a repository of India’s Arvan past and was further institutionalized by
Dogra ruler Maharajs Ranbir Singh through a series of measures such as establishment
of Raghunath Temple znd Raghunath Pathshala whers Sanskoit manuscripts
from within and outside Fashmir were acquired and kept. Local intermediaries [mative
Kashmiri Pandits} siso plaved an impertant role in aceomplishing these projecis.

Though the partial translation of Rajtarangini was done by H.H. Wilson in 1825
unsier the titie Ragjtaranini- A History of Kashmir, however, the publicstion of two
velumes of English Translation of Raftarangini by the Hungerian schelar and philologist
M.A. Stein in 1900 further drew the contours of Kashmir as regional historical place,
thereby absorbing it into the pamative of the History of Imdian Nation, Additonally,
Christian missionaries like Dr. Elmslie authored the ‘r.'nﬂahula_n of KEashmir language
and T.H. Wades wrote the grammar of Kashmiri languades. Furthermore, Hashmird
proverbs and folk tales were coliected by J.H. Enowsls during hi= four vear long stay
in Kashmir, Thus, the erientalists, threugh their literary prefects, revealed the ways
in which idea of history, literature, religion and nation were defined in relation to each
other.

*Grave errors of the East”

From the early nineteenth century manyv British officials began to criticise the Orientalist
visiorn of learmng They =aid that kr:u:miedge of the Eastwas full of errors and unscientific
thought; Eastern literature was non-serinus and light-hearted. So they argued that it
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Fig. 4 — Thomas Babington
Mooeuloly i his s

By the 1830s the-attack on the Orientalists became sharpe

was wrong on the part of the British to
spend so much effort in encouraging the
study of Arabic and Sanskrit languade and
litetature.

James Mill was one of those who
attacked the Orientalists. The British
effort. he declared, should not be to teach
what the natives wanted, or what they
respected. in order to please them and "win
a place in their heart”. The aim of
education cught to be to teach what was
usefil and practical. So Indians shouid be
made familiar with the scientific and
technical advances that the West had
made. rather than with the poetry and
cacred literature of the Orient.

r., One of the most

cutspoken and influents! of such critics of the time was Thomas Babington Macaulay.

Souwrce 1

Language of
thewise?

Emphasising the need to
teach Englizh Macaulay
declared:

All parties seem o
be agresd on one
pomnt, thatthe dialects

commonly ;Pakﬁn
smong the nagves
af India, Tontsin

neither literary nor
sCienHic THOrMaton,
and are, MoOreover,
so paoy and ruds
that, unol thev are
enriched: from some
other quarter, it
will not ke 2asy 1
translate aov walipable:
work mito them .

Fram Thoma: Sabmgwmn
o Macaptsy, Mimisof P Fetsiny
1555 an fndizs Fdpcanon

E e tem———— e = =
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He saw India as an uncivilised country ‘that needed to
be civitised . No hranch of Esst=rn LIL!JWIFd.E& arcording
to him could be compared to what England had
produced. Who could deny, declared "‘dacau[a} that "a
single shelf of 3 good European library was worth the
whole native literature of India and Arabia”. He urged
that the British govermment in Indis stopwastng public
money in promoting Criental learming, for it was of no
practical use.

With great energy and passion, Macaulay
emphasised the need to teach the English language.
He felt that knowiedge of English would allow Indians
to read some of the finest literature the world had
produced; it wonld make them aware of the
developments in Western science and philosophy.
Teaching of English could thus be a2 way of dvilising
ppnple‘ cbang:mq their tastes. values and culture.

ollowing Macaulay’s minute, the English Edurcation
.—*u:t of 1835 was introduced. The decision was to malke
English the medium of instruction for higher education.,
and to stop the promotion of Orfental insttutions like
the Czicutts Madrasa and Benzsras Sanshrit College.
These institutions were seen as "temples of darkness
that were falling of themselves into decay”™. English
textbocks now began to be produced for schools,

Education for commerce

In 1854, the Court of Directors of the East India
Company in London sent an educatonsl despatch to



the Governor-General in India, Issned by Charles Wood,
the President of the Board of Control of the Company,
it has come to be known as Wood's Despatch. Outlining
the educational policy that was to be foliowed in India,
it emphasised once agdain the practical benefits of a
system of Europsan learning, as opposed to Orental
knowledge.

One of the practical uses the Despatch pointed to
was economic. Eurcpean leamning, it said, would enable
Indians to recognise the advantages that flow from the
expansion of trade and commerce, and make them see
the importance of developing the resources of the
country. Introducing them to Eiwmopean ways of liie,
would change their tastes and desires, and create a
demand for British goods. for Indians would begin to
appreciate and buy things thatwere produced in Europe.

Bource 2

An argument ;
for European J
knowled ge I

Wood's Despatch of 1554
marked the final eriumph *
of those: wheo ﬂppf,‘ritd 1
Oriental learning. I:J
f

: spaced:

Wemustemphanolly
declzre that the
educanon which we

: : - Indiz 15 thar whach
Wood's Despatch also argned that European learning Haz for 3o chjec

would improve the moral chatacter of Indians. It wounld i
malke them truthful and honpest. and thus supply the

desire to see extended ;
diffusten  of

the improved arrs, ‘

services, philesophy, i

« =znd| literztore of l

- Acotivity Europe, in short, .{

.Imﬂg'm-a you are living in the 1850s. You hesar of { Europeanknouledge

Wood’'s Despatch. Write about your reactions. P R —— #

Company with civil servants who could be trusted and
depended upon. The literature of the East was not cniy
full of grave errors, it could also not insdil In pecple a
sense of duty and a
commitment to work. nor
could it develon the skills

Fig. 5 — Bombay Univer=iy n fie ninstesntil cerir

reguired for
administration.
Following the 1854
Despatch, several
measures WETE

introduced by the British.
Education deparimenis
of the govermment were
=et up to extend control
education. Steps were
taken tc establish =a

system of unpiversity
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The demand for moral education

The argument for practical education was strongly criticised
ty the Christian missionaries in Indiz in the ninezeenth century
The missionaries felt that education should awem pt o improve
the mora! character of the peaple, and maoralizy could be
Improved only through Christian education

Until 1813, the East India Company was opposed io
rizsionary activities in India It feared tharmissionary activities
would provaks reaction amonagst the |oczl population and
make them suspicious of British presencs In India. Unable o
establish an institution within British-controlied territories, the
missionaries set up & mission at-Serampore in anares undar
the control of the Banish Eastindia Company. A& printing press
was serup v 1800 and 2 college esrablished in 1818,

Gwer the nineteenth century, missionary scheals were
satup all over Inda. After 1857, however, the British
government in India was reluctant o directly support missionary
Fig. 6 -Williors Carey was  adiication. There Was a fesling that any strong attack on lacal

aSConsh missonary customs, practices, beliefs and religiocus Ideas miaht enrane
wFohe bish Ehe ‘ 510 : p tes, be lglous Ideas mic age
S e Mt native” apinion.




education. In 1857, while
the zepovs rose in revaolt
in Meerut and Delhi,
universities were being
established in Calcutts,
Mzadras and Bombay.
Atternpts were also made
to bring about changes
within the system of
school education.

What Happened
to the Local
Schools?

Do yvou have any idea of

Fig. 8 — A pllage parhshsizs

e This iz 2 painting by a Tureh painrer, Francofs Solyen, whe came 1o
how children were taught Indi= in the late sighteenith comtury. He tried 16 deplet the evervday life
in pre-British times? Have of peopis in kis paintings:

yon ever wondered

whether they went to
schools? And i there were schools, what happened to these under British rule?

The report of William Adam

In the 1830s, William Adam, a Scottish missionary, toured the districts of Bengal and
Bihar. He had been asked by the Company to report on the progress of education in
vernacular schools. Tlhis rE[mrI: Adam produced is interesting

Adam found that there were over 1 lakh pathshalas in Bengal and Bihar. These
were small institutions with no more than 20 students each. But the total mmmber of
children being taught in these pathshalas was considerable — over 20 lakh. These
institutions were set up by wealthy people, or the local commmunity, At times they were
started by a teacher (guru).

The system of education was flexible. Few things that you associate with schools
today were present in the pathshalas ar the time. There were no fixed fee, no printed
books, no separate schoel building, no benches or chairs, no blackboards, no system of
separate classes, no rell-call registers, no annual examinations, and no regular time-
table. In some places classes were held vunder a banyan tree. in other places in the
corner of 3 village shop or temple, or at the gurit's home. Fee depended on the income of
parents: the rich had to pav more than the poor. Teaching was oral. and the guru
decided what 1o teaeh, in accordance with the needs of the students. Students were
not separated out into different classes: all of them sat together in one place. The guwru
interacted separately with groups of children with different levels of learning.

Adam discovered that this flexible system was suited to local needs. For instance,
classes were not held during harvest time when rural children often worked in the
fields. The pathshala started once again when the crops had been cut and stored.
This meant that even children of peasant families could study,
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. T.Irtu;j.f;a you were bom

in a poor family in the
1850s. How would you
have responded to the
goming of the new
system of government-
regqulated pathshalas?
2. Did you know that
about 50 per cent of
the children going teo
primary ‘school drop
out of school by the
time they are 13 or
147 Gan you think of
the warious possible
reasons: for this faet?

=
L=

Fig. 9- Sri Awrchindo Ghose
In 3 spesch defivered on
Jrrmary 150 1508 in Sambay,
Anmobinde Ghoss sated that
the goal of natdonal education
was fo swaken the spivlt of
students  This requlred a
contemmpiaton of the herolc
s the wmacular s as to
reach the loygest nunmber of
peopie Aurpbindo Ghoss:
students shonld remsin
comnect=d to thelr own rocis,
thev-shauld slzo t=k= the
fullesy advaniage of modern
setentific discgreries and
West=rn szpariments in
popular govermmenis
Moreoves, the students Should
alen leam Some nizenil CTE0S 20
that they could be abie to find
some moderaiely EInunETEtve
employment after leaving their
s=hobls.
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New routines, new rules

Up to the mid-nineteenth century, the Company was
concemed primarity with higher education, So it allowed
the loeal pathshalas to function witheout much
interference. After 1854 the Company decided to improve
the system of vemaculsr seducation. It felt that this could
be done by introducing order within the system, imposing
routines, establishing rules, ensuring regular
in=pecticons.

How was this to be done? What measures did
the Company undertake? It appeinted a number of
government pandits. each in charge of looking after four
to five schools: The task of the pandit was to visit the
pathshalas and try and improve the standard of
teaching. Each gwru was asked to submit periodic
reports and taice classes according to a regular timetable.
Teaching was now to be based on textbools and learning
was to be tested through a system of annusl
sxamination: Students were asked to pay 2 regular fee,
attend regular classes, sit on fixed seats, and obey the
new rules of discipline.

Pathshalas which accepted the new rules were
supported through government grants. Those who were
unwilling to work within the new system received no
govermmment support. Over time guwus who wanted to
retain their independence found it difficult to compete
with the government aided and regulsted pathshalas.

The new rules and routines had another consequence,
In the earlier system children from poor peasant families
had been able to go to pathshalas. since the timetable
was flexible. The discipline of the new system demanded
regular attendance, even during harvest time when
children of poor families had to work in the fields. [nability
to attend school came to be seen as indiscipline, as
evidence of the lack of desire to leam

The Agenda for a National Education

British officials were pot the only people thinking about
education in India. From the early nineteenth cenmtury
many thinkers from different parts of Indiz began
to tallt of the need for a wider spread of sducation.
Impressed with the develepmenis in Europe, some
Indians felt that Western education would help moderniss-
India. They urged the British to open more schools,
colleges and universities, and spend more money on
education. You will read about some of these sfforts in



Chapter 9. There were other Indians, however, who
reacted against Western education. Mahatma Gandhi
and Rabindranath Tagore were two such individuals,

Let us look at what they had to sav.

“English education has enslaved us”

Mahatma Gandihi argued that colonial education created
a sense of inferiorty in the minds of Indians, It made
them ses Western civilisation as superior, and destroyad
the pride thev had in their own culture, There was poison
in this education. said Mahatma Gandhi, it was sinful,
it emslaved Indians, it cast an evil spell on them. Charmed
by the West, apprediating everything that came from
the West Indisns educated in these institutions began
admiring British rule. Mahatma Gandhi wanted an
education that could help Indians récover their senise of
dignity and self-respect. During the national movement
he urged students to leave educationa! institutions in
order to-show to the British that Indians were no longer
willing to be enslaved.

Mahatma Gandhi strongly felt that Indian languages
ought to be the medinm of teaching. Education in English
crippled Indians, distanced them from their own sodal
surroundings, and made them "strangers in their own
lands". Speaking a foreign tongue, despising local cultime,
the English educated did not kmow how to relate to the

mMasses.

Westernz educaton, Mahigima Gandhi said, focused
on reading and writing rather than oral knowledzs;
it valued textbools rather
than lved experience and
practical knowledge. He
argued that sduesation
ought to develop & person's
mind and soul. Literacy —
or simpiy learning to read
and write — by itself did
not eount as education.
People had to work with
their hands, learn a craft,
and lmow how different
things operated. This
would develop their mimd
and their capacity te

understand.

Fig. 10— Mehoima Gandhi dlonio
wnik Eactrba Gandnd =douy omth
Ravirdroneth Tagore andd a group
of girts arSonrniicerqgn; 19490
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Source 3

“Literacy mitself is not education”

Mahzema Gandhi wrote:

By aducanon I mean an all-roynd ‘drawing out of
the best in child and man — body, mind and spirit.
Literacy is not the end of education nor even the
beginmmng It onlv one of the mean: whereby man
and womsn can be educated. Literacy in is=lf & not
educagon. 1 would therefore begin the child'=
-educagon by teaching it-a uzeful handicrait and
enabling it o produce from the momentic begqnsz s
oaming . 1 hold that the highest dexelopment of
the mind and the zopl i peszible underspch a o=tem
of sdyecanon. Only sverv handicraft hasta be mughe
not merely mechanmically a5is done roday bur
saeatficalls, ie the dhiald shoypld know the why and
the wherefore of =vary procsss
The Colisced TWorks of Mzbana Gandhr Vol 2, p 75

R O I
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As nationalist sentiments spread, other thinkers also
began thinking of & system of national education which
would be radieally different from that set up by
the British.

Tagore's “abode of peace”

Many of you may have heard of Santiniketan. Bo vou kmow
why it was established and by whom?

Fig. 11 —A closs i progress m Rabindranath Tagore started the institution in 1901.
SaHrIKEian in s 1930 As a child, Tagore hated going to schoel. He found
Notice the sunpundings — the it suffocating and oppressive. The schosal appeared
trees and: the Open spaces, lilte 3 prison, for he could never do what he felt like doing,

So while other children listened to the
o teacher, Tagore's mind would
; B -

wander awsay.

The experience of his
schooldays in Calcutta
shaped Tagore's ideas of
education. On growing
up, he wanted to setup
a school where the
child was happy. where-
she could be free and
creative, whiere siie was
able to explore her own

thoughts and desires. Tagore felt
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that childhood ought to be a time of seli-learming, outside the
rigid and restricting discipline of the schooling system set up
by the British. Teachers had to be imaginative, u_ﬂderstamj
the child, and help the child develop her curdosity: Ac

to Tagore, the existing schools killed the natural desirs of the
child to be creative, her sense of wonder.

Tagore was of the view that treative learning could be
encouraged only within a natural environment. 5o he chose to
set up his school 100 kilometres away from Caleutta, in a
rural setting. He saw it as an abode of peace [santinfketarn).
where living in harmony with nature, children eould eultivate
their natural creativity.

[n many senses Tagore and Mahatma Gandhi thought about
education in similar ways. Thers were, however, differences
too. Gandhiji was highly critical of Western civilisation and its
worship of machines and technology. Tagore wanted to combine
elements of meodern Western civilisation with what he saw as
the best within [ndian: tadifion. He emphasised the need o
teach science and technology at Santiniketan, zlong with art.
music and dance.

Many individuals and thinkers were thus thinking about
the way a nationzal educational system could be fashioned.
Some wanted changes within the system set up by the British,
and felt that the systemn could be exiended so as to include
wider sections of people. Others urged that alternative systems
be created so that people were educated into a culture that
was truly national. Who was to define what was truly national?
The debate about what this "national education” ua,‘__,h.t to be
continued till affter independence.

Fig. 12 —Children plaiing
I TN SSUHEILE. SO BT
Coimbarare, earsy.
LTI e Oy

5y the mid-nineteenth
century, scheels for gals
were bing &£ up by
Christian mis=lonaries
and Tndion reforms
organisations

Lt

=
]
=

to

e T
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ELSEWHERE

Education as a civilising mission

Until the introduction of the Education Act in 1870, there was no widespread education for the
population as a whole for most ofthe ninefeenth century. Child lebour being widely prevalent,
poor children could rot be sent to school for their eaming was crifical for the sundval of the
family. The nurmber of schools was elso limited to thase run by the Church orset up by wealthy
individuals. [t wes only after the coming into force of the Education Act that schools wers opened
by the government and compulsory schooling wasintroduced.

One of the most important educotionel thinkers of the period was Themes Amold,
who became the heodmaster of the private school Rugby. Fovouring a secondary school
curriculum which hed a detailed study of the Greek end Roman clossics, wiitten 2,000
years sarlier, he said: '

It hias abweys seemed fo me ohe of the greal advantages of the course of study
generally pursued in our English schools that it draws our minds so mnﬁrumjﬁ,v
to dwell upon the past; Every doy we are engaged in studying the languages, the
history, and the thoughts of men who lved nearly or more than two thousand
¥EQrs ago...

Amold felt that a study of the classics disdplined the mind. in fact, most educators of the
time believed thaf such o discpline was necessary because young people were naturally
savage and needed to be confrolled. To become Ghilised adults, they needed e understand
sodefy’s notions of 1night and wrong, proper and improper behiaviour. Education, especally
one which disciplined thelr minds, was meant to quide them on' this path.

Can you suggest how such ideas might have Inflienced thinking about education of the
poor in England and of the “natives™ in the colonies?

Lets vecall

1. Maich the ioliowing:

p . Willism Jones promotion of Engiish

> Mﬂﬁmé education
[magine you wele Rabindranath respect for anclent cultures
witness to a debate Tagore
between: Mahatma ) i
Gandhi - and Macaulzy J.H. Enowels Translation of Raftarangini

on English education.

Th Maegaulay gurus
Write a page on the SRS

diziogue TEU. heard. Mahatma Gandhi learning in s natursl
environment
Pathshalas critical of English education
M.A. Stein Collection of folk tales of
Kashmir
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2, Sizte whether trus or {alse:
(z) James Ml was a severe oritic of the Orientalists,

[b) Th=s 1854 Despatech on sducation was in favour
of English being introduced asa medinm of higher
education in Indi=,

{c) Mahatma Gandhi thought that promotion of
literacy was the most important aim of education.

{d) Rabindranath Tadore felt that children gught t©
be subjected to strict discipline.

Let's gﬂ-ﬂ—m

3. Why did William Jones feel the need to study Indian
history, philosophy and law?

4. Why did James Milland Thomas Macaulay think that
European education was essential in India?

5. Write a short note on Orientalist lterary project in
Iashmir.

B, Why did Mahatma Gandhi want to teach children
handicrafts?

7. Why did Mahatma Gandhi think that English
education had enslaved Indians?

Let's %o

8 Find out rom your grandparents about what they
studied in school.

S, Find out about the history af your school or any other
school in the area yvou live.
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Women, Caste and
Reform [5]%

oL

T

Fig, 1 —Sail painted by
Ealtfnzar Soluyn. 1813

Thiz wus eoe of the mamny
pletiires ol sat pulnted by the
Europsan artists who cime
to Indin, The practice of =at
was-seen as svidence of the
barbarism of the East

Have vou ever thought of how children lived about two
hundred years ago? Nowadays most girls from middle-elass
farmilies gooto school. and often study with boys. On growing
up, many of them go to colleges and universities, and take
up jebs aller that. They have to be adulls belore Lhey
are legally married, and according to law, they can marry
anyone they like, from any caste and community, and
widows can remarry oo, All wornen, like all men, can vole
and stand [or elecdons. O
course, Lhese righls are
not actually enjoyed by
all. Poor people have little
or no access (o education,
and In' many families,
woimen cannot Ehﬂbht‘
thelr husbands.

Two hundred years ago
things were very different.
Most children were
married off at an early age,
Both IMindu and Muoslim
men could marry more
than one wife. In some
parts of the country,
widows were praisedal they
chose death by burning themselves on the funeral pvre of
theit husbands. Women who died in lhis mianner, whether
willingly or otherwise, were called "sali”, meaning virtuous
women, Wamen's righis to properiy were also restricted.
Besides, mosl women had virtually no access to educalion.
In many parts ol the country people belicved that If a
woman was educated, she would becomes a widow,



Differences between men and women were not the
only ones in society. In most regions, people were divided
along lines of caste. Brahmans and Kshatrivas considered
themselves as "upper castes™. Others, such as traders
and monevienders (often referred to as Vaishvas) were
placed after them. Then came peasanis, and artisans
such as weavers and petters (referred to as Shudras).
At the lowest rung were those who laboursd to keep
cities and villages clean or worksd at jobs that upper

castes considered "polluting”, that is, it could lead to

the loss of caste status. The upper castes also treated
many of these groups =t the bottom as “untouchable™
They were not allowed to enter temples, draw water
from the wells used by the upper castes, or bathe in
ponds where upper castes bathed. They were seen as
inferior human beings.

Over the minsteenth and twentieth centories, many
of these norms and perceptions slowly changed. Let us
see how this happened.

Working Towards Change

From the early nineteenth century, we find debates and
discussions about social customs and practices taking on
a new character. One important reason for this was
the development of new forms of commurication. For the
first time, boolks, newspapers, magazines, leaflets and
pamphlets were printed. These were:far cheaper and
far more accessible than the manuseripts that you have
read about in Ciass VI Therefore ordinary pe-:il}lﬂ could
read these, and many of them could also write and
express their ideas in their own languages, All kinds of
issues — social, political. economic and religious — could
now be debated and discussed by men (and sometimes
by women zs weil] in the new cities, The discussions
could reach cut o a wider public, and could becoms
linked to movements for social change.

These debates were often initisted by Indian reformers
and referm groups. One such reformer was Raja
Hammeohun Rov (1772-1833). He founded a reform
associgton knowrn as the Brahmmo Sabha (later known
as the Brahmo Samsj] in Calcutta, People such as
BEammohun Boy are described as reformers because they
felt that changes were necessary in society, and unjust
practices needed to be done away with. They thought
that the best way to ensure such changes was by
persuading pa}ple to give up old practices and adopt a
new way of lfe

Aot
Gan you think of the
ways in which social
custorms and practices
were discussad In the
pre-printing age when
books, newspapers and
pamphiets wera not
raadily available?
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Fig. 2 — Rajg Rammohkun Rao,
painied by Rembrondt Peale, 1833
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Hammohun Roy was keen to spread the knmowiedge
of Western: edueation in the counfry and bring about
greater freedom and equality for women. He wrote about
the way women were forced to bear the burden of
domestic work, confined to the home and the kitchen,
and not allowed to move out and become educated.

Changing the Hves of widows
Rammeolnin Rovwas particularly moved by the problems
widows faced in their lives, He began a campaign
agzinst the practice of satl

Hammehun Roy was well versed in Sansloit. Persian
and several other Indian and Europeon lsnguages. He
tried to show through his writings that the practice
of widow buming had mo sanction in ancient texts.
By the early nineteenth ecentury. as vou have read in
Chapter 7, many British efficizls had also begun to
criticise Indian traditions and customs. They were
therefore more than willing to listen to Rammohun who
was repuited to be a leamed man. In 1829, sati was banned.

The strategy adoptsd by Rammohun was used by
later reformers as well. Whenever they wished to
challenge 3 practice that seemed harmiul. they mied to
find a verse or sentence in the ancient sacred texis
that supported their point of view. They then sugddested
that the practce as it existed =t present was against
early tradition.

Fig. 3 — Hook siwinging
Festivgl

In this popuisr festival
devotees underwent
peculiar form of sufiering
2= part of Timal worship
With hooks ‘pierced
through their skin they
swung thems=elves on
a2 woeel In . the sarly
ninstesrah cemimTy. when
Furopesn officlals began
itcising Tnidisn CIISHOIEs
and mdmusls as harbaric,
iniz w=3 one of the Oouals
that csme Ondet Sirdeis

a



Bource 1
=
“We first tie them down to the pile” E

Rammohun Roy publﬁheu many I}zmghieﬁ o spread his
ideas. Some of these were written asadialogue berweenthe |
advocate and crnc of a gaditdonal practice. Here iz one
such dislogue on zati:

ADVOCATE OF SATE

Women are by nature of mfienor understanding,

withour reselotnen. ynworthy of trust ... Manv &f

them; on the death of themr huzhand: | berome desiraygs

of accompanving them; but to remove everv chance

of thewr oving 1o ezLRpE from the hlamg Eré in

burnmit them we first ae them down to the pile.

Thu; argurrmnt was
taking place more
than 175 years ago.
Write down the
different arguments
you may have heard

OPPONENT OF SATE:

When did you ever afford them = fawr cpporunity of
exhibiting their nacural eapacity? How then can vou
accpse them of want of undersanding: H, after
mzoruction it knowledge and wisdom . a person cannoe

comprehand'nrnetf:i]i wharhaz beenr tzughchim, we Hmmd .'fﬂl.l on the

may consider him ac deficient bur if vop do net waorth of women.

edyeats woamen how can vou testhem 2= inferior. In what ways have

_ £ | the views changed?
T o N B s s N  eoamme W Wi LW

For instance, one of the most famous reformers, |
Ishwarchandra Vidvasagar, used the sncient texts to
suggest that widows could remarrv. His suggestion was
adopted by British officizls, and a law was passed in
1856 permitting widow remasrriage. Those who were
against the remarriage of widows opposed Vidyasagar,
and even boycotted him.

By the second half of the nineteenth century, the
movement in favour of widow remarriage spread to other
parts of the country. In the Telugu-speaking areas of
the Madras Presidency, Veerasalingam Pantnln formed
an association for widow remarriage. Around the same
time young ioteilectusals and reformers inm Bombay
pledzed themselves to working for the same cause.
In1 the porth, Swami Davanand Saraswati, who founded
the reform association called Arya Samaj, also supported
widow remarriade. : -

Yet. the number of widows who actually remarried Fig. 4 ~SwamiDayanand
remained low. Those who married were oot sasily 551::,4@:_
accepted in society and cons=ervative groups comtinued — Deyauand fundsd the Arva Samg

in 1875, an organisstian fhat
to oppose the new law. artempred to refirm Hindidsm

T g s
_llﬂ.. ¥
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Icruiraorchanidre Vi aoagar

Fig. @ — Studeni= of Hincdu
Marils Vidh alaye, 1873

Whan givls’ schoeals were frst

&7 Lrp in the ninetesmih cenmry,

it was generaliy Belisved fHat t
carrkeulnm for girls ought o L
=2z rexwing than that for bays.
The Hinedn Mahila Vidvslays was
one of the Sref insHmdsn="to
prosids girle with the Eind of
leamming that was usual for bovs
ai the dmie
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Girls begin going to school
Many of the reformers feit that sducation for girls was
necessary in order te improve the condition of women.
Vidvasadar in Calcutis and many other reformers
in Bombay set up schocls for girls. When the first
schools were opened in the mid-nineteenth century,
many people were afraid of them. They feared that
schools would take girls away from home, prevent them
from doing their domestic duties. Moreover, girls had
to travel throuch public places in order to reach schoal,
Many people felt that this weuld have a cormupting
influence on them. They felt that girls should stay
away from public spaces, Therefors, throughout the
nineteenth century, most educsted women were taught
at home by liberal! fathers or husbands. Sometimes
women taught themselves. Do yvou remember what you
read about Rashsundari Debi in vour book Soctal
anid Politieal Life last vear? She was one of those who
secretly leammed to read and write in the flickering light
of candles at night.

In the latter part of the century, schools for girls
were established by the Arya SEL'.:IJEIJ in Punjsb, and
Jyotirac Phule in Maharashtra.

In aristocratic Muslim households in North India,
women learnt to read the Boran in Arabic. They were
taught by women whe came home to teach. Some-
reformers such as Mumtaz All reinterpreted verses from
the Koran to argue for women's education. The first
Urdu novels began to'be written from the late nineteenth
century. Amongst other things, these were meant to
encourage women to read about religion and domestic
management in & language they could understand.

Women write about
wWomen

From the early twentieth
century, Muslim women
like the Begums of Bhopal
played = noiable role in
promoting education among
women. They founded a
primary schoel for girls at
Aligarh. Another remarkable
woman, Begum Rokeya
Sakhawat Hossain started
schools for Muslim girls in
Patna and Calcutta. She



was a fearless critic of conservative ideas, arguing
that religious leaders of every fzith accorded an inferiar

place to women.

By the 1830s, Indian women began to enter
universities. Some of them trained o be doctors. some
became teachers. Many women began to write and
publish their critical views on the place of women in
society. Tarabai Shinde, a woman sducated at
home at Poona, published a book, Stripurushiulnag.
(A Comparison between Women and Men), eriticising
the sorizl differences between men and women

Pandita Ramabai. a great
scholar of Sanslkrit. felt that
Hindixism was oppressive towards
womern., and wrote a book about
the miserable lives of upper-caste
Hindu women: She founded =
widows' home at Poona to provide
shelter to widows who had been
treated badly by their hushands’
relatives. Here women were
trained so that they could support
themselves economically.

Needless to say, all this more
than alarmed the orthedox. For
instanece, many Hindu nationalists
felt that Hindu women were adt:rptm_._ Western ways and
that this would corrupt Hindu culture and erode fzmily
values. Orthodox Muslims were also warried about
the impact of these changes.

As you can see, by the end of the nineteenth: century,
women themselves were actvely working for referm.
Thev wrote books, edited magazines, founded schools
and trainming centres, and set up women's associztions.
From the early twentieth century, they formed political
pressure groups to posh through 1aws for female suffrage
({the right to vote) and better health care and education

Fig. 7
Panuiiin Réamiahal

for women. Some of them joined various kinds of

nationsalist and socislist movements from the 1920s.

In the twentieth century. leaders such as
Jawaharial Nehru and Subhas Chandrs Bose lent their
support to demands for greater equality and freedom
for women, Nationailst leaders promised that there
would be full suffrage for all men and women after
Independence. However., tll then they asked women
to concentrate on the ant-British struggles.

Soufce 2

ll‘ll.tiilza;zlm:! has died..

|

-

Once a woman'’s

In her hook,
Striparashrudng.

Tarabal Shinds wrowe:

Izn't a woman's liis
asdeareo heras sours
it tovoud It's aiaf
Women are mem: (5]
be made of something
different from men
zhogether, made from
dust from ezrth or
rock or Tusted Iron
whereas voy and vour
Iizes are made from
the ptrest gold_ ...
You're asking me what
Imesn Imeanoncea
woman s hushand has
died, ... what'z=in store
for her: The barber
comes- o shave all
the coris and hamr
off her head, just o
cool voureves. ... She
iz zhut our from
mgoing to weddings,
r&c_Ep:mn_. and other
ZUSPICIOUS OCLasions
thar mamed womesn
go to. And why all
these TEITICIIONST
Becausze her huthand
haz died. She it
unlucky;: ill &&= is
writien. on  her
forehead. Her face 13
not 1o be seen, it a

Tarahai Shinds, Soioprishains

H
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Law against child marriage

MOHD. SUBHAN HAJAM
A uninue Socizl Retormes in Kashmir

Mohd Subhan Heam
profession, wasa Kasnmim ioon, & socis!
refonmier and 2 visioney wno succesgadin
memZing pUEfc opmion for ersdicaton of
DSTMmCn (immeanEf eafhckang | which was cos
-Of (e TDEL InUmiEn 30 fEnous pragices
premaienLin Jamimiu and Kasnmiraunng the
197 century. It wes 2 licenssd frads fr'n.
WhESh W ctate darived 3 RUgEincame 3kd
aliowecd =irh rEmoedl (vocting THie enorelc
youny batbarsought ths REld of soino of the
it e e ol sty n rﬂ"hn-' Hies
il ToHighligh tais chis) ezt e Wrdls
pamiphletz and walid Sandu in e e
anz beat 2 drum snd shout wilty, 2elicbinsd
Siooame and poems denounchio the manies
of prestiulien. Though IRe sovemman
her=sed he mionmer and aven aresied
I seifess servces ol the wlism Subian
Meaedt Winmaely tore Indlemen, m 1E3L e
StEe AssEmbly passed enAct Sppracsing
mmaei rEfe of woman, On Mobamms
Subneh Neag'saavice, mamy rescued
WOm2n 10 i GEpnnino charnita [sEnnimg
winest) ang e=med 3 decant ihng heugh
TS PRS0

3 bartier by
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With the growth of women’'s crganisatiens
and writings on these issues: the mementym
for reform gained:strength. People challenged
anocther established custom = that af child
marriage. There were & number of indian
legisiatorsin the Ceniral begislative Assembly
who fought o make a law preyenting child
marriage. In 1929 the Child Marriage
Restraint Actwas passed without the kind of
bitter debaies and struggles that earller laws
had seen. According to the Actne man below
the ag=of 18 and woman below the age of
1& could marry. Subseguently these fimits
were ralsed to 21 for men and 12 forwomen

Fip. 8 —EBride at the age of sight

This is o picture of 2 child brids at the beginning of
the tweniiafh contory. Did you kmow fhat even today
oFEr 20 per tent of gifts-in Inils sre mizrred belew
the ags of 157

Caste and Social Reform

Some of the sodzl reformers we have been discussing
alsp criticised caste inegualities. Rammohun Royv
transiated an pld Buddhist text that was critical of
caste. The Prarthana Samaj adhered to the tradition of
Bhaktl that believed in spiritual equality of zall castes,
In Bombay, the Paramhans Mandali was founded in
1840 to work for the sholition of caste. Many of these
reformers and members of reform associations were
people of upper castes. Often, in secret mestings. these
reformers would violate caste taboos on feed and touch,
in an effort to get dd of the hold of caste prejudice in
their lives.

There were also otherswho questioned the injustices
of the caste social order. During the course of the
nineteenth century, Christian missionaries began
setting up schools for tribal groups and “lower -caste-
children. These children were thus eguipped with some
respurces to make their way into a changing world.

At the same time, the poor began leaving their
villages to lock for jobs that wers opening up in the
cities, There was work {n the factories that were coming
up, and jobs in municipalities. You have read about



the expansion of cities in
Chapter 6. Think of the new
demands of labour this
created. Drains had to be
dug, roads laid, buildings
constructed, and cities
cleaned. This reguired coolies,
diggers. carriers. bricklavers,
séwa_ge Ciedriers, SWeeEpers,
palananin bearers, rickshaw
pullers, Where did this labour
come from? The poor from
the villages and small towns,
many of them from low castes,
began moving to the cities where there was 3 new  Fig. 9 - A codlis ship,
demand for labour. Some aiso went to work in plantations ~ fineesnth canry _
in Assam, Maurdtius., Trinidad and Indonesia; Work in  Thiscoclis ship— named John
the new locations was often vervy hard. Bait the poor. SPiEn = et Ay m‘m

. a2 i . Isbwnirers to Mauritiis where
the people from low castes, saw this as an opportanity 0 did 2 verety of forms of hard
o get sway from the oppressive hold that upper-caste jghour Most of these labourers
landowners exercised over their lives and the daily  wers fiom low casees,
humiliation they suffered.

Who could produce shoes?

Leatherworkers Have been wradizionally held ip
conismpet sines they work with dead animals
which are seen as dirty and polluting Durina the:
First Warld War, however, there was & huge
demand for shoes for the armies.Caste prejudice
Agatnst leather work meant that only the
traditional leather workers aitd shoemakers were
ready to supply army shoes. So they could ask
for high prices and gain im pressh.fe profits.

Fig. 10 —Modigas moning shoes, nineieertheceniwmg
Angdhra Prodesh

Madigas were an fmparfant umtosuchabls sagéeof
present-day Andhrs Pradesh They wers experes-at
eleaning hide=, tanning shem for Tiz2, and sewing

There were other jobs too. The army, for instance,
offered opportunities. A number of Mahar people; who
were regarded as untouchabie, found jobs in the Mahar
Ef_'glmF_'ﬂL The ifather of B.E. Ambediar, the leader of
the Dialit movement, taught at an army school.
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N place inside
the classroom

Inn the Boembay
Presidency, as late as
1825%: untouchables wers
net allowsd into aven
government schools.
When some of them
prassed hard for that
right. they were allow=d
o s5it an the veranda
outside the classroom
and listzn w tha lessons,
without “polluting” the
room whers upper-cast=
boys wers taught.

=

.I' : ! "E""ﬁl'.l :

1. Imagine that you are
one of the studenis:
sitting in the school
varands and listaning
to the lessons. What
kind of guestione
would bs rising in
your mind?

2. Some peopls thought
this situation was
better than the total
lack of edueation for
untouchable people.
Would you agree with
this view?

Fig. 12 — Sl Narmiana Guru
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Fig. 11 - Mhiblos of Guigrar eamying Mcngoes & the morier

Dinhias laboured for upper-caste landowners, culdvating their
fields, and worlkdng at = vadety of cdd jobs at the landingd’s honse,

Demands for eguality and justice

Graduaslly, by the second half of the nineteenth century,
people from within the Non-Brahman castes began
organising movements against caste discrimination. and
demanded socdial equality and justice.

The Satnami movement in Central India was founded
by Ghasidas who worked among the leatherworkers and
organised a movement to improve their social status.
In eastern Bengal, Haridas Thalmr's Matua sect worked
among Chandala cultivators. Haridas guestioned
Brabhmaniecal texts that supported the caste svstem.
In wh=at is present-day Keralz, 2 guru from Eghavs caste,
Shri Narayana Guru, procizimed the ideals of unity for
his people. He argued agdainst treating people La.ﬁequnlh
on the hasis of caste differences. According to him, zall
humsniind belonged to the same caste: One of his
famous statements was: “ori Jail
ori matam, oru dafpam
manushyanu” (one caste, one
relizion, one god for humanikind).

All these sects were founded
by lesders who came from Non-
Brahkman castes and worked
amongst them. They tried to
change thoss hahits and practices
which provoked the contempt of
dominant castes. They trisd to
create a sense of self-esteem

among the subordinate castes.




Omnez of the most vocal amongst the “low-caste” leaders
was Jyotirao Phule. Born in 1827, he studied in schools
set up by Christian missionaries. On growing up he
developed his own idess about the injustices of caste
society. He set out to attack the Brahmans’ claim that
they were superdor to others, since they were Aryans.
Phuie argued that the Aryans were foreigners, who
came-from outside the subcontinent, and defeated and
subjugated the true children of the countty — those who
had lived here from before the coming of the Aryans,
As the Aryans established their dominance, they began
looking at the defeated peopulation as inferior. as low-
caste people. According to Phule. the "upper castes
had ne right to their land and power: in reslity, the
land belonged to indigenous people, the so-called
low castes.

FPhule claimed that befors Aryan rule there existed a2
golden age when warrior-peasants tilled the lsnd and
ruled the Maratha countryside in just and fair ways.
He proposed that Shudras (labouring castes) and
Ari Shudras (untouchables) should unite to challenge
caste discrimination. The Satyashedhak Samaf, an
astociation Phule founded, propagated caste eguality,

Bource 3

“Me here and you over there”

Phule was #lsp crifical of the anti-colonial nadonalizm that was

preached by upper-case leaders. He wrote:

“The Brahman: have hidden away the sword of ther
religion which has cut'the throas of the peoples’ prespenty
..a_nd now g0 abour posing az great patnots of theircoun Iy
They . give this adwice to . our Shudra, Mushim and
Bars ‘..'IJULE tharynlezws pur awarall quarr&lﬁng amongst
oyrselves ahoyr the diviston: berween lagh and low' in oyr
counoy and come nglhE'r our _.. coumnerv will rever make
any progre:z .. It will be ynity to serve char purpesss,
and then wwill beme: hi=re and you oveT d:u:n: ag=in.

Jreabe Piule, The Cpinramor: Winpcord

Im 1B73. Phule wrote a book named Gulamgir.

meaning slavery. Some ten years belfore this, the
American Civil War had been ti:ru.t,{ht_. leading to the end
of slavery in America. Phule dedicated his book to all

i

o e v, ST T e O i, e L

1'_ Tg-ﬁmﬂtﬂjg-" fvity:

Carsfully read

Source 3. What do
you think Jyotirao

Phule meant by

“me here and you
over there again”?
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Bowrce 4

“We are also
human beings”

In 1927 Ambedkar zaid:

We now wantwo go to
the Tank onlvtoprove
that hike others, weare
Hindu sociesy should
be reorganized ontwo
AT 'pr_lnv:lp_-]'.'es -
:equality and abzence
of caizvetam.

i — i e, T Wy e M

l‘- e e m—— ik, ol "-ii'l'l'J,

Fig. 14 —The got=tiay) tothe
Modurad terple, draurn B
Thomns Daniell, 1782
“Cntoncrhables" wére ot
allgwed. anywhera neat =ieh
gatesrays untll the temyie
ENITY maremenT hegan.
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those Americans who had fought to free slaves, thus
establishing a link between the conditions of the-
*lower” ecastes in India and the black slaves in
America.

As this example shows, Phule extended his
criticisin of the caste system to argue against zall
forms of inequality. He was concerned zshout the
plizht of “upper-caste women, the miseries of the
labourer, and the humiliation of the “low™ castes.
This movemsent for caste reform was continued in
the twentieth century by other great dalit leaders
like Dr B.R. Ambedkar in western India and E.V.
Ramaswamy Naicker in the south.

Who could enter temples?

Ambedlar was bom into 2 Mshar family. As 3 child
he experienced what caste prejudice meant in
sveryday life. In school he was foreed to sit
outside the classroom en the ground, and was
net allowed to drink water from taps that
upper-caste children used. After fnishing
school, he got a fellowship to g6 to the US for
higher studies, On his retum to Indis in 1919,
he wrote extensively about "upper’-caste
powesr in contemporary socieky.
Iin 1927, Ambedkar staried a temple
entry movement, in which his Mahar caste
followers participated. Brahman priests
were outraged when the Dalits used water
from the temple tank.
Ambedlear led three such movements
for tempie entry between 1927 and 1935.
His aim was to m=eke evervone sec the
power of caste prejudices within society.



The Non-Brahman movement

In the early twentieth century, the non-Brahman
movement started. The initiative came from those
non-Brahman castes that had acguired aceess to
education, wealth and influenee. They argued that
Brahmans were heirs of Arvan invaders from the
porth who had conguered southerm lands from
the original inhabitants of the region — the indigenous
BDravidian races. They zlso challenged Brahmanical
ciaims to power.

E.V. Ramaswamy Naicker, or Perivar, as he-

was called, came from 2 middle-class family.
Interestingly, he had been an ascetic in his early
life and had studied Ssnskrit scriptures carsfully,
Later, he became a member of the Congress, only to
leayve it in disgust when he found that at s feast
crganised by nationszlists. seating arrangdements
followed caste distinctions — that is. the lower castés
were made tosit at a distance from the upper castes,
Convinced that untouchables had to fight for their
dignity, Perivar {ounded the Self Respect Movement.
He argued that untouchables were the true
upholders of an original Tamil and Dravidian caltare
wiiich had been subjugated by Brahmans, He felt
that all religious authorities saw social divisiens
and imequality as God-given. Untouchables had to
free themselves, therefore, from all religions in order
to achieve socisl sguality.

Periyar was an outspoken eritic of Hindu scriptures.
especially the Codes of Manu, the ancient lawgiver,
and the Bhagavad Gita and the Ramayana. He s=id
that these texts had been used to estzblish the
autherity of Brahmans over lower castes and the
domination of men over women.

These assertions did not go unchsllenged. The
foreeful speeches, writings and movements of lower-
caste leaders did lead to rethinking and some seif-
critici=m among upper-caste nationalist leaders. But
orthodox Hindu society also reacted by founding
Sanatan Dharms Sabhas and the Bharat Dharma

Mahamandsal in the'nerth, and associations like the-

Brahman Sabha in Bengal. The object of these
assgciations was to uphold caste distinctions as a
cornerstone of Hinduism, and show how this was
sanctified by scriptures, Debates and struggles over

caste continued bevond the colonial period and are-

still going on in our own tmes.

Fig. 1 — EV. Ramostoamn
Naicker Peryar)

Souwce 5

, Perivar on women

Penyar wrowe;
Only with che arrivalof
words such a= Thara
Muburthamiair woren
the hand: of their
buzbkind: | weended
up with such fathers
who advize their
dayghsers ... that they
had been gified away
to their husbands and
they he-]uns o their
hyzband’s place. Thiz
iz the . rezule of
our azsocianen with
. Sanckvye.
Periiar ceed in Ferivar .f
| it

_Aetvity

Why does caste remain
such a controversial issue
today? What do you
think was thea most
important movaiment
against caste in colonial
timeas?

- — el S —— ?-'th..-;- “-_'-h"‘\.q
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Organising for reform

The Brahmo Samaj

The Brahmo Samaj, formed in 1839, prohibited all forms of idolatry and sacrifice,
belleved in the Upanishads, and farbade I1s members from criticising other
religious practices. |t critically drew upon the ideals of religions — especially of
one af e o Hindutsm and Christianity = locking at thelr negative and
Eaders uf the positive dimensions:

Fig. 18 — Ze=hub

Derozio and Young Bengal

Henry Louis Vivian Derozio, a teacher at Hindu College; Calcutta, In the
1820z promocted radical ideas and encouraged his puplils to quessen all
authority. Referred 1o as the Young Bengal Movement, his students attacked
tradition and custem, demanded education for women and campalgned for
the freedom of thought and expression.

The Ramakrishna Mission and Swami Vivekananda

Named after Ramakrishna Paramhansa, Swami Vivekananda's guru, the
Ramakrishna Mission stressad the Ideal of salvation throligh social service
and selfless action.

Swaml Vivekananda (1863-1902), whose eriginal name was Narendra
Math Dutta, combined the simple teachings of Sn Ramakrishra with his
well founded modern cutiook and spread them all over the world. After
hearing him Inthe World Parliament of Religions at Chicage In 1852, the
New York Herald reported, "We feel how foolish it is 1o send missianaries
to this learned nation”. Indeed, Swaml Vivekananda was the firstindlan In

_ medem times, who re-established the spintual pre-eminence of the vedan:a

f&gﬁgﬂﬁ“ﬂ philosophy on-a global'scale. But his mission was not simply to talk of
= rellgion. He was extremely pained at the povarty and the misery of his
country men. He firmly believed that any reform could become successful only by uplifting the
candition of the masses. Thersfore. his clarion call to the people of India was 1o rise above the
narrow confines of thelr 'religion of the kitchen' and come wogether In the service of the nation.
By sending eut this call he made a signal contribution to the nascent nationalism efjindia: His
senze of nationalism was; howeayver, not narrow In its conception. He was convinged that many
of the problems facing the mankind could only be overcome if the nations of the world come
togather on an equal footing. Therefore, his exhortation o the youth was to Unite an the basis
of a camman splritual heritage. In this exhortation he b&lfarne trily 'the symbaol of 3 new 5plr1t
and a source of strength for the future’.

The Prarthana Samaj

Established in i 867 atBombay, the Prarthana Samaj sought to remove caste restrictions, abolish
child marriage, encourage the education of women, and end the ban onwidow remarniage. |ts
religious mestings-drew upon Hindu, Buddhist and Christian texts.

The Veda Samaj
Ezzablished in Madras (Chennai) in 1864 the Veda Samaj was inspired by the Brahmo Samaj_ [t
workzd to 2bollsh caste distincilens and promate widow remarriage and womesn'sadicaton.

Its members believed in one Cod. They condemned the superstitions and rituals of orthodox
Hinduism.

M GUR BASTS — III



The Aligarh Movement

The Mohammedan Anglo:Oriental College, founded by Sayyid Ahmed
Khan in 18735 at Aligarh, later became the Aligarh Muslim University.
The-institution offered modern education; including Western science, to
Musiims. The Aligarh Movement, as it was known had an enormous Impact
In the arsz of educational reform.

The Singh Sabha Movement

Reform arg_.;imis-aﬁnns of the Sikhs,

‘the first Singh Sabhas were formed

atAmritsarin 1872 and atighorsin | i
187%. The Sabhas sought to rid é
Sikhism of supersritions, caste : :
distinctions ahd practices sean by
thém as nen-Sikh. They promoted
education among the Sikhs, often
combining madermn instruction with : . n = — :
Sikh teachings. Fig. 20 - Kialsa Colkge Amritor ernblaked 1 1892 &y the

knsiers of e Singh Sabho mmement

ELSEWHERE

Black slaves and white planters

You frave read about how fyotirao Phule established a connéction n hls book Guiamgir
between caste oppression and tie practice of slavery in America. Whet was this system
of slavery?

From the time that Eurapean explorers and traders landed In Africa In the
seventeenth century, @ frade in slaves began. Black people were captured and brought
from Africa to America, sold te white planters, und made to werk en cofton and
other plantations — most of them in the southern United States. In the plontations
they had to work long heurs, typlcally from dawn to dusk, punished for “[nefficent
work”, and whippsd and toriured.

Many people, white and black, opposed
siavery through organised profesi. In
deing so, they invoked the spirf of the
American Revolution of 1776, exhorting:
“See your Declaration, Americans! Do you
understend your own language?” In his
maving Gettysburg Address, Abrafiam
Lincoln held that those who had fought
slavery had done so for the cause of
democracy. He urged the people o strive
for racal Eq&'ﬁ_ﬁry so that "qovernment
of the pecple, by the peaple, for fhe
people, shall not perish from the earth”.

Fig. 21 — Siatis Sals Smth Caroling | 12554
I550

Here vou see potentisl buyers oxowmining Africas
sloves-at gy aucHon:
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Social Reforms in Jammu and Kashmir ; Witnessing a new era

The state-of Jammu and Kashmir, ke other princely states, was alse Irfluenced by
these sodial and religious reform movements. The result was that the perception of
the rulers as well a= the public towards the social issues also underwent a change,
Consequently, steps were taleen to remove many socizl evils such as child marriage,
trafficking of women. Sati and untouchability etc. which were prevalent in the
state of Jammu and Kashmir. Infact, in an injuncton issued on April 14=, 18509,
Maharafs Ranbir Singh ensured that the soclal evils lilke Sati and female infanticide
were put to an =nd, In order to enable jssusless widows to live 2n honorahle lifs, he
also sanctioned an endowment of rupees | lekh in January, 1861

This trend of social reform in the state was carried forwazd by Mzaharaja Hari

Singh who by inclinztion was a benevolent and progressive ruler. He, in order to

eradicste thees =il practices and smelicrate the position of women, took = sesiss of

steps such as :

# Infant Marriages Prevention Regulation was passed undsr which the age for
girls was fixed at minimum of 14 years and for boys 3 minimum of 13 years.

» Widow Re-marmiage Act. was passed in 1933,

» Frohibition of Polygamy (The custom of having more than ene wife at the same
Hme).

"F

Regulation for Suppression of immoral Trafficking of Women.

» Dhandevi Memorial Fund was established to extend financia! help to the girls
at the time of their marziage.

To Mazharaja Hari Singh goss
the credit of becoming the
first ruler In India to have
taken a revolutionary step
of opening the doors of
temples in-1532 for Harijans.
in the state sven before
Mahatma Gandh| did so. He
also threw open all public
weils, tanks, and schools to
tham. Moreover, he also.
instituted schoiarships and
greferantial treatment far
the children of oppressad
classes, so that they could
also: progress and |gad &
comfortable [ife.

Fig. 22 - His highness Maharaja Hﬂr‘f Singh
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. Let's vecall

Let/s w-u‘.Swl.& -

1. What socis] ideas did the ollowing pecple support.

lnagine vou are a Rammoh

teacher in the school i Rav

<=t up by Rokeva Dayvanand Saraswati
Hosszin. There are 20 Veetasalingam Pantulu
girls in your charge. Jvotiras Phule

Write an account of Pandita Ramsabai

the discussions that Pestvis

piace on any one day Mumtaz Ali

in the school Ishhwarchandrs Vidyvasadar

2. State whether true or f2lse:

(2) When the British captured Bengsl thev framed
many new laws to regulate the rules regarding
marriage, adoption, inheriiance of property, etc.

[b) Seccial reformers had to discard the andient texts
in order to argue for reform in soeiz] practices:

{c) Reformers got full suppeort from all sections of
the peaple of the country.

(d) The Child Marriage Restraint Act was passed
mn1B29,

Let's discuss

[=3
ats

4

=~

i

10.

11,

How did the knowledge of ancient texi= help the reformers promote new
lzws?

What were the different reasons people had for not sending girls to schoal?
Why were Christian missionaries attacked by many people in the country?
Would some people have supported them too? I so, for what reasons?
Inn the British pericd. what new opportunities opened up for people who
came from castes that were r=garded as “low'™

How did Jyotirao the refonmers justify thelr aiticism of caste inequality
in soelety?

Why did Phule dedicate his book Gulamgiri to the American mavement o
free slaves?

What did Ambedkarwant to achisve through the temple entry movement?
Why were Jyoti rao Phule and Ramaswamy Naicker eritical of the national
movement? Did their criticism help the national struggle in any way?
Mention the social reforms undertasken in the princely state of Jamnm
and Kashmir to ameliorate the existing condition of women and oppressed
classes.

m
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The Making of the National ¢ i

Movement 1870s-194/7 [

LLIRLLE

Fig. 1 - Police teargos
dlemortstimiars derdng the
s The British conquest of territories, and takeover  Guit India movement

of kingdoms

[n the previous chapters we have looked at:

e Introduction of new laws and adminisirative
instituttons

s Changes in the lives of peasants and (ribals

s Edueational changes in the nineteenth cenlury
s Debates regarding the condition of women

s Challenges (o the caste system

s Soclal and religious reform

s The revolt of 1857 and Its aftermath

s The decline of cralis and growth of Industries

On the basis of whal you have read about these
Issues. do you think Indians were discontented with
British mule? If so. how were different groups and classes
dissatisfied?
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Soverelgn — The capacity
o act independently

without outside
interference

11
b
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The Emergence of Nationalism

The zhave-mentioned developments led the peoeple to
ask a crucial gquestion: what is this country of India
and for whom is it meant? The answer that gradually
emerged was: Indis was the people of India — all the
people rrespective of class, colour, caste, cresd, Ia.mfuaﬁ
or gender. And the country, its resources and systems,
were meant for all of themn. With this answer came the-
awareness that the British were exercising control over
the resources of India and the lives of its peopls; and
until this control was ended India conld not be for Indians.

This consciousness befan to be clearly stated by the
political associations formed after 1830, especially thoss
that came into being in the 1870s and 1580s, Most of
these were led by English-educated professionals such
as lawvers. The more important ones were the Foona
Sarvajanik Sabha, the Indisn Assoclation, the Madras
Mahazian Ssbha. the Bombay Presidency Association,
and of eourse the Indian National CGIJEI'E‘SS

Note the name, "Poona Sarvajanik Ssbha”. The liters]
meaning of “sarvajaniic is “of or for 2l the people™ (sarva =
all + fanik = of the peoplel. Though many of these
associations functioned in specific parts of the country,
their gosls were stated as the goals of all the people
of India, not those of any one region. commumnity or
class, They worked with the idea that the people should
be soverelgn - = modem consciousness and a key
feature of nationalism. In other words. they believed
that the Indian people should be empowered to take
decisions regarding their affsirs.

The dissatisfacdon with British rule intensified in
the 1870= and 1880s. The Arm= Act was passed in 1878,
diszllowing Indians from possessing arms. In the
same year the Vernacular Press Act was also enacted
in an effort to silence those who were critical of the:

government. The Act allowed the government to

confiscate the assets of newspapers including their
printing presses if the newspapers published a:mrﬂ:unz
that was found “objectionable”. In 1883, there was a
furore over the attempt by the govermment to introduce-
the Tibert Bill. The bill provided for the irial of British
or European persons by Indians, and songht eguslity

between British and Indian judges in the country. But
when white opposition forced the government to
withdraw the bill. Indians were enraged. The event
highlighted the raeial attitudes of the British in Indis.



The need for an all-India organisstion of sducated
Indian=s had been felt since 1880, but the !lbert Bill
controversy deepened this desire. The Indian Nationsl
Congress was established when 72 delsgates from all

over the country met at Bombay in December 1885,
The early ‘Eadf'_rshl; — Dadabhai Naorojl. Pherozeshah
Mehta, Badruddin Tyabji, W.C. Bonnerji, Surendranath
Banerji. Homesh Chandra Dutt. 5. Subramanis Iver
among others —was largely from Bombay and Caleutts,
Naoroji, 2 businessman and publieist = settled in London,
and for a time member of the British Parliament guided
the vounger nationalists. A retired British efficial,
AQ. Hume. also plaved a part in bringing Indians from
the various regions together.

Source 1

;\"a'hﬂ did the Congress

The Firse Naoonal Eanqr == at Bombav .. ihenpcleps
of a furvre Parliamesit E::.r oUr coUniTs, and will lzad &=
the good of inconoerable magnitude for our counoymen.

Badruddin Tvabyi addreszed the Congress as President
in 1857 thus:
this ﬂnng‘re 1 composed of the representanves. not

i anv one class or communiy of Indss. bucof gl the
different communites of Indis

T TR R T e

A nation in the making
It has often been said that the Congress in the first
twenty vears was “moderate” in its objectives and
methods: During this period it demanded = greater voice
for Indians in the government and in administration.
It wanted the Lezislative Councils t5 be mades more
representative, gi:l.*ﬂ'l more power. and introduced in
provinces where nons existed. It demanded that Indians
be placed in high peositions in the govermment. For this
purpose it called for civil service sxaminations to be
heid in Indis as well. not just in London.

The demand for Indianisation of the administration
was part of 2 movement against racisim, since most
important jobs at the time were monopdlised by white

THE MaRKING OF THE NATIONAL MOVEMEXNT:

seek to speak for?
Anewspaper, Thetndian Mirnor. Wrote i January

Publicist — Someone
who publicises an idea
by circulating
information. writing
reports, speaking st
meetings

Fig. 2 - Dadabhsl Nanroft
Szomoit'=book Foveriy and
Un-Britizh Rulein Indin cifersd
a zrgvhing crivclsm of the

sponomic impact of Bridsh rule

 Aotivity

From the beginning the
GCongress sought fo
speak for. and in the
name of. &l the Indian
people. Why did it
choose to do so?
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: . officials, and the British generally assumed that Indians

Hﬂpﬁﬂ__.rﬂ unia Ly could not be given positions of responsibility. Since

o officially end the -~ 5 = : ) s

bk S - British officers were sending a major part of their large

X 1 S Gﬂ l‘;:'}]ﬂhmg zalaries home, Indianisation, it was hoped, would also

= e reduce the drain of wealth to England. Other demands
included the separation of the judiciary from the
executive, the repeal of the Arms Act and the freedom
of speech and expression.

The early Cangress also raised a2 number of economic
issues. It declared that British rule had led to peverty and
tamines; ncrease in the land revemie had impoverished
peasants and zamindars, and exports of grains to Evmope
had created food shortages. The Congress demanded

Soinva:2 reduction of revenme, cut in military expenditure, and
_ more funds for imrigation. It passed manyv resolutions
]__1_1' P'ur-sui{ {‘_jf' gE}Id oni the salt tax, treatment of Indian labourers abroad,
and the sufferings of forest dwellers — caused by an
Thie 3= whaen Modesite interfering forest administration. All this shows that
leader. Dinshaw Wacha, despite being a body of the educated elite, the Congress
wrote to Naoroji in 1337 did not talk only on behalf of professional groups.
: : _ zamindars or industrialists,
Pherozeshah i

nowadays oo busy The Moderate leaders wanted to develop public

with his persnna.'l awareness about the unjust nature of British mile. Theyr
woik: . They.sre published mewspapers, wrote articles, and showed
alr:ea:i‘v nich enough how British rule was leading to the economic ruin

of the country. They criticised British rule in their
speeches and sent representatives to different parts

.- Mr. Tzlang oo
rammins  bp3y. 1

wonder How if zll of the epuntry to mobilise public opinion. They felt
remain busy m ths that the British had respect for the ideais of freedom
pursuit of gold an and justice. and so they would accept the just demands
the progress of the of Indians, What was necessary, thereiore, was to
counry be advanced? express these demands; and make the government aware
eaTeaEs ~eeammenees 0 the feelings of Indians.
: “Freedom is our birthright”
pmb]mﬁs | By the 1890s many Indians began to raise questions
r'ﬁgﬁrtﬂﬁg the early about the political style of the Congress. In Bengal,
Congrass does this Maharashtra and Punjab. leaders such as Bepin
comment highlight? Chandra Fal, Bal Gangadhar Tilale and Lala Lajpat Rat

were beginning to explore more radical chjectives
and methods. They criticised the Maoderates for their
“politics of prayers”, and emphasised the importance of
self-reliance and constructive work. They argued that
people must rely on their own strength, not on the "good”
intentions of the govermment; people mmst fight for
swaral. Tilak raised the slegan. “Fresdom is my
birthright and I shall have it!”
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In 1905 Viceray Curzon partiticned
Bengal. At that time Bengal was the
biggest province of British India and
Imeluded Bihar and parts of Orissa. The
British argned for dividing Bengal for
reasons of administrative convenience, But
what did “administrative convenience”
mean? Whose “convenience” did it represemt?
Clearly, it was ciosely tied to the interests
of British officials and businessmen. Even
so, instead of removing the non-Bengali
areas from the provinee, the government
separated East Bengal and merged it with
Assam. Perhaps the main British motives were
to curtail the influence of Bengali politicians
and to split the Bengal people.

The partition of Bengal infuriated people
all over Indi=s. All sections of the Congress
— the Moderates and the Radicals, as
they mayv be called - opposed it. Large
public meetings and demonsirations wete

organised and novel methods of mass protest developed.
The struggle that uniolded came to be known as the
Swadeshi movement, strongest in Bengal but with
echoes elsewhere too — In deltaic Andhra for instance.
it was known as the Vandemataram Movement.

Fig. 3 — Baigangoditar Tiax
Notice the name of the newspapey
that Hes on the tabls. Hesar =
hlarathi newsraper edited by
Tiizk, became one.of the
sirsmngest, crifcs of Bridsh mile

Fig. 4 — Thousonds jpined the demonsranion s during the Stinadesid moement
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Fig. 5 — Lala Lajpat Rat

A nopignallsr from Fundsh, he
was one of the Izading mambers
of the Radical gfoup which was
critteal of the politrs of petitons
He wassles an actve prember of
the ATva Sams)

Revolutionary violence
The use of viclence to
malee a radical change
within society

Conneil - An appointed
ar elected bodv of people
with an administrative.
function

Find out which countries
fought the First World
War.
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The Swadeshi movement sought to oppose British
rule and encourage the ideas of seli-help, swadeshi
enterprise, mational education. and use of Indian
languages. To fight for swaral, the radicals advocated
mass mobilisation and boyvcott of Brtish institutions
and goods. Some individuals alse began to suggest
that “revolutionary vielence" would be necessary o
overthrow British rule.

The opening decades of the twentieth century were
marked by other developments as well. A group of Muslim
landlords and nawabs formed the All India Muslitn
League at DPaccs in 1906, The Leagne supported the
partition of Bengal. It desited separate electorates for
Muslims. a demand conceded by the govermment in
19098. Some seats in the councils were now reserved
for Muslims who would be elected by Muslim voters.
This tempted politicians to gather s following by
distributing favours to their own religious Zroups.

Meanwhile, the Congress split in 1907. The Moderates
were opposed to the use of boveoott. They felt that it
involved the use of force. Affer the split the Congress
came to be dominated by the Moderates with Tilak's
followers functioning from outside. The two groups
reunited in December 1915, Next vear the Congress
and the Munslim Leagne signed the historic Luclmow
Pact and decided to work together for representative
govermment in the country.

The Growth of Mass Nationalism

After 1919 the struggle against British rule gradually
became a mass movement, involving peasants, tribals,
students and women in large numbers and occasionally
factory workers as well. Certain business groups too
began to actively support the Congress in the 1920s.
Why was this so?

The First Weorld War altered the econemic and
political situation in India. It led to a mige rise in the
defence expenditure of the Governmment of India. The
government in turn increased taxes on individual
incomes and business prefits. Increased military
expenditure and the demands for war supplies led to a
sharp rise in prices which created ‘great difficulties
tor the commmon people. On the other hand, business
droups reaped fabulons profits from the war As you
have seen (Chapter 7), the war created = demand for
industrial goods (jute bags. cloth, rails) and caused =
decline of imperts from other countries into Indiz. So



Indian industries expanded during the war, and Indian
business groups began to demand greater opportunities
for development.

The war also !lead the British to expand their army.
Villages were pressurised to supply soldiers for an alien
cause. A large number of soldiers were sent to serve
abroad. Many returned after the war with an
under sl.a.udm.g of the ways in which imperiziist powers
were exploiting the pec-]_:ble.-_— of Asiz and Africa and with
a desire o oppose colenizl mile in India.

Furthermere, in 1917 there was a revolution in
Hussia. News about peasants’ and workers' struggles

and ideas of socialism circulated widely. inspiring

Indian nationalists.

The advent of Mahatma Gandhi

It i= in these ci:cumsta.ncen that Mahatma Gandhi
emerged 3= 2 mass leader. As vou may lmow. Gandhiji.
aged 46, arrived in Indis in 1915 from Scuth Africa.
Having led Indians in that country in non-viclent
marches against racist restrictions, he was already
a respected leader, known intermationally. His -‘:IDL.LI"
African campaigns had brought him in contact with
various fypes of Indians: Hindus, Muslirhs, Parsis and
Christizns: Gujaratis, Tamils and north Indians;
and upper-class merchants, lawyvers and workers.
Mahatms Gandhi spent hils first vear in India
travelling throughout the country, understanding the

pedple, their needs and the overall situation. His earliest

Fig. 6 = Fatirisiers ofthe Neeal
Congress, Duirbon SowEihAffion
iE8n

Irr }B85, aiong with other
Indisam= hizhatms Gan
established the ¥aral Congress
te fight agatest rarial
dlaﬂn:r:t:nn:lun Ean you 1dsantid
zandni(i? He 1= sranding st the
cenire in the Tow af the ack,
weanng & ool and Tis
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interventions were in local movements in Champaran, Kheda and Ahmedabad whee
he came into contact with Rajendra Prasad and Vallabhbhai Patel. In Ahmedabad he
led a successiul millworkers’ strilkke In 1918,

Let us now focus in some detafl on the movements organised between 1919 and 1922.

The Rowlatt Satyagraha
In 1919 Gandhijl gave a call for a2 satyagraha sgainst the Rowlatt Act that the British
had just passed. The Act curbed fimdaments! rights such as the freedom of expression
and strengthened police powers. Mahatma Gandhi. Moharmmand A Jinnsh and others felt
that the govermment had no right to restrict people's basic freedoms: Thev eriticised
the Act as “devilish” and tyrannical. G:a_ndj:ﬂ_]l aslted the
F‘W lhdism Deople to chserve C April 18919 as a dﬂ"i’ of Ton-
i ' ﬂﬂlﬂ]ﬁu};rmslnﬂumt}n:ﬂELa_adEvuf'h]ﬂm}iahﬂnunﬂ
Find out about the Jallianwala | Prayer and harial (strike). Satyagraha Sabhas were set
Bagh 'massacre What is| uP to launch the movement
Jallanwaia Bagh? The Rowlatt Satyegraha tumed cut to be the first all-
What atrocties were committed | India struggle against the British government although
there? How wese they committed? | it was largely resiricted to cities. In April 1919 there were
a number of demonstrations and hartals in the eountry

e ¥ S
T o g ——-

g

Fig. T — The ipalied compounid

i whick Gereral-Dyer opened and the govermment used brutal measures to suppress

fire-on o guthering of pevple them. The Jzalliamwala Bagh atrocities, inflicted by Genersl
The people are pointing to ths Dwer in Amritssr on E_ajsakhi day (13 Aprill, were a part
tuller marks on the wall of this repression. On learning about the massacre,

Rabindranath Tagore expressed the pain and anger of

Knighthood — Ari 1 the couniry by renouncing his knighthood.

granted by the British During the Rowlatt Satyagraha the participants tried
Crown f;_.r exceptional to emsure that Hinduos and Muslims were united in the-
pﬂgﬂﬂﬂl achieverment ar fight against British rule. This was also the eall of
public service Mahatma Gandhi who zshways saw [ndiz as 3 land of all

the people who lived in the country — Hinduos, Mushims
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and those of other relicions. He was keen that Hindus
and Muslims support each other in any just cause.

Khilafat agitation and the Non-Cooperation
Movement

The Khilafat issue was one such cause. In 1920 the British
impesed a harsh treaty on the Turkish Sultan or Khalifa
People were furious sbout this as they had been about

theJallisrmwals massacre. Also. Indisn Miislims were keenn

that the Khslifa be sliowed to retain control over Mushm
sacred places in the erstwhile Ottoman Empire. The leaders
of the Khilafat agitation, Mohammad Al and Shaukat Al
now wished to initiate s fullfledged Non-Cooperation
Movement. Gandhiji supported their call and urged the
Congress to campaign against "Puniab wrongs ™ (Jallianwala
massacre), the Khilafat wrong and demand swearaj.

The Non-Cooperation Movement gained momentam
through 1921-22. Thousands of students left gsovermment-
controlled schools and celleges. Many lawvers such
as Motilal Nehru, C.R. Das; C. Rajagopalachari and Asaf
Al gave up their practices. British titles were
surrendered and legislatures boyootted. People lit public
bonfires of foreign cloth. The imports of foreign cloth fell
drastically between 1920 and 1922, But all this was
merely the tip of the iceberg. Large parts of the country
were on the brink of a formidable revolt.

People’s initiatives
In many cases people resisted British rule non-viclertly.

In others, different classes and groups, interpreting

Gandhiji's call in their own manner, protested in ways
that were not in accordance with his ideas. In either
case, people linked their movements to local grievances.
Let us look at a few ==mples.

[n Kheds. Gujarat. Patidar peasants organised non-
violent campaigns against the high land revenue demand
of the British. In coastal Andhra and interior Tamil Nadu,
liguor shops were picketed. In the Guntor district of
Andhra Pradesh, tribals and poor peasants staged a
number of “forest satyagrahas”, sometimes sending their
cattle inte forests without paving grazing fee. They were
protesting because the colonizl state had restricted their
use of forest resources in various ways, They believed
that Gandhiji would get their taxes reduced and have

Spurce 2

The eternal law
of suffering

What did Mahatma
Gandhi mean by alnma
{non-violence)F How
could ahfmza Become
the basiz of siruggle?
This iz what Gandhiji
said:

1o 43 through doing
good compinually
without the slighcess
expeciation of return.
] That is the
indhpen;&b]& leszon
in non-smlence . In
South Affica . I
the eternal law of
suffering as the only
rem.e[i'“!r for I.lndﬁ.’:ﬂg
WIORg and iﬁ_]usdce.
Temeans posigvely the
1zw of non-violence.
You have m ba
prepared to suffer
cheerfully at the hands
of zll and sundry
and vou will wazh il]
t0 no one, not even to, |
those who may have
wranged You: 1'
| Mshatei Gandhi
2 Mah 49580

Jfﬂ-—ﬂr-

Picket — Peopie protesting
outside a building or
shop to prevent others
from enteringlf

Non-violence comes '

the forest regulations abolished. In many forest villages. peasants proclaimed swaraj
and believed that "Gandhi Haj™ was about to be established.

In Sind (pnow in Pakistan), Muslim traders and peasants were veryv enthusiastic
about the Khilafat call. In Bengal too, the Khilafat-Non-Cooperation zllianee gave
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Mahants - Religious
functiecnaries of Sikh
gurdwaras

Nlegal eviction — Forcible
and unlawiul throwing
out of tenants from the
land they rent

enormous communal unity and strength to the national
movement.

In Punjab, the Aksli agitation of the Sikhs sought to
remove corrupt mahants — supported by the British —
from their gurdwaras. This movement got dEFSf_'I‘f identified
with the Non-Cooperation Movement. In Assam. tes garden
labourers, ﬂ}mjnng ‘“Gandhi Mahara! ki Jai™, demanded

a big inicrease in their wages. They left the British-owned
plantations amidst declarations that they were following Gandhiji's wish. Interestingly,
in the Assamese Vaishnava songs of the perind the reference to Krishna was substituted
by "Gandhi Raja’.

Impact of Khilafat and non-cooperation in Jammu and Kashmir

The political avakeningwhich occtared in the rest of Indis from time to Hme sifected
the minds of the natives in the erstwhile princely state of Jammu and Kashmir too.
The Ehilafar movemnent, as in other regions of British India. also evoled = wide spread
response in the princely state of Jamrmu and Kashmir. The Jammu province was first
to be affected becauss of it= clese prodmity to Punjab. Moest of the Muslims were
aroused because of the movement's Iﬂigi-ju*_-—- appeal Hindus joinad it because they
considered it as 2 part of their stuggle sg=inst the British rule, In Kashmir province,
the Khilafar movement got 2 favourable.response from the masses. Notices calling
upon pecple to observe mourning and suspension of business Sraminent
activities was impresssd upon the massss.

Similariy. the princely state of Jammm and Kashmir was
zlso not immune to the mpact of the Noo-Coeoperation
Movemnent. One of Lala Lajpat Roi's vernacular nintices calling
Fig. 8 — A popular represenmanion UP00 students to aftend =

amang the peapie who
led the KhilaBal moyement in
Jamimd region wers Mohammiad
Yaqub, Qazi Ziz-ullsh, Rafi-ud-
din, and Ghufam All ek white m
¥asnhmir region, the imporiant

af Maharme Garadht

In popular imades too hMahatms
Candil {z ofen shown as 2 divine
being docupying 2 place within the
panth=on of Indien gods In this
fmage he |z driving Krizhno's
chaxist muding oifier natorialists
leeders in the battle againar the
Brirish
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mesting at Gujranuwala was
affixed on the notice board of
the Frinnce of Wales Cellege,

rnilaial leaders were Fazakuk
Haq, abdul Casmm, Tap-u-din,
Mohd. Akt Bhan sl

Jammmi, In response to ihis,
nearly 156 students went to attend a conference in Punfab.
During March, 1922, 3 number of mestings were held
in both Jammit and BEashmir grovinces. EPCF!:E'LE‘- wae
made exhorting people © boycott fersign
goods and use Swadeshi clothes, focus
on Hinduo-Muslim unity and shstention
from Hguor ste,

The people’'s Mahatma

We can =see from the gshove that sometimes
people thought of Gandhiji as a kind of
messiah, as someone who could help
themn overcome their misery and poverty.
Gandhiif wished to build elass unity, not
class conflict, yet peasants could imagine
that he would help them in their fight
against ‘zamindars, and agricultural



Source 4

It was he ":ﬂ.hﬂ got bfdﬂ{flf] Gond, Toutas &
stopped in Pratapgarh’ According to this report,

how did paopla view

The following isan extract from a CID report on the Mahatms Gandhi? Why
kizan movement in Allshsbad districe, Janpary 1921 do you think they feit

The currency which Mr Gandhi’s name has that he was opj in

acquired -even in the remotest villages iz zarnhﬂars S L
zsronishing: No ong seems: to know quire who government? Why d.l:i
or what b= is, but it is =n secepted fact that what you Gnk they wore in
he zavs 12 50, and what he order: must be done. favour of Gandhiji?

He iz a Mabamma or sadhy,a Pu.nd':i.t = By=hmm
who ives ar Allahabad  even s deorr . thereal
p_uw:r-:ft‘h.n name & to be raced hr__k;to the
idea thar it waz he who goc bedakhidi [illegal
eviction] stopped | Prazapgsrh ... as a general
rule; Gandhiis not thought of as being
antagoniznc to Governmene. but only 1o tha

zamindars... Weare for Gandhip and theSarkar.

labourers believed he would
rovide them land. At Himes,
ordinary people credited
Gandhiji with their own
chievements. For instance,

t the end of a powerful
movement, peasants of
Pratapgarh in the United
Frovinces (now Uttar
Pradesh| managed to stop illegal evietion of tenants: but they felt it was Gandhiji
who had won thi=s demand for them. At other times, using Gandhiji’'s name, tribals and
peasants undertook actions that did not conform to
Gandhian ideals,

The happenings of 1922-1929

Mahatma Gandhi, as vou know. was against violent
movements. He abruptly called off the Nan-Cooperation
Movement when in Febmary 1922 a gowd of peasants
set fite to a police station in Chauri Chaura. Twenty-
two policemen were killed on that day, The peasants were
provoked because the police had fired on their peaceful

demonstraton,

S R SN .

Onece- the Non-Cooperation movement was over,
Gandhiji's followers stressed that the Congress must
undertzke constructive work In the rural areas. Other
leaders such zs Chitts Ranjan Das and Motilsl Nehro
argued that the party should fight elections to the councils Fig. 9 — Chitta Ranjan Das
and enter them in order to intluence government pelicies. ;ﬁ’ﬁﬁgﬁ;ﬂi 311.‘:“3:5;{;;1
Through sincere socizl work in 1'11.3.;:&5 in the md-19%0s, Fast Bangal He was especlally
the Gandhians were able to exterid their support base, active tn the Non-Coopsration
This proved tc be very useful in launching the Civil Movemen

Disobedience movement in 1930,
Two important developments of the mid-1920s were the formation of the Rashiriva

Swayamsevak Sangh {RSS), = Hindu organisation, and the Commmunist Party of India.
These parties have held very different ideas about the kind of country India shouid be,

i
-
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Fig. 10— Demonsirators oppose the Simon Conmrission

In 1927 the Sritdsh govermment in England decidead o send 2 commission headed hy Lord Simen =
deside India’s politfeal fomre The Comenission had po Indfan reyrezentarive The decison creatad an
oufrage in Indis ATl paligea] greups decided to boyeostt the Cornmissfor When the Commifzsion
arrived v was mer with demonswatons with banners saving “Simon Ge Back”

Find out about their ideas with the help of your teacher. The revolutionary nationalist
Ehagat Singh too was active in this period.

The decade closed with the Congress resalving to fight for Purna Swaraj (complete
independence} in 1929 under the presidentship of Jawaharlal Nehm. Consequently,

“Independence Day” was observed on 26 January 1930 all over the country.

"It takes a loud voice to make the deaf
hear. Inguilab Zindabad !"

Revelutionary nationalistssuch as Bhagat Singh, Chandra Shekhar
Azzd, Sukhdev and others want2d to flaht against the colonial rule
and the rich exploiting classes through a revolution of workars
and peasants. For this purpose they founded the Hindustan Sogiallst
Republican Asseciation (HSRA] in 1928 at Ferczeshah Kotz in Belhi.
On 17 December. 1928, Ehagat Singh, Azad and Rajguru
assassinated Saunders, a police officer who was invalved I the
lathi-charge that had cawsad the death of Lala LajpatRal.

Ong April, I:&E&;_ﬂhagat Singh-and B K. Dutt threw abamb in
the Central Lagisiative Assembly. The airm 35 their leaflet explained,
. . N i Was not to kill but *to miaks the deaf hear’, and to remind the
Fig. 11 — Bhagar Smah foreign government of its callous exploitation.

Ehagat Singh, Sukhdev arid Rajguru were executed on March
22, 1531 Bhagaisinah’™s age atthattmes wWas only 23
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The March to Dandi

Puma Swarql would never come on its
owit It had to be fought for. In 1930,
Gandhiji declared that he would lead a
march to break the salt law. According
to this lzw, the state had a monopoly
on the manufacture and sale af salt.
Mahatma Gandhi along with other
nationalists reasoned that it was sinful
to tax salt since it Is such an essential
item of our food. The Sait March related
the genersl desire of freedom to g specific
grievance shared bv everybody, and thus
did not divide the rich and the DOOT.

Gandhiji and his followsrs marched
for over 240 miles from Sabarmati
the coastal town of Dandi where they broke
the govermment law by gathering natural
salt found on the seashore, and boiling
sea water to produce salt

Fig. 12 - Mohoima Gandid Sreaiirig the
zalt lown by picking up G llmmp of reatirod soif,
Dandi 8- April 1530

Women in the freedom struggle: Ambabail from Karnataka

Waomen from diverse backgrounds participatad in the national movement: Young
and old; singie and married, they came frem rural end vrban areas. from hoth
conservative and liberal homes. Thetr invalvement was stgnificant for the freedom
struggle, for the wornen's movement, and for theniselves personally.

Bath British officials and Indian nationalists felt that women’s participation gave
the national struggle an immense force. Participation in the freedom movemsent
brought women gut of their homes_ It gave theni a piace in the professions, in the
governance of India, and |t could pave the way for equality with men

What such participation meant for women is:hest recouniad by them. Ambabal
of Kdarmataka had boan married atsge'tivelve. Widowed at sixtesn, she pickatad
foreign cloth and liguorshops InUdipl. She was arrested, servad asentence and
was rearresied. Batwean prison terms she made speeches, taught spinning, and
organised prabhat pherils. Ambabal regarded these as the happlest days of her life
hecause they gave it a new purpese and commizmant

Women, however, had to fight for their right to participate In the movement
During the Salt Satyagraha, Tor Instance, even Mahatma Gandhl was Initially opposed
0 women s:participation. Sarciinl Naidu had 1o persuade him te allow women 1o
Join the movemant,

THE MaKING OF THE NATIONAL MOVEMEXNT: 187D2-18

=y

o7



Peasants, tribals and women participated in
4 large numbers. A business federation published
% 2 pamphlet on the salt issue. The government
tried to criish the movement throush brutal sction
against peaceful safyagrahis. Thousands wers
sent o jail.

The combinad sbuggles of the Indian people
baore it when the Government of India Act of
1935 prescribed provinelal autonomy and the
government announced elections te the:
provincial legislatures in 19537. The Congress
formed govermments in 7 out of 11 provinces.

In September 1939, after two years of
Congress rule in the provinces, the Second
| World War broke out. Critical of Hitler, Congress
: ‘ leaders were ready to support the British war
Fig. 13 — Sarcit Naidu with etfort. But in return they wanted that India be-
Maharma Gondht Paris 1931 granted independence after the war. The British refused
Artive in the natons] movement to concede the demand. The Congress ministries resigned
since the earyy 1830s. Maidit was protest,

& stgnificant leadar of the Trandt
March She was the first Indtan  Sowrce B
woman te becrme Presidet of the
Insdtan MNarens! Congress (1925

Veer Lakhan Nayak was hanged
Provincial autonomy _ : : :
Capacity of the provinces Baji Mohammed, Presidens of che Nabrangpur ’
to make relatively Congress, Orisza in the 1930s; repores
independent decisions On August 25, 1942 nineteen people disd on '
while-remaining within a the spot in police firing at Paparand: in '
federation Nabarangpur Many died theresfter from cheir
wound:. Over 300 were mjured Morz than a
The impact of the Civil thousand were jailed m Korsput dismict, Several '
Disobedience mavement were shot or executed. Veer Lakhan Naysk
found its echo across the {a legendary tribal leader who defied the Brnzh)
countrv asalso in the prinesly was hanged.
state of Jammu and Kashmir . o
Rewvolutionarvy posters were _:_?Ga}“_aJL_ Bt elis jus, s 2ot “mmﬂ 3!:361..1'5 bﬂng
P di@lév:f& fn pubilic fﬂ:&g’;;.l[c!},;lﬂf zad that he would not live to zee
: Fr - Z EEa0n-s wi. )
zfdcﬂj - EiuL;ESL:;iE;I Baji Mohammad mobilised 20,000 people to join '
literature and countre made e national struggle. He offered mniagraha many
boribs were also recovered fn  Son Over 1ie Daviitipatod th prowesis ageinst the :

Second World War and in the Quit Indiz movement.

Jarmmry city; .
a and served long jail terms.

The news=s cf Mahztma
e - Fis e ——————— e = #‘
Gandhi's sirest In Britdsh -

India was followed by demonstrations in Srinsgar and Jammu. On May 6th, 1930, a
bandh was observed and a larde number of people participated in procession passing
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Fig. 14 - Ouit Indin rovemenit, Augtesd 1542
Demonstrators clashed with the polive sverywhere.
Many thousauds were arrested. over a thousand
killed, many

moIs  Weres

e Bose and the INA

throush the Srinagar city, where at its conclu=sion =z
bontire of foreign clothes was made.

In Jammu city, 3 complets harislwas observed. Sthool
and Callese students came put of ther insHtnHons in
thousands to p_ﬂil:}:;.:r_. in the movement. All business
establishments were closed. A large number of ladies
participated in the procession. which passed through the
mazin strects of the town. People shouted nationsl EI_cn_gans Fig 15— Sublias Chinthis Boee
and z bonfire of foreign clothes was made.

A radical nationalist, with socialist
In Decembar, 1929, many isaders of the Dogra Sadar Sabhz (2 socio- leaninge, Bose i nof share Gandhijrs
political organization in the princely atate of Jammu and Kazhmir) jdeal of aimsa, Mough he respeciad

like Lala Hzns Raj Mzhajan, Moti Lal Baigra, Mulkh Raj Saraf, him as:the “Fatnar of the Nation' in
‘ daneary 1247, ke secrelly 1efi his

f::adullah _Shihfitl:i Abdul Ha? ETntr; gte. participated in the Caleths Boma, wit1o Sogapom; vi
ore session of ths cangress in A Garmany: a0 riesd the Azad ind Eaid
orthe [ndian Naonatammy (IN&) To

Quit India and Later R cE e R COMILR R SRS,

the WA med jo emer indis throogh

Mahatms Gandhi decided to initiate a new phase of |Mphaland Kamma hutihe campaign
movement agsinst the British in the middle of the Second failed; Tna INA MamBAr: Ward
World War. The British must guit India fmmediately, he [Po01ee adined FEapesmoesine

: ; p A PRE = oountry, iem 86 wals of e, panicipateg
told them. To the people he said, "do or die” in vour effert In e miovementaganst e INA s
to fight the British — but vou must fight non‘viclently. :
Gandhijf and other leaders wers jailed at once but the
movement spread. It specially atiracted pessants and the youth who gave up their
studies to join it. Communications and symbols of state authority were attacked all
over the country. In many areas the people set up their own governments.

The first response of the British was severe repression. By the end of 1943 over
90,000 people were amrested, and around 1,000 killed in police firing. In many areas
orders were given to machine-gun crowds from airplanes. The rebellion, however,
ultimately brought the Raj to its knees.

Towards Independence and Partition
Meanwhile, in 1940 the Muslim League had moved a resolution demanding "Independent

States” for Muslims in the porth-western and eastern areas of the countrv. The
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Fig. 18 = Muoiilena Aserd - Uih
gihisr memthers af the Congress
TWorkig Commiaes. Sevapram,
i

Azad wasbom in Meeca o a
Bengall farher and an Arab
mofh=r Wellver=d In m=nv
langvuages, Azad was a szholar
&f Izlame and an eeponant af
the nodon of wahadoridesmn,
the ss=antial cneness of 200
religlons. An acifve participant
in Ganellitan movemenrs and &
stonmch Sfvocate of Hindn-
Nusltm untiy. he was opposed
in Jinnah's two-nation theory

Fig. 17— Chalorovo i Ragungopalochars
sreming oG andnil before the Grariiin-
it tolics: 1944

A veEterom notiondlist and eader of

the Salt Satyagraha in the sgurh,

C. Hajagopalachari popularly kmown as
Fajajl. 2=rvesd o= member of the Int=rim
Covernmant of 1948 Snd 2= fee lia’s
first Indion Governor-Genaral.

110

Fip. 18 - Sordar
Vdlobhbhat Pazet plored
W Impartat redeinthe
negotintions for
Igan-47

Paig] hailed Tom =n
tmpomerished peasant-
propriesar oy of

from 1918 onwmrds, Patel
zerved as President of
the Congress In 19E1
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proj x Fig. 19 - Mokammad Al
iaﬂ:lad_, u—u_!m"-as_ Jinnah with Maohaormo Gandhi.
A foremost orzanisst of Bamibee), Sepeniber 1944
the freedom movemsnt ; ;

An-amhassador of Hindn-
Muslm unity undl 1820,
Jinteih plaved an tmportin
roi=In the makieg of the:
Lucknow Fact, He rearganised
ine Musling Feagos altey 1534
and became the mafor
=nokesper=an for the demand
for Pakisian




resolution did net mention pa"utmn or Paldstan. Why
did the League ask for an autonomous arrangement for

the Muslims of the subcontinent?

From the late 1930s. the League began viewing tht-

Muslims as 3 separate "nation” ffom the Hindus.
developing this notion it may have been imdluenced ]:n
the l‘ﬂ:tl._fﬂ' of tension between some Hindu and Musim
groups in the 1920s and 1930s. More importantly, the
provincial elections of 1937 seemed to have convinced
the League that Muslims were a minority, and thev would
abwavs “have to play second fiddle in any democratic
structure. It feared that Muslims may even go
unrepresented. The Congress's rejection of the Leagus's
desire to form a8 jeint Congress-League government in
the United Provinces in 1937 also annoyed the League.

The Congress's failure to mobilise the Muslim masses
in the 1930s allowed the League towiden its social support.
It sought to enlarge its support in the early 1940s when
meost Congress leaders were in j=il. At the end of the war
in 1943, the British opensd negctiations betwesn the
Congress, the League and themselves for the independence
of India. The talks failed because the Leagne saw itself a=
the sole spolesperson of India's Muslims. The Congress
could not accept this claim sinee a large mumber of
Muslims still supported it.

Elections to the provinces were again held in 1946,
The Congress did well in the "General” constitnencies
but the League’s sucecess in the seats reserved for Muslims
was spectacular. It persisted with its demand for "Pakistan’.

Fig. 20 - Jmysheoriol Nehru listens o
Mehaotma Gandhi before the Bombom
session of the Congress, Juliy 1248
Gandhtii's di=ciple. 2 Congress Sooiaiisz, and
an tmisrnetonzlizy, Nehrit was = leading
architect of the potinnal moremsyr syl of
free Inds’s seonimy and poline:

“General” constituencies
Election districts with
no reservations for any
religions or other

COTMILTTHEY

Alsn Imowmn 5= BadzHak Khan,

Fig. 21 — Ehnn Abdnl Gheaffar
Hhum e Peshiin leader from
the Narth West -Froniier
Progince. with fis colleaglies. of
g perce magch through Bihar,
Maorch 1947

he was the founder of the
Ehudai Hhidmergars, =a
powerul nen-violert merenneaT
amcng the Fathans of his
province Hardshah Fhan was
Slrongly -opposai. to the
Parrition of Indls. He crivictsed
hi= Congress collesguwes for
agresing o the 1547 Aivision

In March 1946 the British eabinet sent a three-member mission to Delhi to examine
this demand and to suggest 3 suitable political framework for 2 free Indiz. This mission
suggested that Indis should remzin united and constitute {tself a= 5 loose confederation
with some autonomy for Muslim-majority areas. But it could not get the Congress and
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: - the Muslim Leagne to agree
= 1 ;.__;3 to specific details of the
proposal. Partitionm mnow
became more eor less
inevitable.

After the failure of the
Cabinet Mission. the Mushim
League decided on mass
agitation for winmping its
Fakistan demand. It
amnounced 16 August 1946 3=
"Direct Action Day™. On this
day riots broks nu.thalEuJI&
lasting severa! days and
resulting in the death of
thousands of people. By March
Fig. 29 - Refiig==z ffam 1947 violence spread to different parts of northern India,
:zf;;m;fgfgm Many hundred theusand people were killed and
shelter and food mumerous women had to face untold brutalities during

the Partition. Millions of pecple were forced to flee their
homes. Torn asunder from their homelands, they were
reduced to being refugees in alien lands. Partition also meant
that India changed. many of its cites changded. and a new
country — Pakistan — was bom. 5o, the joyv of our countryv's
LﬂdE‘p&ﬁﬂF‘ﬂ.EE trom EBritish nuile-came mixed with the pain
and violence of Partition.

Nationalism in Africa: The case of Ghana

The late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries witnessed the rise of natienolism
inmany Afro-Astan countries. In many of these, nationalism drose as a part of the
anti-colonlel struggles for independence.

Colonial rule in Africa was dictatoral. Only the “Chiefs™ were allowed to ruie on behalf
of the forelgn powers. Alternately, laws aﬁedmgr Africans were created in all-white
legislatures. Afiicans had no decision-making powers or representafion, nof uniil afier
the Second World War at least. The forable takeover of land from local owners or users,
increased taxation and poor working conditions led to many African protesis.

In 1957, Ghana, known until then as the Gold Coast, became the first sub-Saharan
African country to gain independence. The freedom mevement was led by Kwame
Nkrumeh's Convention Peaple’s Party through strikes, boycotts and mass rallies. In 1951
thi= party won a huge electoral victory. It opposed the existing system In which the
British rulers had allowed the Chiefs to neminate representatives to the legislature.
It pressed the Britizh to grant a legislature that contained no nominated or spedal
menbers and won this demand in 1954, Eleciions fo the new Legislative Council were
held In 1956, The Convention People’s Party won these, thus paving the way for the
proclamation of an indegendent natfion under the name “Ghana”.
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Let's vecall

. Why were peaple dissatisfied with British rulein

the 1870s and 1880s7

Whao did the Indian National Congress wish to
spaalc for?

What economic impact did the First World War
have on India?

What did the Muslim Ieague reselution of 1540
aslk for?

Let/s disouss

10,

Who were the Moderates? How did they propose to
struggle adgainst Britishrule?

How was the: politics of the Hadicals within the
Cengress different from thzt of the Moderates?
Discuss the varous forms that the Nen-Cooperation
Movement took in different part=sof India. How did
the peaple understand Gandhiji?

Why did Gandhiji choose to break the salt law?
Discuss those developments of the 1937-47 period
that led to the creation of Pakistan.

What was theimpact of Civil Discobedience Movement
in the princely State of Jammu and Kashmir?

Let'sdo

1.

132,

Find out how the national movement was organised
in vour city. district. area or state. Whe participated
in it and who led it? What did the movement in
your area achieve?

Find cut more about the life and work of any two
participants or leaders of the national movement
and write-a short essay about them. You may
chooss 3 person not mentioned in this chaptsr,

Let'aimcsine

Imagine that you are
national movement.
Based on your reading

of this chapter. briefly

Siarra | ferred
methods of struggle
and your vision of a

free India.
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FORMATION OF ERSTWHILE JAMMU &
KASHMIR STATE AND THE DOGRA RULE

Fig.-1 Maharaja Gulsb Sligh [1T92-1857)

Now Words'

B e et e

Gaa—pnlfﬁlcai-: ﬁef_atl_ng m'

politics, espacially international
relations as influenced by
geographical factors,

Treaty : A formal agreemant
betwesn two or more slates.

The presenl chapler discusses the historical events of
Jammu and Kashimir from the lale 1%9th eentury to mid
20th century, The chapter briclly describes the
formaton of J&K slate. It further shows how. owing to
the geo-political sorategic location of the region, the
Colonial Gevernment gradually siarted intervening In
the aflairs of the Slate. Finally. an efforl has been made
te spol Hght the varlous reforms Introduced in different
spheres ol administration that led to the consolidation
of the Dogra rule.

Formation of J&K State

Gulab Singh was borm in 1792 CE in a Dogra Rajpul
family of Mian Kishore Singh, who held a jagir at
Andernwah near Samba. He joined the Sikh court at
Lahore and due to his bravery rose [rom a soldier to
Jagirdar and fin:lly in 1822 CE, he was made the Ridja
of Jammu by Maharaja Ranjit Singh,

Mabaraja Ranfit Singh was the bullder of the powerful
Sikh Kingdom. Howsver, his death in 1839 CE gave wav
Lo political instability and the Sikh courl al Lahore gol
engaged In a serics ol [actlonal fightings, As the Sikh
Stale of Punjab was localed on a stralegio position, the
growing confusion at the Lahore court became a cause
of concern for the British. All this led to the first Anglo-
Sikh war in 1846 CE in which the East India Company
stood victorfous,

Signing of the Treaties: Treaty of Lahore and
Treaty of Amritsar (1846)

Alter the batile of Sebraon (Anglo-5ikh war, Feb 10th,
1846), Gulab Singh. the then Raja of Jammu, realized
the dark consequences of war and facilitated
negotiations between the Lahore Durbar and the British
East India Company. Subsequently, In order o end this
war, the Trealy ol Lahore was signed on March 9th,



1847, It reduced the Sikh state to a British tributary.
The company imposed a war indemnity of rupees one
and a half crors. Being unable to pay the amount. the
Lzhore Durbar agreed to cede the territories between
the Beas and mdus rivers, inciuding Kashmir valley and
Hazara which were earlier ruled b"»r Maharaja Ranijit
Erlﬂ.f_‘h in 1819 CE

Meanwhile, Gulab Singh, the then Raja of Jammu,
‘developed an association with the Britishers, The British
were apprehensive of the critical situation in North-
Western Frontier and wanted to establish political
stability in this region. They found in Gulab Singh
sufficient ahility to act as = buffer between British Indian
territories and the threatening Afghan and Russisn
advancement on the North-Western Frontier

Consequently. a separate treaty called the Treaty of
Amritsar was signed on Mareh 16*®, 1848 between
the British Esst Indizs Company and Mzsharsja Gulab
Singh. Through this treaty, the British transierred the
territories ceded from the Sikh State to Gulab Singh. In
consideration of this transfer, he paid British
Governmient the sum of sevenby—five lakh rupees as
Nanulshahee. Consequently, Maharsja Gulsb Singh
ohtained complete control over the territories of Jamms,
Hashmir, Ladakh and Baltistan. Thus, the State of
Jammm and Kashmir was formed.

Dogra Rule Consolidated
Maharajzs Gulab Singh took many steps for reformation

and reorganization of the administration. However, du= §

to his pre-occupation with the restoration of power,

suppression of revolits by disorderly tribal chiefs, he could §

hardly find any tme to introduce any major change in
the administration. Some of his important contributions
included the streamlining of the faltering economy
besides certain reforms in finance. agriculture and
Tevenue- departments. The jagirdar! system was
reprganized and the revenue free grants were revoked.
Mzharaja Gulab Singh aiso controlled and regularized

Early a;hleuement_ﬁ of Gulab

Singh:

* Expedition of Afghan controlied
Kashmir in 1813 CE

= |rwasion of Mullan n 1818 CE

® Put down the revolt led by Mian
Dido in 1819 CE _

His confinbous-success led fo his

promotion from soidier o Raj of

Jammu

Shali ayatem : It wasa systemn
which the harvest of niee crop was
directly supplied from the ficld to
the godowns of the money lenders.

the Shali system which was monopolized by the money &=

lenders.

The reign of his successor Mahsraja Ranbir Singh (1856-
B3) is considered as progressive and peacsiul and
celebrated for cultural excellence and composite social
fabric. However, this period was marked by consistent

INDIA AFTER INDEPENDENCE

Fm_-? Wahiarais R.anhlr Sm-::h {1830.1885)
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Indian Penal Code (IPC) was
prepared by TE. Macaulay, who
was appotnied as the first faw
member of the Gavemer General's
coungil, It was on the patiem of the
PG that Maharaja Ranbir Singh
formed the Ranbir Penal Code

(RPC)

Fig4 Msharajz Hasi Singh {1895-1961)

116 OUR PASTS — 11

Colonial intervention in the intemal affairs of the state
which was effectively challenged by the Maharaja. His
earefully devised pelicies made great improvements in
the affairs of administration. Mzharsja Ranbir Singh
rearganized the stste and Introduced civil and criminal
code of law in the form of Ranbir Penal Code on th=
pattern of Macaulay Code, for deliverance of regular.
prompt and cheaper justice. Maharaja subdued the sver
rebellious trans-Himalayan tribal territories of Hunes,
Nagar and Gilgit . Further, the entite state was covered
with the network of postal and telecommunication
services in 1877 CE extending up to the frontier districts
of Gilgit and Askardu.
After the demise of Mzharaja Raphir Singh in 1885 CE;
his eldest son Maharaja Pratap Singh succeeded him
and the political firmness was replaced by politicsl
adjustments and compromises, It was ElUT.EHQ this time
that the British interference intensified in the state.
Finally, in 1885 CE the appointment of British Resident
established the British Government's firm foothold within
the state. Despite the impressive reforms inttoduced by
Mzh=araia Pratsp Singh. he was viewsd as mmmpeta:t‘t
for governance and was divested of his powers in 1888
CE by the Colonial Govermment. In order to discharge
the duties of administration a state council was formed
that was expected to exercise its powers under the
guidance of the resident.
In 1925 AD. Hari Singh, the only son of General Raja
Amar Singh (the third brother of deceased Maharaja
tayy Singh) formaily ascended the throne of the st=te
of Jammn and Kashmir, Before ascending the throne as
the ruler. Maharaja Hari Singh was appeinted as the
commander-in-chief and as an important member of the
State Council, He inherited a legacy brewing with social
unrest and resentment. However, after his accession to
the throne, Maharaja Harl Singh adeopted a pelicy of
moderation and proved to be more accommeodative than
the preceding Dogra rulers. Being much more liberal in
his approach, he took a2 number of steps to transform
the Hves of his subjects. He began to assert himself by
holding the Resident at arm’s length and re-established
the state's authority.

Society, Economy and Culture

Education for All

Eradication of illiteracy from the state and promotion of
education received due attention. Maharaja Hanbir



Factors responsible for British
intervention in J&K :
jJﬁ_ - * Free Trade m Kashmir
g =« Growing pressire due fo Anglo-
!.'L‘.*l‘ R - AghanWar
P « T chak e sl ¢ of e
ﬁEnL@i‘{LhDﬂﬁfﬁﬂhE!&!ﬂﬁ

Republics} and Afghanisfan on the
MNerth-Western boundanes.

Az pragresshfe ruler, Maharsia n%‘thr
Singh attempled 1o promote Hindu-
Mushim-schelershp and established
fransiation bursau called Das-uls
Terjumah whers the Arabic and

Fig.-5 Raghunath Temple and Pathshala, Jammu P_‘_‘-_‘ﬁiﬂﬁ works on Philosophy and
risstory were fransiated into Sanskri,
Singh. himself a Persian scholar. encouraged Hindi and Dogn

religious education through
the study of classiecal
languages- Persian, Arahic
and Sanskrit. Institutions
such as the Raghunath
Temple Pathshala, a library
and a Mahatidyalya were
established. The Dogra
court patronized all
languages and seripts.
Mzharaja’s unprecadented
zeal for dissemination of
knowledge resulted in the
establishment of Vidya Vilas
Press in 1867 and Ranbir
Fress in 1882 CE,
considersd as being the two
cldest presses in the state.
Maharaja Ranbir Singh
believed in providing
education for all classes of
its subjects and founded a
few state sponsored
instituticons.
During the reign of Maharaja
Pratap Singh, efforts were
made to brng the commeon - : : -
people in contact with the Fig.-7 Shii Ram‘.lll Model Highar Semnm School, .iammu
western education. For this,

two schools namely Sri Ranbir High School and
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Deplorable : Miserable
Ameliorate : Emancipate
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Shri Pratap High School based on western education
were established in Jammu and Srinagar respectively.
For imparting higher education in Arts and Sciences.
SriPratap Collegewas opened in Srinagar
in 1905 AD. To commemorate the visit of
Prince of Wales, the Prince of Wales
College {(now known as Government
Gandhi Memorial Science College) was
opened 13 1906 1w 1005 AT 11 Jammn, Edpcation
for agriculturists and artissns was also
given impetus with the establishment of
Amar Singh Technical Institute at

education to all commumities irrespectve
of caste and religion, free and compulsory
eduration was made available to all,

For this Msharajs Hari Singh s=t up &
chain of educational institntions Gom

Fig-8Gurmat Kanya Pathshala, Patel Bazar, Jammu. Primary schools to colleges

Female Education

Like many other princely states, the state of Jammu
and Kashmirwas also backward in the sphere of femasle
education. Hence, efforis were made to ameliorate the
position of women through education. Gurmat Kanya
Pathshala was the first girls schoo!l in Jammu region.
Establishment of Maharan Taradeoi Mahila College (Now
Known as Government College for Women. Parade) with
the efforts of Mahila Education Society in June 1944
AD was a great leap in this sphere, Besides, somes mission
schools and private sabhas also played an instrumental
role in imparting academic and vocational eduestion to
women of this region.

Waomen in Everyday Lite

During the 19* century the in humsn social practices
like =ati. child marriage, prohibition of widow remarriade,
femsle infanticide and immoral trafficking were prevalent
ini Jammu & Hashmir region. Females were considered
inferior toc males, The root causes of discrimination
against women were educationsl backwardness, abiect
poveriy and sconomic servitude. Widow re-marriage was
considered as socizl tsboo among Hindus. Hence, the
forced widowhood was prevalent among them. All this
made the position of women deplorable in the saciety,
However, Maharaja Hari Singh on his accession to the

Srinagar in 1923 To 1913 AD.In order to impart



throne took stringent measures to eradicate these evil practices and ameliorate the

pesition of women.

* A specizl Trust called Dhanderi Memorial Trust was created. This Trust extended
financial help o the girls at the time of their marriage out of Dhandepi Kanya
Fund.

* Te prevent child marriage, Mzaharaja passed Infant Marriage Prevention
Regulation in 1828 AD.

* Widow Remarriage Act and Property Regulation of 1931 AD gasve liberty o
the widows to remarry and Hve their lives according to their own will

From Hardship to Reform : A Trajectory

The land was mestly owned by the Maharaja or the land owners. A large majority of
rural population was landless and lived in abject poveriy. They toiled on the lands of
the land owners and had to pav such high taxes that
hunger and starvation became more or less a regular |
affair. Evervbody. including c enfers, weavers,

craftsmen, boztmen, butch:rﬁ._ﬂg—gkfﬁ. was taxed, Begar ThE pra{:ﬁcﬂ of foreed
Production of silk, saffron, paper. tobacco, wine and salt tabour prevaleat in Kasnmir

as well as the szale of grains was the monopoly of the dunng Dogra regime. It was
state. B mainly employed for the

The Sahuleari-system and Forced labour (Begar)] were the mﬂswm@ Uf_gl_ig_ﬂ m’.i.m“"d
basic causes of the expioitation of the common masses transportabon of ration for Cogra
and remained the pronounced features of this region till  Soldiers (o Gilgi and ofher far
20 century. The practice of Begar was most prevalent  Off places

for meeting the requirement of supplies during the militarv Monopoly : The exglusive
campaigns and construction of routes towards the  pessession or confrol of the
inaccessible and difficult terrains like Gilgit. These two  supply or frade in 3 commadity
evil practices-exorbitant ratE_fJf_ taxation and Begar g gervse

remained the major grievances of the masses of Kashmir. Trust: An amangement whereby

. 2 person or 3 group of persons
Reforms in Land Revenue System hold proparty s naminal cwner
About 80% of the total population was engaged in for the gﬁ_ﬂ'd of one of o
agricultiire and peasants had the right to cultivate as benetckres:

long as they p:aid half of the produce as Government's

share. In 1886 CE, Walter Lawrence was appointsd as

Revenue Commissioner to reform the Land Revenue system. Some of the important

steps suggested by Walter Lawrence are as follows -

= The land revenue was reduced from half to one third.

* The peasanis were granted occupaney rights.

* The Cooperative societies were set up which further helped in abolishing money
lending system.

Further, during the reign of Maharaja Harl Singh. the passing of Agriculturist Relief

Regnlation (1828) szved the cultivators from ruthless exploitation by the money

lenders. The Land Alienation Regulation (1933) prohibited the peasants from selling

more than cne fourth of their land holdings at least for the first 10 years. Thus, this

act prevented the transfer of land from the poor peasants to the rich non-agrarian
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sections of the society. In 1935, Kari-Sarkar bill was
passed by Maharajz which not only prohibited any kind of
Begar but also made it mandatory to pay renumeration to
coolies. The Land Improvement Act (1938) zimed at
improving the condition of the land by advancing loans ta
the agriculinrists.

Removal of Untouchability
| Apart from the deplorable condition of the agriculturistclass.

aoliea ; Pﬂmﬂﬁﬁ hired for the lower castes remained the mest marginslized section

carriage of goods.
Agrarian : Related o cultivation

of fand.

Regulation : A rule or directive
made and maintained by an

suthonty.

of the society, The widely prevalent menace of untouchability
in the Jammu region had made the lives of the I—Ian_;a.us
miserable, The lower castes were not allowed to share public
places and their entry in the temples was also banned.
Arva Samaj beeame the most significant agency for imitiating
a movement against this evil, Further, Maharaja Harl Singh
in Octocber, 1932 made 3 formal prociamation by ﬂ:m'_lwmti
open the doors of the state temples to Harjans for wurﬁl:n_p

Maharaja Hari Singh rose shove This decision of Maharaja brought him unprecedented credit

the communal sterzotyping and o

f being the first ruler of a princely state in India to take

‘stood by s words - A5 @ mder T such a revolutionary step even befors Mahatms Gandhi.

have no reiigion. All religlons
are mine and my religion is
Justice - His frst statement after
assuming his office in 1825

Public Welfare Measures

Establishiment of Local Self Government

With the estsblishment of Regency in the state in 1885, &
shift in the pattern of governance was wiinmessed and the
princely Tulers were required to offer more representation
to people in the wake of rising national consciousness. In
this context, the state government tock
initiative and passed Mumnicipal Act of 1886
to give representation to the common people
in the local bodies, Thus, Municipalities were
st up in the capital towns of Jammu and
Kashmir.

Roads and Railways

The construction of roads and railways
network was also taken up which conmected
the state to the outer world and led to the
flourishing of trade and commerce in the state.

. Jhelum Valley Cart Reoad- ‘the most
wonderful mountain road In theworld' -
that linked Srinagar with Peshawar via
Kohala and Muree was completed in
1835 CE.

Fig:-8 Jhelum Valley Cart Road, Journey from Kohala
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* The work on Gilgit Road was started in
1890 CE which linksd the state wi th
Furope through Central Asia,

* Banihs! Cart Road and Ladakh Road were
also constructed,

* Hailway was also lzid down between
Jammmu and Sizikote in1905 AD,

All these measures improved the transport

doing away with the isolstion of the region.

Irrigation

In order to save the state from frequent
famines. several irrigation projects were
talkeen up during the DEIEIE tule: Martarnd
canal, Ranbir canal Pratap canal,
Basaniarpur canal and Upper Jhelum ganal
were opened up. The Ranbir canal was the
largest one in Jammu provinee used to
frrigate the entire area from Akhnoor to
‘Ranbir Singh Puna tehsil. To meet the scute
shortage of water, Rain water harvesting
peonds (Talabs) were also constructed in the
Kandt belts of Jammu region. For fres and
potable supply of water, modsim water boxes
were estahlished in both the provinces of the region.
For generation of power, hvdreelectric power plants wers
set up, one at Mahura, in Eashmir in 1902 and the
other in Jammu.

Public Health care

The modern medical faciliies eame into existence during
the later period of the Dogrs rule. The first dispensary
in Srinagar was opened by Reverend Robert Clark in
1864, Next vear, another dispensary was opened by Do
Elmsile. Initislly the Christian missionaries faced opposit
ion from the Dogra rulers. However, in 1874 CE,
Maharaja Ranbir Singh granted a site to the mission
thospital on the hill called Bustam Garhl beneath the
Shanigracharya hill. This building came to be known as
Drugjan hospital. In erder to provide betier health
facilities, the state Government took initiatives to fight
epidemics like cholera and small pox, Matemnity hospitsls

INDIA AFTER INDEPENDENCE

Fig.-11 Ranbir Canal Jammu

Kandi Belt : The submontans

{ract lying it the outsr Himalayas

of Jammu ragion having scuts

shortage of water 1s termed as

Kandl belt
Maternity Hospital : A hospital

specializing in caring for women

during pregnahcy-and child birth.
Sanatorium : An establishment

with medical tacilty for long term

iliness hke treatment of
tubsreuiosis
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Plnenr VRE o wrle
saw Worlds

Sericulture : The rearing and
management of stk worms fof lange
Horticulture : Itis the branch of plant
agricullure dealing with garden
crops penerally frurts, vegetables:

“Fig.-12 Baba Jitto Temple, Jhirf {Jammu)

Baba Jitto : A play based on {57
century folk tate of & peasant martyr
whose sectifice expesed the age ofd
sage of expletiation of peasantry by
greedy landlords wha used o charge
exorbitant land ravenues.

and sanatoriums were estzhlished in beth the provinces
of Jammu and Kashmir. During the reign of Maharzja
Hari Singh, Sri Maharaja Gulab Singh Hospital (SMGS)
was established i Jammu and Sri Maharaja Hari Singh
Hospital (SMHS! was opened in Srinagar,

Sericulture and Horticulture

Strenuous =fforts te revive the sericulture department
were taken up during Maharajs Pratap Singh's reign. A
cocoon rearing factory was established in Srinagar in
1907. Seeds for rearing silikworms were imported from
Italy and France and were:distributed ameng the
Kashmiri peasants. Due to these efforts the state of
Jammu and Kashmir became the largest producer of
1w cocoons in the world. Further, to improve the guality
of indigenous fruits produced in Kashmir, experts were
invited from Peshawar. All these measures further
improved the economy of the region.

Cultural Highlights

Mszsharasja Ranbir Singh was an ardent lover of
architectuire. He built a nnmber of temples. shrines and
pathshalas, A chain of temples was constructed from
Jarmrmu to Purmandal and Unterbehani

Taking cue from the annually visiting Ramleela and
Rasleela companies from Ayodhya, Mathura and
Vrindravan. the state also patronized loeal theatrical
groups both in Jammu and Kashmir region. The first
native performing proscenium theatre was Raghunath
Theatrical Company which was set up inside the
precincts of Raghunath Temple. In the later vears of

% | Dogra rule, the Degri Sanstha established in 1944

" e LY | 'L——
Fig -13 Haran, Folk theatre of Jammu
performed on the eccasion of Lohrd
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promoted Dogra culture and initiated the process of

performing original Dogri plays llee Baba Jitto, Sarpanich.
Namo Gran, etc.

During the 19® and 20% century, Jammu region had

active regional folkk theatres like Tamachra. Bhagtain

8 =nd Haran. Similarly, Bhands were the traditional folk

enteriainers of Kashmir. Some other effective oral story
telling traditions such as Ladi Shah and Dastan Gol
remained insttumental in communicating the events af



the past in simple & straight forward
manner. Likswise, the popular
Thanlka paintings on cotton. silk
appligus and Chams- the sacred
mask danre of Ladakh form an
important part of the life of the people
af this region. Thanka paintings are
often displayed on the walls of
Buddhist monastries while the
'Chamis’ is performed on the occasion
of Buddhist festivals celebrated in
various monastries of Ladakh region.
These maditions in Jammu, Kashmir
and Ladakh region not only served the
purpose of entertainment but also
acted 3s an important instrumient of
expressing voice of the oppressed
‘comnon follkss in 2 subtle and s=drical
manner. [heses traditions. thus
empowered the common people and
helped +them to understand
‘contemporary situations in a better
way. Thus these art forms remained
important source of information about
socio-cultural and polidcal life of the
region,

NEWWORDS :
Proscenium : The part of a irodem &
stags in front of the curtan

Ladishah : Ladishatis were thythmic
singers with sarcastc and humorcus
entertainment. Though iliterate. they
were the best history narrators.
Dastan Goi : Dastan Gof 5 an old
form of story tefling in prose and verse
of Kashmir. The moral sub-t=xt of
these stories was universal based on'
the idea that truth would always
tritimph cver the evil

Fig.-16 Traditional Thanka Painting of Ladakh
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Toxtual Exorcice

1,

March the Column:

Gulab Singh Civil and Criminal code of law
Ranbir Singh State Council

Pratzp Singh Land Alienation Regulation of 1933
Hari Singh Regularised the Shall svstem

Fill in the hisnks :

a) formed the state of Jammu and ashmin

b} The establishment of Raghunath Pathshala and library was done by

c) was the most imhuman pract ice where the peasants were forced to
work without wages,

d} was appointed as the Revenue Settleméent Commissioner of Kashmir
in 1889,

€l passed regulations against untouchability and threw open the doors

of temples for the lower castes.

True or False:

2} Residency was established during the reign of Mzharaja Ranbir Singh. | )
b} Darul-Terjumah was the Finance Department of the state. [ ]

c} Gurmat Kanya Pathshala was the first girls school in Jammu region. | J
d) The Agriculturist Relief Regulation was passed in 1926 AD. { )

Answer the following guestions :

2j Discuss the role of Maharaja Ranbir Singh in the field of education?

b} Briefly describe the steps taken by Maharaja Hari Singh to ameliorate the position
of women in the state?

c] Wiits = short note oo the culturs! development in Jammu and Kashmir during
the Dogrza pericd with spedal reference to theatte and drama?

d] Highlight the major public weliare works undertaken during the period of Dogra
Rule in Jammu and Kashmirn

=} Write short note on Thania art and Cham dance of Ladalkh.

Let's Do :

1.

2

124

Visit any educational institution or library established during Dogra Rule and write
2 report om IL

Collect information abeut the dying out age-old performing traditions of Bhand
Pather. Ladishah. Haran and Tamachra from your elders. Pen down the gathered
information on 2 scrap book along with photographs of each of these performances.
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